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Events Calendar
Monthly Meetings 

Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month (note that this is not 
the last Tuesday in those months having 5 
Tuesdays). Fellowship begins at 7:00 p.m., with 
the meeting program beginning at 7:30. No 
monthly meetings are held in June, November 
or December, being replaced by the the Fish 
Fry, the Cookout & Auction, and the Seafood 
& Awards Banquet. 

Your GOFC Board of Directors meets at 7:00 
p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Northwest Grill. Interested GOFC members are 
invited to attend.

Coming Events

The July 22nd monthly meeting will feature 
Captain Richard McDavid talking about 
fishing for grouper as well as other offshore 
species to be found out of our local ports. The 
August 26th meeting will feature Dr. George 
Burgess, the Director of UF’s Program for 
Shark research. He’ll talk about the sharks we 
most often encounter in the Gulf of Mexico and 
efforts to monitor endangered species such as 
the sawfish.

Charlie Courtney, will lead the 2014 
Scalloping Outing out of either Crystal River 
or Steinhatchee on August 16th (August 17th in 
case of bad weather). The final decision as to 
which port will be made after further scouting. 

Ed Ellett will lead the Annual Shrimp-A-Thon 
on August 23rd. We will depart from either the 
Green Cove Springs boat ramp just north of the 
Shands Bridge or  the Palatka City Park and 
boat ramp. This is a great time to learn to throw 
a cast net and stock your freezer with some 
“river crickets.”

NOAA Announces New 
Regulations for Sale 
of King and Spanish 
Mackerel and Cobia

NOAA Fisheries News Release

A new rule, effective July 16, 2014, will change the 
coastal migratory pelagics permit requirements 

and restrictions, including modification of the sales pro-
visions and income requirements.

For the Gulf of Mexico, the rule prohibits the sale of 
king and Spanish mackerel caught under the bag limit 
unless those fish are either caught on a for-hire trip and 
the vessel has both a for-hire and commercial vessel per-
mit, or the fish are caught as part of a state-permitted 
tournament and the proceeds from the sale are donated 
to charity.

For the Atlantic region, the rule prohibits the sale of 
king and Spanish mackerel caught under the bag limit 
unless the fish are caught as part of a state-permitted 
tournament and the proceeds from the sale are donated 
to charity.

In addition, the rule removes the income qualifica-
tion requirement for king and Spanish mackerel com-
mercial vessel permits.

A rule effective August 7, 2014, establishes a new 
universal Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) and South Atlantic deal-
er permit that is required to purchase federally managed 
species. 

For the first time, dealers from Texas to New York 
who purchase king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, or cobia 
harvested from federal waters will be required to have 
a federal dealer permit. Federally permitted dealers 
must submit electronic purchase forms once per week, 
with one exception; dealers who purchase king mack-
erel landed by the gillnet sector in the Gulf West Coast 
Florida Southern Subzone must submit forms daily.

The rule also states that federally permitted vessels 
operating from Texas to New York can only sell federally 
managed species to a dealer who has a valid Gulf and 
South Atlantic dealer permit, if they harvested those fish 
in either federal waters or adjoining state waters. This 
includes sale of king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, and 
cobia, whether those species were harvested on a com-
mercial or recreational trip.

Cover

Summer is the time when boaters must be on 
the lookout for thunderstorms that can pop up 
suddenly.
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President’s 
Message

By Captain John Byatt

First off, I’d like to give a big thanks to 
Wally Grant of L&S Auto Trim and 

Gary Simpson of the Tackle box along with 
their staff for hosting last month’s fish fry. 
We had a great turnout for this event, so 
good in fact that we ran out of food. My 
apologies to folks who arrived later and 
missed out on cobia and grouper provided 
by Hal Wilson and the sides prepared by 
Hill’s BBQ – we’ll have to up the order for 
next year.

If you believe in good omens (and I do!), 
then I have a couple of experiences that 
promise great mojo. I just took possession 
of a new boat; a 22’ Panga Marine that I’m 
hoping will be a good inshore boat (it drafts 
8” at rest) and versatile enough to run off-
shore when the seas cooperate. This is the 
same hull style as favored by Latin Ameri-
can fisherman and Somali pirates. I’m sure 
the latter use pangas because they surely 

want a safe, reliable ride when hijacking 
freighters several hundred miles out into 
the Indian Ocean! My wife and I were able 
to take the new boat out on its maiden fish-
ing voyage the last weekend in June and 
puttered around Cedar Key’s islands and 
grass flats hoping to catch something for 
Sunday dinner. We started the day fishing 
the edges of the flats to the south of Snake 

Key and quickly found the usual suspects 
– short trout, ladyfish, small jacks, blue run-
ners and even a surprise (short) redfish, but 
nothing worthy of being the first fish to be 
kept on the new boat. Until, something hit 
my jig and paddletail and started pulling 
drag. After several laps around the boat, 

President on Page 16



Page 4 Volume 47, Number 3

Cedar Key 
Spearfishing
By Captain Brian Kiel

My original Plan A was to offshore 
fish St. Augustine on Wednesday 

but Tropical Storm Arthur messed up those 
plans with forecast winds stronger than I 
wanted to run and fish in. Ironically, on 
Tuesday my friend Evan from Gainesville 
called with an offer to spearfish Cedar Key 
and it appeared that T.S. Arthur was not 
expected to have much of an impact in the 
Gulf-forecast winds were only 10 knots. 
Perfect…I love fishing and diving out of 
Cedar Key, so Plan B it is!

Plan B: Wednesday morning I left Pon-
te Vedra early to meet Evan and his crew 

at the Cedar Key dock 3 hours away. We 
quickly stowed gear and launched the 
boat. On board Evan’s 28 foot AmeraCat 
catamaran was his 6 year old son Ethan 
(a TROOPER!!), his father Johnny, and his 
friend Kennedy. Conditions were excellent 
at the ramp with light easterly winds and 
it looked like it would be a gorgeous day.

On the way out Evan and his father 
Johnny did a quick dive in 56 feet to check 
out a spot and picked up a couple of red 
grouper and hogs. I gotta say it’s really, re-
ally cool for a son to be able to dive and 
spearfish with his father! Evan and Johnny 
have had many adventures together and 
it was cool to be part of another one with 
them.

After that we continued offshore, start-
ing in 72 feet and working easterly inshore 
to shallower water as we hit numerous 
spots, Almost all of them were small, so 
we did bounce dives. Every drop would 
end up with a couple of fish, and some of 
the red groupers were really nice sized fire 
trucks.

Conditions: From 72 - 45 feet the under-
water temperature was 85 degrees, with a 
dark thermocline at 33 feet. Above the ther-
mocline the water was dark and dirty. On 
the bottom horizontal visibility was 40 feet, 
with a fair amount of suspended particu-
lates. A few nurse sharks were seen plus 
three large jewfish (goliath grouper) hang-
ing out on a long 5 foot ledge.

Gotta love fresh phish samwitches over 
July 4th holiday weekend!

St. Augy Snapper 
Offshore

By Captain Brian Kiel

I’m no red snapper expert, but on Friday 
I took the kids offshore for some bottom 

fishing aboard our 24 Whaler the Bare Ne-
cessities. Although it was red snapper open-
ing day I had multiple goals in mind: (1) try 
to put them each of them on a red snapper, 
(2) catch an assortment of hardbottom fish, 
(3) explore the 21 fathom area and try to 
develop some hard bottom numbers, and 
(4) find some ledge numbers for further ex-
ploration for the upcoming lobster season.

Fishing Reports & Forecasts 
All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our 
regular contributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member 
reports section of the next quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year, 
readers should gain a stronger understanding of how things change with the seasons and what to do 
about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones.

Kiel on Page 6

Brian skewered a nice grouper.

Brian with another big fish. This time 
it’s an Atlantic coast red snapper . . . 

read the details below.
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Scalloping Outlook
By Captain Charlie Courtney

We are now some 3 weeks into the 
2014 bay scallop season in the Big 

Bend region. At this time reports are some-
what mixed, but some patterns are emerg-
ing for the Homosassa/Crystal River and 
Steinhatchee/Keaton Beach areas. 

Crystal River/Homosassa

The great majority of scallop reports 
have come from the Crystal River/Homo-
sassa area. Scallops reportedly are present 
in good abundance, although a bit smaller 
than usual, between Crystal River and Ho-
mosassa. Do not bother looking for scallops 
to the north of the mouth of  Crystal River.

The water clarity has been excellent, 
with scallops commonly found in 3-4 feet 
depending upon the tide, although many 
reported finding scallops in slightly deep-
er waters than usual — 4-6 feet or more.   
There have been a number of reports of 2 
hour limits although a number of people 
repot have to move a number of times be-
fore finding the “motherlode.” Scallops are 
being found from Gomez rocks southward, 
with bigger, but fewer scallops at Gomez. 

Problems with jel-
lyfishhave been men-
tioned several times. 
However, most reports 
of jellyfish were ear-
lier in the season and at 
higher tide levels, so it 
may be best to hunt for 
scallops on the lower 
tides. 

The Fort Island Trail 
ramp has been a mad-
house and several ahve 
suggested not trying to 
use that ramp on the 
weekends. The Days 
Inn ramp was busy, but 
not nearly as bad as the 
other ramps. 

Steinhatchee/
Keaton Beach

There has been 
mostly silence concern-
ing scalloping at Stein-
hatchee/Keaton Beach, 
which suggests thing are not going as well 
up there. However, there are some reports 
of limit catches.

Scallops are reported as being found 
north of the Bird Rack, north of Big Grassy 
Island, towards Hagen’s Cove, and north of 
Keaton Beach.

Other Areas

For those of you who want to try other 
ports, every year there have been reports 
from Cedar Key of scallops on the outer 
edge of the grass flats east of Snake Key. 
Supposedly people get out of their boats 
and wade, feeling for the scallops with their 
feet. The water clarity is reportedly O.K., so 
I do not know why no one has gone after 
them with a mask and snorkel.

Scallops are also available farther north, 
at Lanark and Port St. Joe, and farther South 
at Bayport.

GOFC Scallop Trip

The GOFC Scallop Trip is scheduled 
for Saturday, August 16th, with Sunday 
the 17th as the bad weather day. We will 
either scallop out of Steinhatchee or Crys-
tal River, depending on what I find on my 
scouting trips in early August. 

If scallops can be located in suitable 
numbers, I prefer to go from Steinhatchee 
for several reasons:
1. Better boat ramp with plenty of parking
2. No jellyfish reported
3. The excellent facilities and friendly staff 

at Sea Hag Marina
4. Better availability of people to clean 

scallops for you.
The primary advantages of Crystal Riv-

er are:
1. More scallops
2. Better water clarity
3. The opportunity to flush your boat, or 

rinse yourself off, in fresh water.

You should verify the capacity of your 
5 gallon bucket by adding water 1 

gallon at a time and marking the level 
of each gallon. This bucket, like many 

“5 gallon” buckets, actually held 6 
gallons when filled to the brim!

Be sure to participate in both the GOFC Scallop Trip 
and the Shrimping trip during August. Then you can 

treat yourself to a meal like this . . . sauteed shrimp and 
scallops over garlic and butter flavored pasta.

Why does Sea World have a 
seafood restaurant? I’m halfway 
through my fish burger, and I 
realize I could be eating a slow 
learner.

— Lynda Montgomery
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The night before I put together a game 
plan with 3 different areas to stop and 
play/develop. First stop would be 25 miles 
offshore at the Intruder Airplane area, 2nd 
stop would be farther offshore in the 21 
Fathom area, and third would be to look 
over the Capo area.

Seas were small with a southerly 
breeze. On the way out there were boats on 
all the inshore wrecks that I have numbers 
for, plus there were boats on some other 
spots that I had no idea what was there. 
Twenty-five miles offshore at the Intruder 
spot in 100 feet I was surprised (but maybe 
should not have been) with 7 boats in the 
small area. Some were anchored, but most 
were drifting. I had been here once before 
and had marked good structure, but the 
boats were on these numbers too. I asked 
one boat captain if we could drift in with 
them. They didn’t mind and gave us the 
thumbs up (thank you). 

We did a few drifts using squid, dead 
sardines, and 6 inch live mullet, but we 
didn’t pick up anything. We only reeled 

up bare hooks, indicat-
ing small fish (nothing 
hit the mullet). I began 
to wonder if live mullet 
make good red snap-
per baits? Another boat 
came up and started 
drifting with us as well. 
At that point I decided 
I wanted a bit more pri-
vacy, so we headed east 
to the 21 Bottom area.

At 21 Fathoms 
(~120 feet), we slowly 
drove around a bit be-
fore finding our first 
number. A significant 
storm was approaching in the distance, so 
we kept an eye on it. As we drifted over 
this number, the kids started picking up 
beeliners and triggerfish. About the third 
drift I grabbed a rod and was lucky enough 
to catch a nice red snapper at 15 pounds.

After boating a few more beeliners, 
porgys, and triggers, I drove around the 
area some more, marking different spots 
and fishing some of them. A couple were 
obvious ledges, and we fished those, catch-
ing more beeliners and triggers. Once we 
finished our beeliner limit, we kept at it, 

picking up more triggers and porgys (but 
no red snapper).

At one point we had a remora and a 
legal cobia swim up, and off the stern we 
saw a LARGE shark at about 9 feet long. 
The shark circled the stern a bit but we 
didn’t really make out what species (except 
that it was large), probably on account of 
trying to entice the cobia. Trying to moti-
vate the cobia we threw it whole squid, cut 
squid, and sardines, plus a jig and a rubber 

Inshore Report
by Captain Russ Roy

We are now into typical Florida Sum-
mer: hot, HOT, Humid, Hot and Hu-

mid, and thunderstorms, lots of thunder-
storms.  When a bolt of lightning strikes 
shallow water, what happens to the fish?  
I don’t know, and I don’t want to go scal-
loping in a thunderstorm to find out.  I do 
know what happens to an angler on a boat 
struck by lightning; of course, this is hear-
say, but I do not care to find out for myself.  
Generally, out best strategy for avoiding 
the bad heat and the lightning is to leave 
early, fish early and get off the water before 
it gets really hot or a nice cooling thunder-
storm rolls in.  

Checking the weather radar early in 
the morning before leaving for the Gulf 
is a good idea and if you have a weather 
app on your cell phone so you can actually 
check on the way over, this is even better.  

The app I have is called WeatherBug and 
it has a live weather radar of your location 
with an “animation” feature so you can see 
where the storms are headed. It has a num-
ber of other features, but of interest here 
is one called Near You Spark.  This will 
quickly tell you how far away from you 
any lightning is and how safe you are.  It 
updates every 60 seconds.  If lightning is 
closer to you than 10 miles, you should not 
be outside.

For people who don’t trust new-fan-
gled gizmos, you can also tell if lightning 
is possible at your boat’s location by stand-
ing on the highest point on your boat, and 
pointing your rod straight up into the sky.  
If your hair stands up on your head, there 
is lots of electrical charge around and light-
ing is a real good bet.  Did you always like 
the nickname Sparky?

Water quality has been improving but 
there is still a lot of brownish water around, 
and with these intense thunderstorms it 
is possible to get local changes in salin-

ity pretty quickly.  Fish will be moving to 
look for temperature and salinity that they 
are comfortable in.  Anglers who are more 
comfortable around fish will have to hunt 
for water with these qualities as well.  On a 
recent trip to Steinhatchee, a lot of floating 
turtle grass was noted from the channel to 
about 7 miles west.  The floating grass went 
out to about 6 miles or more and was thick 
enough so that working artificial lures was 
impossible.  The floating grass looks like 
green or brown ribbons which have broken 
off from the plants growing on the bottom.

Turtle grass, Thalassia testudinum - say 
that quickly three or four times, is tolerant 
of a narrow range of salinity so dumping a 
ton of freshwater on it is not so good.  Any-
way, for whatever reason, all that broken-
off grass makes trolling, spinning, casting, 
and fishing hard to do.  One strategy to 
overcome not being able to work aritificials 
(even weedless jerkbaits got weeded up) is 
to anchor and catch some live baits.  Put a 

Kiel on Page 10

Kiel
Continued from page 4

Inshore on Page 7

A bent rod means a kid is having fun!
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nice pinfish under a bobber and it will still 
weed up as the tide moves the grass along, 
but it won’t be nearly as bad as working a 
MirrOlure with its three trebles.

Unfortunately for this good idea of us-
ing live bait, a non-targeted species will 
likely show a lot of interest in your pinfish 
“volunteer.” These unwanted guys will 
include common sharks like blacktips and 
Atlantic sharpnose sharks and they will 
make fast work of your live baits.  (It is not 
unheard of for these guys to hit artificials 
as well.)

These sharks are edible.  One of the 
possible ingredients in “Fish and Chips” 
found in various countries in the former 
British Empire is shark rather than fish.  
Hey, sharks don’t have bones, right?  So, 
they are easier to clean and no lawsuits 
from people choking on fish bones.  Shark 
meat does have a “taste” however due to 
the urea in its blood.  Bleeding sharks, and 

icing them down quickly, will help with 
the taste, as will soaking the fillets in lem-
on juice before cooking. I’ve tried shark in 
the past and did an experiment by serving 
my family two different piles of fried fish.  
I told them that one pile might have bones 
and the other didn’t not have any bones. 
They picked the latter pile and were only 
told it was shark after they had finished. I 
got no complaints.

I rarely keep a shark anymore, but just 
release them and move to another spot if 
possible.

July and August are pretty hot and 
fishing can be pretty tiring.  Most people 
prefer to scallop as far as being on the wa-
ter and wait until September to resume 
fishing.  One aspect of scalloping that I en-
joy is looking carefully at the grass beds in 
terms of the fish that I see along with other 
critters, like rays, crabs, shrimp and so 
forth.  For an angler, learning more about 
fish habitat is always useful.  Also, if you 
have family members who don’t like to 
fish, scalloping can be a possible alterna-

tive so everyone can spend some time on 
the water.

Finally, grouper season is open as far 
as gags are concerned.  If I am going to 
risk lightning and get really hot for hours, 
I would sure rather have a grouper than a 
trout.  Hope the Offshore Report guy puts 
some good numbers in his report!

905 NW 56th Terrace, Suite A  352-331-8044
www.ellettinsurance.com  E-mail: Ellett@bellsouth.net

Ed Ellett, CPCU, CLU, CIC

Life Insurance for dying too soon. 
Annuities for preserving what you 
have and fighting inflation. Long Term 
Care Insurance for when longevity 
becomes challenging. Home, Auto, 
Boat, Umbrella, Disability, and Business 
Insurance for the challenges in between.

Inshore
Continued from page 6

In these sad and ominous days of 
mad fortune chasing, every patriotic, 
thoughtful citizen, whether he fishes 
or not, should lament that we have 
not among our countrymen more 
fishermen.

— Grover Cleveland
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Shark Toothing: 
Diving off Venice 

Florida
By Captain Brian Kiel

Took a trip with the family and a friend 
to Venice, Florida, to do a two tank 

shark toothing dive. Venice is well known 
as a shark toothing destination, and be-
fore kids, my wife and I loved doing beach 
dives looking for sharks teeth. We always 
did well in shark tooth numbers, but I nev-
er found the elusive large Megalodon tooth 
(Extinct Giant White Shark, Carcharocles 
megalodon). 

Boat Dive

We did two boat dives 
with the dive company, 
Florida West SCUBA, in 
28-30 feet of water in the 
area called the “Bone-
yard”. The underwater 
conditions were pleas-
ant with 82 degree water 
but with a poor 6-8 foot 
murky visibility—enough 
visibility to look for teeth, 
however. 

We only found a cou-
ple of teeth in our two 
dives (82 minutes each 
bottom time), which was 
a bit disappointing, but 
I did manage to find my 
largest Megalodon tooth 
yet! So in light of that, it 
was a successful couple 
of dives. There were to 
my knowledge two other 
good sized megalodon 

teeth picked up, 
along with a lot 
of bone material 
(11 divers). Flor-
ida West SCUBA 
did a great job 
and was a fine 
company to dive 
with.

Beach Dive 

In years past 
my wife and I 
always did well 
diving for shark 
teeth off the 
beach in 18 feet 
of water, so my buddy and I did a beach 
dive off the Venice Service Park beach. We 

geared up, finned out 300 yards on the sur-
face, and then dropped down to 18 feet of 

water. 
Visibility was worse 

than off the dive boat, but 
by continuing to fin west-
ward undewater, we hit 
an inshore reef in 22 feet, 
the visibility improved to 
6 -8 feet, and we started 
finding the characteristic 
black fossilized material 
in which you find sharks 
teeth. The pickings here 
were good but just like ev-
erywhere else there was a 
thin layer of sediment on 
everything. 

95% of the teeth pic-
tured at left were from the 
beach dive.

A nice morning

Brian’s haul . . . a combination of Sand shark, Bull, Lemon, one 
Megalodon tooth (largest) and stingray mouth plates and barbs.

2013 Boating 
Accident Statistics

FWC News Release

Sixty-two people lost their lives in Flor-
ida last year in boating accidents, and 

there have already been 11 deaths so far 
this year, according to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, which 

has released its 2013 Boating Accident Sta-
tistical Report.

“Often, accidents can be prevented by 
more careful operation,” said Lt. Seth Wag-
ner. “It is critical for operators to maintain a 
proper lookout and focus on what is going 
on around their boat at all times.”

“The leading type of accident continues 
to be boaters colliding with other boats or 
objects,” Wagner said. “With the number of 
boaters in our beautiful state, it’s important 

to pay close attention to everything that’s 
going on around you.” Failing to have a 
proper lookout is a leading cause of boat-
ing accidents, statistics show.

In fatal accidents, drowning is the lead-
ing cause of death. “There’s an easy fix. 
Wear a life jacket,” Wagner said. “There 
are several styles of life jackets available to 
boaters that won’t interfere with your boat-
ing experience and may save your life.”
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Scalloping Offers 
Family Friendly Fun

FWC Press Release

I’ll never forget my first time scalloping. 
It was 2008 and there I was, face down in 

the water, sun warming up my back, sea-
grass tickling my feet and legs, searching 
for hidden treasure and trying not to look 
up, lest there be something larger than me 
swimming about. A boat loomed above us, 
dive flag displayed, warning others that 
folks were in the water. In the distance, the 
Steinhatchee coast sat, waiting for our re-
turn. That was the day I fell in love with the 
sport of scalloping.

There is something calming about in-
tensely looking through plot after plot of 
identical grass for a hidden shell.

You may not believe it, but I even enjoy 
the cleaning part (something that makes me 
quite popular with the scalloping crowd).

It is easy to see why the season is touted 
as a family-friendly activity. Anyone who 
can snorkel can participate, and if they 
don’t want to be in the water, relaxing in 
the boat is not bad either. Cleaning time is 
great for catching up on the latest gossip or 
fishing tale. And then, after all is said and 
done, you get to take your bounty home 
and make a delicious family meal.

The economic benefits of the season are 
huge: boatloads of people flock to the open 
region, often staying a few nights, renting 
boats, eating in local restaurants and pur-
chasing tackle and gear while enjoying the 
opportunity to harvest a great food from 
numerous access points. The open region 
includes all Gulf state waters (from shore 
to 9 nautical miles) from the Pasco-Her-
nando County line to the west bank of the 
Mexico Beach Canal in Bay County. While 
scallops can be found outside of these open 
areas, it is within this region that bay scal-
lops are found in large enough numbers to 
be sustainably harvested.

This year, Governor Rick Scott asked 
the FWC to open the bay scallop season 
June 28th instead of July 1st. This way the 
season would open on a weekend and visi-
tors and residents alike would be free to 
take full advantage of the beginning of the 
season.

Don’t feel rushed though, while the be-
ginning of the season is exciting, there are 
plenty of opportunities for success mid to 

late in the season. By then, scallops have 
gotten bigger and are sometimes easier to 
find.

Interested in participating? While a 
boat will provide you with the most access 
to scalloping areas, there are places you 
can walk to from shore. At the very mini-
mum, you will need a mask or goggles, a 
recreational fishing license (unless you are 
exempt), something to hold your scallop 
catch in such as a mesh bag, and something 
to make sure you don’t go over your limit, 
which is 2 gallons of whole scallops in the 
shell, or one pint meat per person.

Have a boat? The maximum vessel lim-
it is 10 gallons of whole scallops in the shell 
or ½ gallon of meat. The daily per-person 
bag limit still applies but, for example, if 

you have more than five people aboard 
(each being able to take 2 gallons whole), 
you still cannot have more than 10 gallons 
total. Bag limits help ensure the scallop 
population remains sustainable.

A divers-down flag is also required 
when scalloping from a boat to ensure oth-
er boaters are aware that there are people 
in the water. Stay safe this season and re-
member to use your divers-down flag. To 
learn more about these requirements, visit 
MyFWC.com/Boating and click on “Boat-
ing Regulations” and “Divers-Down Flag.”

Once onshore, cleaning scallops is a 
cinch. Use an old spoon or knife (just be 
careful) to pry the shells slightly apart and 

Fun on Page 13
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eel, but it wasn’t interested in anything and 
left. In the back of my mind I was thinking 
about putting together a bow-fishing rig 
like I used to shoot rough fish in Wisconsin 
as a kid.

The kids caught a lot of fish, and we 
had pretty good weather despite it pick-
ing up a bit later. The ocean was beautiful 
and alive with mola molas, leatherback and 
loggerhead turtles. With the exception of 
my not finding enough red snapper for the 
kids to tangle with, it was an excellent day 
on the water with some good kids!

Ode to Sea Snaker: 
Nearshore St. Augy

By Captain Brian Kiel

I’m late posting this. Trying to push away 
from the computer and summer vacation 

is keeping me busy.

I can only imagine a poem that Sea 
Snaker maybe whispers to himself while 
fishing for his beloved spades…

Oh beautiful Spadefish, Oh beautiful spade-
fish,

How I love thy pull
I have lots of jellyballs on board
Please bite ‘em and pull 

My Panga is aware of your hunger
My fishbox awaits your presence
Oh beautiful spadefish come play wid me

Anyway, I digress. Wanting to give a 
couple of boys some fish pulling, I took my 
15 year old son Casey and his buddy Ethan 

to some of the near shore wrecks. We ran 
the beach up to the Dessert looking for po-
gies, but we didn’t find anything. We did 
stop to net some jelly balls in anticipation 
of playing with spadefish. 

Heading over to Bunny Web, I thought 
we’d maybe pick up a cobia, but we didn’t 
see one. The first fish did stretch the line, 
but it was not exactly what we were look-
ing for.

The highlight was that it was Ethan’s 
first barracuda. This ‘cuda had previously 
eaten another line, and as we released it we 
pulled that hook out too.

Bottom fishing with squid wasn’t too 
productive other than small black seabass 
and small grunts. Since there were plenty 
of spades, we put out a chum bag full of 
jellyballs, and the spades circled just like 
injuns circling a wagon train.

The spades were finicky at first, but 
once they found the chum bag and things 
got competitive, it didn’t take but a few 
seconds to get hooked up. As the infamous 

Kiel
Continued from page 6

Kiel on Page 11
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Sea Snaker has noted, they pull hard and 
are like panfish on steroids.

The boys caught their fill, and we de-
cided to move around a bit to hit numbers 
I had not visited before. Without finding 
anything at these numbers, we ended up 
in the Ponte Vedra Grounds area, and 
on live bottom found a school of what 
looked to be small kings. Trolling through 
we picked one up, but it was mauled by a 
pack of ‘cudas. They were on top of it, and 
the water was boiling and frothing as they 
mauled it. Whatever it was, we never did 
find out as it came back without the lure.

Towards the end of the trip Casey 
was rigging another blue runner to go 
out on the flatline when the frisky runner 
changed things up a bit and caused the 

baiter to bait himself. Course you gotta 
take a photo while you are laughing.

Fortunately it was no real big deal but 
it certainly reinforced the idea that you 
have to pay attention to detail when rig-
ging live baits with trebles. Two plastic 
tie wraps looped together and a count of 
“One, Two…” and a YANK, and he’s back 
in business again. None-the-worse except 
for the ribbing he’s getting from me.

From a meat perspective we didn’t 
slay the fish but it certainly was a fun 
day spent on the water. 

Caught by the bait!

Kiel
Continued from page 10

Carpe Diem - Seize the day Carpe 
Noctum - Seize the night Carpin 
Denium - there’s a bloody fish in 
my jeans.

— Nosum Latin
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Men’s Ellett Point Standings
31 March 2014

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Reed, Dale 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.10 23.13 13.50 25.00 36.00 25.00 4.75 17.59 4.50 14.96 4.90 23.33 3.80 17.08 1 147.09

McElroy, Ross 16.25 23.21 0.00 19.91 14.22 0.00 11.25 20.83 0.00 6.50 24.07 5.25 17.45 0.00 2.00 8.99 0 108.79

Byatt, John 0.00 1.3125 7.23 35.00 25.00 1.13 12.39 7.00 12.96 0.00 6.63 24.54 4.69 15.58 0.00 2.19 9.83 0 107.53

Ellett, Ed 0.00 0.98 5.40 0.00 2.27 25.00 6.30 11.67 9.10 6.32 0.00 0.00 5.25 25.00 2.81 12.64 1 87.02

Wilson, Hal 17.5 25.00 0.00 17.85 12.75 0.00 9.28 17.19 0.00 0.00 4.76 15.81 1.74 8.29 1.67 7.51 0 86.54

Morales, Carlos 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 16.52 9.00 16.67 0.00 4.50 16.67 0.00 2.50 11.90 5.00 22.47 0 84.23

Horn, Phil 0.00 2.5625 14.11 0.00 2.25 24.78 0.00 0.00 5.43 20.11 0.00 0.00 5.56 25.00 1 85.00

Cooper, Virgil 0.00 4.54 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.12 17.02 0.00 4.81 21.62 1 64.64

Shands, Joe 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.75 25.00 7.52 25.00 0.00 3.00 13.48 1 64.48

Baillee, Waldon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.19 19.22 6.27 20.84 0.00 4.55 20.45 3 63.52

Roy, Russ 16 22.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.00 9.03 0.00 3.50 11.64 2.00 9.52 1.00 4.49 0 57.54

Daniels, Eric 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.43 14.73 4.93 23.48 0.00 1 39.20

Graf, Lou 16.125 23.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 6.65 1.40 6.67 0.00 0 36.35

Kiel, Brian 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.12 12.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.90 8.54 3 23.87

Cutright, Jack 0.00 1.03 5.67 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.64 11.87 3 20.54

Browning, Mike 0.00 0.93 5.12 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.65 11.91 3 20.03

Robinson, Andrew 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.44 19.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 19.33

Robinson, Mark 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.06 18.63 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1 19.63

Hinton, Chic 0.00 0.77 4.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.27 10.20 0 14.44

Daniels, Ian 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.43 11.40 0.00 0.00 1 12.40

Carter, Dennis 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.50 6.74 0 6.74

Allen, Charles 0.00 1.0625 5.85 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 5.85

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings
31 March 2014

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Knopf, Ken 36.2 25.00 0.00 32.20 17.14 2.38 25.00 12.10 25.00 0.00 0.00 6.21 25.00 1.56 9.81 1.13 7.14 4 138.10

Turner, Allen 0.00 1.26 25.00 0.00 1.23 12.95 0.00 0.00 3.45 15.68 2.58 10.39 3.98 25.00 3.18 20.19 4 113.21

Knopf, Debby 16.7 11.53 0.00 46.97 25.00 0.00 6.8 14.05 28.8 25.00 0.00 3.14 12.64 0.75 4.71 0.00 4 96.93

Patrick, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.50 25.00 4.99 20.09 0.00 3.94 25.00 1 71.09

New Dive Buoy 
Rule

FWC News Release

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) announced 

changes that were made by the Florida 
Legislature and approved by the governor 
to divers-down flag requirements.

House Bill 1049, by Rep. Raschein and 
Sen. Abruzzo, created an additional oppor-
tunity for divers to stay safe. Effective July 
1, when in the water, they may display a 
buoy with a series of divers-down symbols 
as an alternative to the traditional divers-
down flag.

The buoy can be three or four-sided 
and must have a divers-down symbol of 
at least 12-by-12-inches displayed on each 
of the flat sides. Such a buoy should help 
divers, especially those in open waters, be 
more visible to passing boats.

Divers-down symbols displayed on-
board a boat must still be a flag at least 
20-by-24-inches and displayed at a high 
point where it is visible from any direction. 
Divers may still use a divers-down flag of 
at least 12-by-12-inches on a float when 
towed along with them while in the water.

Being highly visible to boaters is criti-
cal to keeping divers and snorkelers safe in 
the water.

“Divers should stay within the required 
distance of their flag or buoy – 300 feet in 

open water and 100 feet in rivers, inlets 
and channels, as that’s where boat opera-
tors are expecting you to be. Boat operators 
should do their best to stay these same dis-
tances away from any divers-down flag or 
buoy, and all boats being operated within 
these distances from a divers-down sym-
bol must be slowed to no more than idle 
speed,” said Capt. Tom Shipp, who leads 
the FWC’s boating safety efforts. “This will 
ensure everyone gets to enjoy the water 
safely.”
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Women’s Ellett Point Standings
31 March 2014

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Reed, Liz 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.80 25.00 0.00 3.50 25.00 0 50.00

Rothfork, Brittany 13.8 25.00 0.00 21.80 25.00 0.00 6.90 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.60 25.00 0.00 1 101.00

Daniels, Gwendolyn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.21 16.72 0.00 0.00 1 17.72

Cutright, Melvina 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.25 16.07 0 16.07

Carter, Debbie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.75 12.50 0 12.50

Youth Ellett Point Standings
31 March 20134

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Wagner, Reid 23 26.14 0.00 14.92 0.00 0.00 11.00 51.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.54 10.69 0.00 0 88.82

Baillie, Mikayla 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.29 25.00 0.00 1.34 25.00 1 51.00

Wagner, Riley 22 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.29 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 50.00

Thomas, Charlie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.60 25.00 0.00 0 25.00

Wagner, Ryan 21 23.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 23.86

John Ellett
A little about the “John Ellett” award 

namesake. John was Ed Ellett’s father, cur-
rent GOFC member and a past President. 
John was a regular guy that, like the mem-
bers of this club, loved to fish! He enjoyed 
the intrigue of figuring out what they 
would bite, when and how. He enjoyed pid-
dling with his tackle and boat. He enjoyed 
exploring new areas. Most importantly, he 
enjoyed sharing the experience with his 
family, friends and new acquaintances. 
Does this sound familiar? Is this you? To 
encourage above he started giving a mod-
est grand club prize and it continues to this 
day. John passed away on his birthday, De-
cember 23, 2009, at age 92. Probably, 88 of 
his years were filled with fishing experienc-
es! He would be honored to know the Club 
continues the Award in his name.

then run the spoon along the inside of one 
of the shells, which will separate the meat 
from the shell. Once open, you will see 
the white scallop meat in the middle, sur-

rounded by the darker guts. Run the spoon 
around the edge of the guts and then pull 
it up and off, leaving only the scallop meat 
attached to the shell. Finally, use the spoon 
to separate the meat from the shell. This is 
just one way to do it (another fan favorite 
involves a shop-vac), so feel free to do some 
research before getting started.

Bay scallops are great sautéed and 
tossed in with pasta, or 
eaten over a bed of lettuce. 
There are tons of recipes 
out there, and looking for 
them is almost as exciting as 
searching for the scallops.

I hope you can get out 
on the water and experience 
this wonderful season your-
self. If you do, don’t forget 
to send us your photos at 
Saltwater@MyFWC.com.

Fun
Continued from page 9

Scallops sometimes try to swim away by “jet 
propulsion.”
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A Week in the Keys
By Captain Charlie Courtney

After an uneventful trip towing Danny 
Martin’s 25 foot Contender, MegaByte,  

to the Keys behind his elderly Tahoe, Dan-
ny, Andrea Gabrielli, and I arrived at Lit-
tle Torch Key and checked into our rental 
house on Saturday, July 5th for a week of 
fishing. We planned to target billfish, wa-
hoo and dolphin in the Gulf Stream.

Along the way we saw the first Key 
Deer of the trip as we crossed Big Pine Key. 
The little deer was about the size of a collie.

Soon after arrival I phoned home to 
check in with Debby only to learn that 5 
inches of rain had fallen at my house dur-
ing a terrific thunderstorm. Debby said that 
she had never seen so much water in our 

front yard. The septic drain field was flood-
ed and the septic tank’s lift pump alarm 
was beeping like crazy. 

Debby had called Myers Septic, and 
they told her how to silence the alarm. 
They also told her that the septic tank 
probably would have to be pumped out on 
Monday. Debby then mentioned that the 
sinkhole across the street from our house 
had reopened from all that rain. A great 
start to my week of relaxation. 

That evening, we ate dinner at the No 
Name Pub followed by a “hunt” for Key 
Deer and sunset viewing. The decor at the 
Pub was interesting, the 1/2 pound grou-
per sandwich filling, the Key Deer cute, and 
the sunset spectacular. All of the houses on 
Big Pine had a 3 foot high browse line on 
the shrubbery. Apparently the deer much 

prefer nibbling on shrub-
bery to mangroves.

Day 1 found us a bit 
disorganized, thus we got 
a late start. The fishing 
was tough, and we had 
to search far and wide 
(covering over 80 nautical 
miles) for three dolphin, 
the largest of which was 
11 pounds. The sargassum 
weeds were widely scat-
tered into small patches 
rather than forming the 
long weedlines that dol-
phin favor. The heart-
breaker came late in the 
day when we lost a MON-
STER wahoo to a too tight 
drag.

Day 2 could best be titled 
“Stormy Weather.” The morn-
ing forecast was for more 
wind than we were comfort-
able with, so we delayed our 
start until 10:00 a.m. when 
the seas began to lay down. 
We headed directly offshore, 
spending about 30 minutes 
trolling each weed line that 
we came across. The first three 
weed lines were ill-formed, 
but we hit the jackpot with 
the fourth . . . a well-formed 
weedline in 700 feet of water 
that was holding dolphin. 

We quickly put a fish in 
the boat and had just lost an-

other when we heard a clap of thunder. The 
small squall we had noticed on arrival was 
rapidly growing in size 
and intensity. 

We decided to run 
around the squall to its 
back side and follow it 
until it had passed over 
our weed line so we could 
resume fishing. This is 
a maneuver we have 
done hundreds of times, 
as these summer storms 
tend to be very compact 
and move in a predicable 
manner. 

Unfortunately, given 
the very light steering 
winds (the sea was almost 

slick by this time), the squall expanded 
in all four directions rather than moving 
down wind like well-behaved ones nor-
mally do. (This storm n its early stages is 
pictured on the magazine cover.) 

It was 20 miles later when we finally 
made it around its edge to the back side of 
the squall. Since the squall then decided to 
move towards shore at a leisurely 3 mph, it 
was two more hours until we were back on 
our weed line, but by then the dolphin bite 
had turned off. Today’s meager dolphin fil-
lets cost us a whopping $200 in boat fuel!

Day 3 saw us skunked (along with ev-
erybody else). Perfect weather, perfect troll-
ing conditions, no fish (except for two sub 
legal dolphin). Even the charter captains Our ride for the week.

Danny poses for the obligatory dead fish photo. We are 
having grilled mahi tonight!

Keys on Page 15

A 1/2 lb. grouper sandwich is really filling!
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were complaining over the radio about to-
day’s lack of fish.

Day 4 brought lots fish and lots fun. 
With the offshore bite not doing so well, we 
did a change of approach and went fishing 
for yellowtail snapper. 

We anchored over the outer edge of the 
reef and commenced chumming. To our 
surprise, what showed up first in the chum 
line were dolphin . . . lots of little “peanut” 
dolphin. So many that we lost track of how 
many we caught. They were a really fun on 
the light spinning tackle we use for catch-

ing yellowtail. 
Andrea was so excited that he called on 

his iPhone to his brother, Marco, in Rome 
(Italy, not Georgia) and showed him live 
video of the action as it was happening. It’s 
kinda scary what one can do with modern 
communications technology these days. 

Oh, and we also caught some yellow-
tail and cero mackerel. In the afternoon 
we trolled offshore for a while and caught 
more sublegal “peanut” dolphin until a 
thunderstorm chased us in.

Day 5 dawned as A Blustery Day, al-
most too windy to fish, but we did. We 
caught a few small yellowtails and dol-
phin, but nothing special. We did catch 
and release two large specimens of “trash” 
fish—a 20 pound barracuda and a 25 pound 
jack crevalle—plus Andrea hooked up to 
what I think was a big nurse shark that he 

could not stop. It ran 
200 yards onto the reef 
against as heavy a drag 
as we dared to apply 
before cutting the line 
on some coral. We came 
in a little early and beat 
a nasty thunderstorm 
back to the dock.

Day 6 brought no 
fish. We fished for only 
a half day as we had 
to put the boat on the 
trailer for the 475 mile 
return trip to Gaines-
ville the next day. 

Yesterday’s blus-
tery weather contin-

ued, albeit with slightly less 
wind, which blew apart the 
weed lines that had formed 
during the middle of the 
week. We had a few dolphin 
strikes, but they were too 
small to swallow our large 
baits, so we returned to the 
dock empty handed in early 
afternoon. 

After loading up for the 
return trip, we went to Key 
West for a nice dinner at the 
El Siboney restaurant, fol-
lowed by a visit to Mallory 
Square to catch the sunset 
and the street performers.

The trip back to Gaines-
ville was uneventful other 

than having to drive through a few thun-
derstorms. However, Danny kept us on 
edge by telling tales of 
the trailering and boating 
disasters that occurred on 
some of his previous trips 
to the Keys.

One thing Danny did 
that I thought was very 
smart was to check the 
temperature of each hub 
and tire on the trailer and 
each tire on his Tahoe at 
every fuel stop. For this 
he used an inexpensive 
infrared thermomenter 
that he purchased locally 
from Radio Shack. All he 
did to take a reading was 
to point the instrument at 

the tire or hub from a distance of some 6 
inches or so and read the temperature from 
the instrument’s LCD display..

Throughout the drive to and from the 
Keys, all hubs and tires on the same side 
of the trailer read with 5 degrees of one an-
other, but, interestingly, the tires and hubs 
on the sunward side of the trailer were con-
sistently 10-15 degrees warmer than those 
on the shaded side. The day after we got 
home I went to radio Shack and purchased 
an infrared thermometer for my own traile-
ring use.

Keys
Continued from page 14

Like nearly every fish we caught that week, the 
yellowtail snapper were running small.

Fried whole yellowtail snapper at the El Siboney Cuban 
restaurant.

Fish on! Andrea and Danny double up.
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Terry netted what we first assumed to be 
a really big pompano. We generally catch 
one or two pompano a year out of Cedar 
Key and they’re always a very pleasant 
surprise that check all the boxes – they 
out-pull a crevalle jack and (at least in my 
opinion) are one of the best tasting fish to 
be caught. High fives and into the ice chest 
it went. Back home it weighed 5lb 11oz on 
my electronic scale and after quickly con-
sulting the GOFC website for club records, 

discovered it easily bested the current re-
cord for pompano. However, to my eyes, 
pompano and permit are very similar and I 
wondered if this could be a permit instead. 
The FWC site has a good guide on distin-
guishing pompano from permit and after 
looking at the fin placement and counting 
soft rays in the dorsal and anal fins, it turns 
out I had a permit. Even better - a new 
species for me, still a new club record and 
great first for the new ride.

A week later, Carlos Morales (GOFC’s 
web guru) invited me to join him on his 
newly acquired 22’ Pathfinder to see if we 
could put some cobia and grouper blood 

on the deck. Carlos has 
solved the get-to-the-ramp-
at-the-crack-o’-dawn-to-
get-a-parking-spot problem 
by keeping his boat at the 
Cedar Key Marina. We got 
on the water at the civilized 
hour of 9:30 am and pulled 
up to the Steel Tower about 
25 minutes later. The water 
was still quite stained with 
maybe 4’ visibility, with 
hordes of spadefish; but 
no cobia were in evidence, 
so we headed over to the 
Whistle Buoy. Carlos had 
a pinfish under a bobber, 
while I stuck to my usual 
inshore habit of casting a 
jig to structure, but in this 
case the jig was sporting 
an artificial eel. After only 
a few minutes, the jig was 
hit hard by something that 
started pulling lots of drag 
and I started questioning 
the wisdom of using me-
dium spinning gear to fish 
for cobia. Fortunately the 
fish didn’t make a break 

for the buoy and after dragging me around 
the boat a few times Carlos gaffed the cobia 
and flipped it onto the deck and boy, did 
it bloody the boat! The gaff went through 
the gills and there was blood everywhere. 
Again, high fives and into the ice chest it 
went. Probably fifteen minutes later after 
washing off most of the gore, we headed 
back to the buoy to see if our thoroughly 
exsanguinated fish had been hanging out 
with any others. We saw three other cobia 
circling the buoy and after hooking and los-
ing fish twice we finally hooked the largest 
of the three and brought that one to the gaff 
too. This second fish was way too long to fit 
in the cooler, so we decided to leave grou-
per fishing to another day and headed back 
to the marina to clean the boat and fish. All 
in all, a very successful trip and great mojo 
for Carlos’ new boat. 

If you’re able, don’t miss this month’s 
meeting (July 22nd at the Vet School) be-
cause long time club member Richard Mc-
David will be presenting and providing 
lots of tips on offshore fishing in general. 
Richard is not only a great fisherman with 
a ton of experience fishing the waters of the 
Big Bend - he also has some great stories.

And finally, Mark Robinson volun-
teered to take over updating the Ellett 
point standings. Allen Turner had been 
doing this for a very long time and many 
thank go out to Allen for taking care of this 
duty for so many years. The standings on 
the website were updated the first week of 
July and we’ll do our best to keep the Ellett 
standings updated every month.

I hope everyone else is getting out on 
the water and having as much fun this 
summer as I am.

President
Continued from page 3

Our fearless president annoints Carlos’ new 
Pathfinder with a keeper cobia.

New Lionfish Rules
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) made several changes at a June 18 meeting in 
Fort Myers that will help combat the lionfish invasion in 
Florida waters. Lionfish are an invasive species that have 
a negative impact on native wildlife and habitat.Approved 
changes go into effect Aug. 1 and include:

▪ Prohibiting the importation of live lionfish.

▪ Allowing the harvest of lionfish when diving with a 
rebreather, a device that recycles air and allows divers to 
remain in the water for longer periods of time.

▪ Allowing participants in approved tournaments and 
other organized events to spear lionfish or other invasive 
species in areas where spearfishing is not allowed. This 
will be done through a permitting system.
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