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Events Calendar
Monthly Meetings 

Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month (note that this is not 
the last Tuesday in those months having 5 
Tuesdays). Fellowship begins at 7:00 p.m., 
with the meeting program beginning at 7:30. 
No monthly meetings are held in February, 
June, August, November or December, 
being replaced, respectively, by the Seafood 
and Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual 
Social, the Cookout & Auction, and your 
own Christmas holiday activities. The GOFC 
Board of Directors meets at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Northwest Grill the 1st Tuesday of the month. 
Interested GOFC members may attend.

Coming Events

Ed and Sheila Crapo will once again host the 
GOFC Oyster Roast at their beautiful home 
starting at 6:00 p.m. on January 22nd. GOFC 
Board Members promise an abundance of 
the shelly critters, both roasted and fried, plus 
burgers and hot dogs for those who are not 
fond of shellfish. Please bring a side dish or 
dessert.

The January 25th monthly meeting will on 
back2basics. Russ Roy will tell us how to catch 
sheepshead and Allen Turner will give a reel 
cleaning/repair presentation. Allen also will 
be calibrating scales for use in the 2016 Ellett 
Contest, so please bring any hand scales you’d 
like calibrated for the new year (remember 
that an officially callibrated scale is needed for 
weighing ‘Heavy Fish’).

The Annual Seafood and Awards Banquet 
will be held February 26th at Ken adn Debby 
Knopfs’ Boat Barn. In addition to great food 
and awards, there will be the annual dessert 
contest, so please bring a dessert.

Amberjack, Gray 
Triggerfish, and Red 

Grouper Opened January 
1st

NOAA Fisheries News Release

The recreational seasons for gray triggerfish, red 
grouper, and greater amberjack open in federal 

waters January 1, 2016.  All three recreational seasons 
closed earlier this year because the annual catch targets/
limits were reached sooner than expected. 

Additionally, the greater amberjack size limit in-
creases to 34 inches fork length (tip of the lower jaw to 
the center of the fork in the tail) beginning January 4, 
2016. The size limit increase aims to ensure the larger, 
more reproductive fish remain in the water, giving them 
a chance to reproduce before being harvested.

Red Snapper Quota 
Reallocation Proposed

NOAA Fisheries Bulletin

NOAA Fisheries proposes to reallocate the Gulf of 
Mexico 2016 and 2017 red snapper stock annual 

catch limit between the commercial and recreational sec-
tors from 51:49 percent to 48.5:51.5 percent, respectively. 
As a result, the proposed reallocation would result in re-
vising the 2016 and 2017:
• Commercial quotas,
• Recreational quotas and annual catch targets,
• Sub-quotas and annual catch targets for the 

private angling and federal for-hire com-
ponents within the recreational sector. 

Cover
The winning picture in the Club’s annual photo 
contest: Lou Graf and Jay Peacock excitedly show 
off their large grouper. Photo by Justin Magnifico. 
See more Photo Contest pictures on page 14.
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President’s 
Message
By Hal Wilson

Hey GOFCers, the weather has been 
cold or blowing for about two weeks. 

We tried to fish last weekend but the wind 
stopped us. Now this week we have had 
cold nights for four days.

The Oyster Roast will be held at Ed 
and Sheila Crapo’s home in Micanopy on 
Friday, January 22, 2016. Hopefully the 
weather will cooperate and there will be no 
rain. In the event of rain The Roast will be 
held the next evening, Saturday, January 23, 
2016.

Lots of delicious oysters will be fried 
by Tommy Thompson and I will be helping 
him. We always have a big crowd and I am 
sure members will have good time. We get 
our oysters from Cedar Key Oyster House 
and will have fried or baked (steamed) on 
Ed Crapo’s grille pit.

Come out and bring the family.

“Only those become weary of 
angling who bring nothing to it but 
the idea of catching fish.”

— Rafael Sabatine (1875-1950)
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts 
All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our 
regular contributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member 
reports section of the next quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year, 
readers should gain a stronger understanding of how things change with the seasons and what to do 
about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones.

Holy Mackerel! 
My First Saltwater 

Keeper
By Michaela Mertz

Growing up outside of St. Louis, MO I 
had the chance to go trout fishing (and 

the occasional salmon fishing) with my dad 
and grandpa on numerous weekends. As I 
grew older, my love for the sport only grew 
and I learned to be an efficient trout fisher 
woman on my own. However, moving to 
Florida meant that I would have to change 
my fishing habits. Little did I know that the 
transition from freshwater trout to saltwa-
ter fish would be one of the most exciting 
experiences of my life. 

In June 2015 I moved to Gainesville 
from Fayetteville, Arkansas where I did 
my undergraduate education. Before start-
ing graduate school I knew I wanted to find 
out what opportunities I had to try to trout 
fish. Through internet searching and ask-
ing around I managed to find the Gaines-
ville Offshore Fishing Club. Since I was a 
complete novice at saltwater fishing and 
freshwater fishing in Florida, I thought it 
would be an excellent opportunity for me 
to get out fishing. 

During the 2015 Fall Tournament, I 
was invited to join Ken and Debby Knopf 
aboard their boat, and I caught my first 
keeper saltwater fish and the biggest fish I 
have ever caught — a 28 pound king mack-
erel. 

I was caught off guard when the first 
thing the Knopf’s said after we were 
stopped in open water was that we needed 
to fish for bait. I had never had to do “pre-
fishing” before. From that moment I real-
ized that we were going after much bigger 

fish than the 1-2 pound rainbow trout I was 
used to. 

While fishing for bait, we decided to 
put some lines out the back of the boat 
just to see if we could catch anything. Ken 
taught me how to rig up a floating live-bait 
line using pinfish and balloons and then 
cast the line off the back. In the meantime 
we went back to bait fishing. 

A few minutes later the reel started 
screaming. Ken said I could have the first 
one, so I went for it. He 
did a great job coaching 
me through bringing in 
the fish. I was used to 
using sheer force to over-
power smaller fish, but I 
knew I couldn’t do that 
here. Despite being the 
hardest fight I had with a 
fish, it wasn’t as hard as 
I had imagined for a fish 
of that size and it only 
lasted about 10 minutes. 
I had heard some stories 
about how it takes for-
ever to bring in big fish. 

When the fish got 
closer Ken saw it before I 
did, and he got really ex-
cited. At first I didn’t un-
derstand why until I saw it. I was shocked! 
I had never seen a fish that big in person, 
let alone on my line. Once close enough, 
Ken gaffed it for me and got it into the 
boat. The adrenaline rush and excitement 
from catching that kingfish stayed with me 
all day, and from that moment on I knew 
this was a hobby that I definitely wanted to 
keep up with! 

Later in the day we headed back to 
shore to get our fish to the weigh in. As ex-
cited as I was about my fish, I decided that I 
was going to carry it over the weigh station 
by myself. This proved more difficult that I 

thought it would. The weight wasn’t neces-
sarily the problem, but the shape and slip-
periness of the fish made that 100 feet or so 
walk pretty tough. However, the surprised 
look on everyone’s faces made it worth it. It 
was a great way to start off catching saltwa-
ter keepers and I knew it would be the first 
of many fun fishing stories yet to come. 

Aside from catching an amazing fish, I 
learned more about what I really need to 
be a self-sufficient saltwater fisher. Now I 

have a better idea about what types of bait 
poles, reel types, what pole length and 
strength, line strength, and various types of 
lures/bait are necessary. Slowly but surely 
I will get outfitted. 

Also, I learned that if I could, I would 
spend every day out on the water. I wasn’t 
sure how I would take being on a boat 9 
miles offshore, but I didn’t get seasick and 
felt incredibly relaxed (even when the fish 
weren’t biting). In general this trip bol-

Reports on Page 5

A grinning Michaela poses with her first ever really  
big fish.
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stered my love for fishing and spurred me 
to continue to learn about all saltwater fish-
ing has to offer. 

Ken and Debby Knopf — you are two 
amazing club members who welcomed 
a novice like me with open arms. I also 
wanted to use this article to thank you two 
for allowing me to come along and borrow 
supplies as well. This was truly an amaz-
ing fishing trip and I hope we can go again 
sometime!

Steinhatchee Trips
By Ed Ellett

December 15th

Pictured are Ken with a nice, male hog 
snapper and yours truly with female hog 
snapper. Also pictured, yours truly, smiling 
ear to ear with my final Ten Slam comple-
tion fish — a 1.29 pound flounder. 

My wife, Marcia, thought the flounder 
“was rather small” (she has a 2.59 pounder 
that she caught when we were guests of 
Jack andMelvina Cutright), though she 
was pleased to see me catch a legal one,  
and she thanks Ken for ending her hus-
band’s year end “Flounder Obsession.” 

Marcia heard considerable conver-
sation about me having two friends 
catch legal flounder while guests on our 
boat, whereas I had caught only three 
small, throw back flounder over the year. Worse, on a recent trip I had legal flounder 

right to boat’s side when it got off. Ken is 
now garnering flounder fishing accolades 
from yours truly,  as well as Hal Wilson and 
his bride, Debby, for completing their Ten 
Slam missing species, also, not to mention 
Ken’s own Ten Slam feat.

December 21st

Phil Wagner caught this nice, 21” trout 
over shallow rocks — the bragging fish 

of day, and, only nice one of day. There 
were  lots of sublegal trout in river.

Now that Ken Knopf had assisted me 
with catching a flounder to finish the Ten 
Slam, the flounder fishing was “easy” —I 

caught two legal flounder.....Sure was chal-
lenging before.

Reports
Continued from page 4

Ken’s Hogfish

Phil’s catch of the day

Now Ed is catching flounder. with 
ease

Reports on Page 10

“You can always tell a fisherman, 
but you cannot tell him much.”

— Corey Ford, Field and sStream 
Magazine

Above: Ed’s Hogfish 
Below: Ed’s Flounder
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Weather Forecast
by Captain Russ Roy

It is another year! As I get older, these year 
changes seem to come faster and faster 

while I get slower and slower. Another odd 
thing I’ve noticed is that years ago my hair 
was brown and my teeth were white. Now 
my hair is getting white and my teeth are 
getting brown. Is the “brownness” sort of 
seeping down into my teeth? I thought I 
might ask fellow GOFC Board member 
Ken Knopf (a dentist) about this, but then 
I realized Ken doesn’t much worry about 
hair color. Maybe ask Dr. Google instead.

Anyway, I promised last year that I 
would write some weather articles this 
year along with the fishing reports. We’ve 
had several days of 20kt + winds so far this 
year, so no fishing so far and no fishing 
report. I hope to change this soon. In the 
meantime, we can look into waves. There 
are several things to consider, weather 
wise, when planning a fishing trip. Waves, 
wave heights in particular, is certainly one 
of them.

In nature there are two kinds of waves: 
electromagnetic waves like light and ra-
dio, and mechanical waves like water and 
sound. Electromagnetic waves don’t need 
a medium to travel in- they go through 
empty space just fine. Since the energy 
Earth gets from the Sun is in the form of 
electromagnetic waves, this ability is real 
handy because between here and the Sun is 
a lot of nothing. Without this solar energy 
the Earth’s surface would be pretty close 
to absolute zero – something like Chicago 
in February. Mechanical waves can be de-
fined as periodic disturbances that travel 
through a medium. Thus water waves 
travel through......Water! And you thought 
this was going to be one of those real tech-
nical science thingy articles that are hard to 
understand.

Mechanical waves come in two main 
types: transverse and longitudinal. In a 
transverse wave the disturbances occur at 
right angles to the direction the wave is 
traveling. So when a water wave travels 
along the surface of the water, the distur-
bances, the crests and troughs, move up 
and down, perpendicular to the direction 
of the wave. In a longitudinal wave the 
disturbances travel back and forth in the 
same direction as the wave. A sound wave 
is a longitudinal wave. When you want to 

know how a depth/fish finder works, you 
have to think about sound waves.

Typically we want to know what the 
expected water wave height is going to be 
for our fishing trip. The amplitude of a wa-
ter wave is the distance from the level of 
the water at the top of a crest (or from the 
bottom of a trough) to the level of the water 
when no wave is present. The height of a 
wave is the twice the amplitude or the dis-
tance from the top of a crest to the bottom 
of a trough. Thus if the forecast is “2 to 4 
feet” this is the distance from the top of the 
wave to the bottom.

Actually if you look at the National 
Data Buoy Center forecast, the expected 
wave heights are given as  “Seas are pro-
vided as a range of the average height of 
the highest 1/3 of the seas....Along with 
the occasional height of the average high-
est 1/10 of the seas.”

This is further explained by the NWS 
as “If we take a sample forecast of Seas 
Beyond the Reef of 2 to 4 feet, this implies 
that the average of the highest one-third 
waves will have a Significant Wave Height 
of 2 to 4 feet. But mariners need to keep in 
mind that roughly one of every ten waves 
will be greater than 4 feet; one in every one 
hundred waves will be greater than 5 feet; 
and one in every 1000 waves will be greater 
than 6 feet.” (It usually seems to me that a 
100 waves and a 1000 waves often go by 
rather quickly.) In any case the GOFC typi-
cally does not schedule tournaments when 
the forecast is 2 to 4 or more.

We can do a simple calculation to 
see what our chances are. If a boat is go-
ing 25mph west and waves are coming 
towards the east at 5mph, then the wave 
speed with respect to the boat is 30mph 
or 44 feet/second. If the crests are six feet 
apart, a wave length of 6 ft, then in one sec-
ond we have 44/6 = 7.33 waves hitting the 
boat. Fifteen minutes is 900 seconds so in 
15 minutes we would have 7.33x900 = 6597 
waves “hitting” the boat. Pretty likely to 
have some 5+ and 6+ footers, about 66 of 
the 5’s and 6 of the 6’s. These are just aver-
age numbers so sometimes we would have 
more than this in 15 minutes and some-
times less. If it takes you 30 or 45 minutes 
or more going west to get to your spot, you 
can count them up and check it out!

Because of hull shape, weight, boat 
speed, and the experience of the captain, 
the “ride” of different boats will be differ-
ent in the same sea conditions. The more 

time you spend on the water, under vari-
ous conditions, the more you will be able 
to make good judgements on your boat’s 
ability to handle various wave conditions. 
Boats with more “V” in their hulls will not 
tend to “pound” so much in higher seas, 
but this also depends on the speed and di-
rection of the boat with respect to the speed 
and direction of the waves. (Remember the 
waves are moving along the surface of the 
water; the water only goes up and down as 
the waves pass by.)

There are two main ways to adjust the 
response of your boat to the waves. One 
is the trim/tilt control on your engine, 
typically as a button on the throttle. When 
you start to get up on plane, the engine is 
typically trimmed all the way down. This 
“negative trim” exerts a torque on the boat 
which tends to push the bow down. When 
you push the throttle hard to accelerate, 
this tends to make the bow rise and the 
negative trim works to keep the bow from 
going up too high. As you get up on plane, 
you can begin to trim the engine up. As 
you trim up you will notice the rpm and 
the boat speed increase, but there is a limit 
and if you trim up too much the bow will 
begin to bob up and down (porpoise) and 
you will lose efficiency (and some control). 
If you up the throttle and the rpm’s go up 
but not the speed you are running inef-
ficiently and you should adjust the trim. 
This is something of a “feel” process and 
different hulls will need to be handled dif-
ferently. Adjusting the trim while you are 
on plane can smooth out the ride to some 
extent and make it more efficient. (My ex-
perience has been that just over the speed 
you need to plane is about the most effi-
cient speed you can do with waves pres-
ent.)

The second option for dealing with 
waves is to use your trim tabs. Not all boats 
have these, but it you are going offshore a 
lot, they should definitely be considered. 
Trim tabs are mounted on the stern and 
typically are controlled by buttons on the 
boats “dash”. They go up and down into 
the water behind the boat and change the 
angle at which the bow meets the oncom-
ing waves. Trim tabs have two buttons, 
one for each tab, port and starboard. By us-
ing one button you can tilt the boat to go 
down on the port side or down on the star-

Weather on Page 7
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board side. If cross winds and or waves 
are tilting the boat, you can use the tabs to 
level the boat, which usually results in a 
smoother, more efficient ride. This needs 
to be done in small adjustments. If you 
have passengers more on one side than 
another and this is causing the boat to tilt, 
you can fix this with the trim tabs. But if 
you do too much trim or get the direction 
wrong, you can throw people out of the 
boat. (Your passengers hate it when you 
do trim-slam.) Trim tab buttons are usu-
ally labeled “Bow Down” and “Bow Up” 
to help you know what will happen.

You can also use the tabs to lower the 
bow by pushing both of them Bow Down. 
At the bow of the boat, the V is sharpest. 
As you go aft on the hull, it tends to get 
flatter. If the waves hit on a flatter section, 
you tend to pound more. Lowering the 
bow can reduce the pounding, since the 

sharper V will hit first. My Pro Line didn’t 
have trim tabs so I put some on. Not too 
hard and they worked fine. (If readers are 
interested in a “how to put on trim tabs 
article”- let me know).

There are other responses that a boat 
hull has to waves. My 20’ Pro Line Sport 
would throw spray up and out when the 
bow hit waves. If I was heading out (west) 
into the waves and the wind had veered 
to the north a few hours earlier, the wind 
would blow this spray into the boat when 
the spray was thrown high enough. (The 
colder the water, the higher it seemed to 
be thrown and the more it came into the 
boat, mostly at the cockpit!) With the 21’ 
Contender I have now this doesn’t hap-
pen.

Wind causes waves. The faster the 
wind is blowing, the longer the fetch (the 
distance over water the wind is blowing) 
and the longer the wind blows in the same 
direction, the bigger the waves will be. It 
is possible that the forecast for seas didn’t 
look too bad, but winds can be difficult to 

predict, at least that is the impression I get 
from comparing forecasts to actuality. 

It is not a bad idea to have two fishing 
plans ready. One plan is the one you want 
to do. The other is the plan you have to 
go to when conditions (usually winds and 
waves) aren’t what was forecast. For me, 
plan B is chosen within about a mile past 
the end of McGriff Channel at Suwannee. 
Going out to bottom fish for grouper, plan 
A, is discarded and trolling for Spanish 
and kings closer in, plan B, is picked. In 
the mid to late Summer this might be be-
cause thunderstorms are starting to pop 
up in the morning, or, any time of year, 
plan B is chosen because the waves are 
higher than expected from the forecast 
wind speed.

Weather
Continued from page 6
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Cedar Key inshore 
Veterans Day

By Brian Keil

With no skool today (& wifer work-
ing) our day began at 0525 hours in 

our driveway in Ponte Vedra as my son, 
daughter & I did our own Veteran’s Day 
tribute by saluting the flag & reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance and talking about the 
contributions American men & women 
have made so we can live the life we have 
and enjoy being FREE. 

Hoo Yah & Thank you Veterans!!
We arrived at Cedar Key at 0825 hours 

but lost Casey as he was not feeling well so 
he stayed backat the condo. Launching the 
boat it was just my daughter & I, and our 
plan was to troll up some grouper then hit 
Sea Horse Reef for Spanish mackerel fol-
lowed by returning to shore and then hit 
the trout flats. 

We were without a bottomfinder as I 
just sent my Furuno in for repair, so our 
plan was to just troll a shallow broad area 
of intermittent hardbottom we used to 
stone crab on. 

Stopping in 19 feet we deployed some 
grouper plugs despite a fair amount of 
grass on the surface and within 10 minutes 
had our first fish.

These photos pretty much describe our 
day……we did not leave the ~ 20 foot area. 
The day ended with Kaitlyn catching a per-
sonal best 23 pound kingfish.

We enjoyed a fishy few hours but with 
Casey sick in Cedar Key we called it a short 
day. At the dock I spoke with a man who 
said they tore up the Spanish on Sea Horse 
Reef….. Offshore it was cool to see a cou-
ple of large flocks of ducks flying south, a 
number of loons and there were a few coots 

resting on the water too. It’s getting to be 
that time!!

Ten minutes later a nice fish was on.

A short quick day on the water but an 
awesome time to spend with your daugh-
ter!! Back in Ponte Vedra at 2010 hours. 

First gag but only 21 inches

Floating grass made trolling tough

Kaitlyn on a better fish

25+ inches and into the fish box

A few Spanish started playing with us 
too.

Sea bass were voracious and too many 
to count

Kait’s best ever kingfish will visit our 
smoker
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Summer Tides, 
Winter Tides
By Charlie Courtney

Tides in the Florida’s Big Bend are dif-
ferent from those of Florida’s Atlantic 

coast. Atlantic tides typically involve two 
highs and two lows each day, and the two 
highs are of similar height as are the two 
lows. These are known as semidiurnal 
tides. 

In contrast, Florida’s Big Bend has 
mixed tides in which the two highs are of 
different heights as are the two lows. Fur-
thermore, the height differences change 
over the lunar month such that the two 
highs may be similar in height at one point 
and then significantly different a couple of 
weeks later. Lows behave similarly, and on 
the occasional day will have only one high 
and one low with nearly 12 hours of little 
water movement between tides. (This is 
different from a day missing one tide be-
cause the tide shifted from just before to 
just after midnight.) 

As if that is not confusing enough, Big 
Bend tides are sufficiently different be-
tween summer and winter that locals often 
refer to them separately as “summer” and 
“winter” tides. 

On average, tides are generally lower 
in winter than in summer, rendering many 
fishy flats unreachable during winter due 
to shallow water. This happens because of 
several phenomena:
1. The average the barometric pressure 

is higher in winter than in summer. 
This happens because because cold air 
contracts in volume and thus becomes 
heavier per unit volume as compared to 
warm air. Indeed, a change in air pres-
sure of one inch of mercury, i.e. from 
29.4 inches to 30.4 inches, if sustained 
for several days, will reduce the average 
sea level by approximately 1 foot. Water 
is squeezed out from under the heavier, 
high pressure air mass towards areas of 
lower pressure.

2. The average wind direction is more 
northerly during winter and more 
southerly during summer, thus pushing 
more water out of and into the northern 
Gulf, respectively. Strong winds associ-
ated with winter cold fronts can exacer-
bate this phenomenon in the Big Bend 

region, especially when they come out 
of the northeast or east.

3. The sun is closest to the earth at the first 
of the year (January 2nd), thus its effect 
on tides is stronger than in midsummer 
(Jul 2nd), when it is farthest from earth. 
Thus winter tides have a greater tidal 
range than summer tides.

4. Some have stated that as the sun drops 
south of the equator during winter, its 
gravitational pull draws water out of 
the northern Gulf towards the south, 
because the Gulf is closed on the north 
thus water cannot flow in to replace 
that lost to the sun’s gravity. However, 
I have not been able find this phenom-
enon discussed in reputable scientific 
sources.
What does this mean to the Big Bend 

Fisherman? Following the passage of a 
strong, windy cold front, your favorite 

flats and creeks may not be accessible by 
anything other than an airboat, even at the 
scheduled time of high tide if strong, cold 
winds persist. Under those conditions, we 
often hear complaints that the tide never 
came in. 

Also, you must consider which boat 
ramp to use. Some, such as Cedar Key’s 
inside ramp at the boat basin, will go com-
pletely dry! Finally, boaters planning an 
offshore trip out of Suwannee may find 
themselves landlocked as the McGriff 
channel, the deepest route out of Suwan-
nee, becomes impassable.
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Cedar Key Inshore
By Carlos Morales

The plan for Saturday was to figure out 
if the trout had headed up into the 

creeks for their winter vacation, and do so 
before the incoming front soaked us.

Morgan Sherburne and I arrived at the 
flats behind Snake Key at around 820am to 
low, cold (~58f) water. There are a series 
of pot holes (approximately 10) very close 
to one another that consistently hold slot 
trout (practically year round). The best 
time to target these fish, I’ve found, is at 
the low tide, as I believe the bait is forced 
into/around the holes as water leaves the 
flats, and the trout feel protected from 
cruising dolphins/sharks.

As we began our drift, I surprisingly 
found a slot trout almost immediately, but 
not another for almost an hour until we got 
to our last pot hole. There we found a typi-

cal school of slot trout settled into a very 
tight formation -- if your cast was off by 
more than 10’ there would be no reward.

The action was fast-paced, and Morgan 
remembered that she had brought her 8 
weight fly rod, so out it came! I sat back in 
awe as she pulled in a handful of slot trout, 
each proceeded with a giant smile.

After that calmed down, we decided to 
hit up the creeks. We ran to the Tripod Pt. 
area and entered a few of the creeks look-
ing for more trout and perhaps even some 
reds.

The approach to these creeks is a little 
risky — we motor in to within about 1/4 
mile, then switch to the trolling motor and 
let the incoming tide help push us in (my 
bay boat has about a 12-13 inch draft)

In the first creek (Jack’s Creek) I caught 
an iddy bitty red who had one of the bluest 
tails I’ve ever seen:

In random spots throughout Jack’s 
Creek we would find trout and small reds, 
but nothing trophy worthy.

Reports
Continued from page 5

A nice trout on a fly A blue-tailed rat redfish

Reports on Page 11
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On our way back out of the creek I man-
aged to get my lure stuck in some grass. Af-

ter much pulling and cursing the lure pops 
out into the water.... and wraps around my 
rod tip. After some additional cursing and 
untangling I find out that the commotion 
had somehow attracted a redfish, who had 
eaten the lure while I untangled the line! 
After a nice fight on the ultra light gear, this 
4 pounder was photographed and released 
(actually... all fish were released).

We tried one more creek on our way 
out (before the rain arrived) — I believe we 
were mostly up East Griffin Creek, but only 
found a single trout, but a beautiful view:

Herb Crusted 
Baked Grouper

Recipe from the “Fresh from 
Florida” web site

Ingredients

4 (6-ounce) grouper filets, 2 tablespoons 
olive oil salt & fresh ground black 
pepper to taste, 1 tablespoon dried 
oregano 1 tablespoon dried basil, 1 
tablespoon dried thyme, 1 tablespoon 
dried rosemary 4 tablespoons butter, 
melted, 1 small yellow onion, sliced

Directions

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat grouper 
liberally with olive oil. In a flat dish, 
crumble the herbs and mix well. Roll each 
filet in herb mixture, lightly coating each 
side. Season the  filets with salt and fresh 
ground pepper. Place  lets in a baking 
dish with onions; drizzle the melted 
butter evenly over the herbed filets. Place 
in oven and cook for 20 minutes until 
opaque in the center. Remove and serve 
filets topped with onions. Serves 4.

Reports
Continued from page 10

A pleasant, four-pound surprise

A beautiful, and tranquil, East Griffin Creek
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Men’s Ellett Point Standings
31 December 2015

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Morales, Carlos 22 22.92 3.7 22.67 33.60 25.00 1.00 8.17 10.00 17.97 19.00 13.97 7.10 25.00 4.40 14.27 3.50 22.04 5.20 18.81 9 199.82

Wilson, Hal 24 25.00 2.09 12.81 28.10 20.91 2.12 17.32 12.19 21.91 8.24 6.06 5.26 18.52 7.71 25.00 3.97 25.00 1.67 6.04 9 187.56

Cooper, Virgil 0.00 4.08 25.00 20.35 15.14 1.54 12.58 4.32 7.76 16.58 12.19 5.98 21.06 4.80 15.56 3.38 21.28 6.91 25.00 12 167.58

Byatt, John 0.00 3 18.38 25.00 18.60 1.75 14.30 9.30 16.71 10.00 7.35 6.30 22.18 4.40 14.27 2.94 18.50 3.69 13.35 6 149.65

Reed, Dale 0.01 0.01 2.19 13.42 0.00 0.77 6.29 11.70 21.03 8.66 6.37 6.33 22.29 4.77 15.47 2.55 16.06 3.24 11.72 12 124.65

Pederson, Tim 0.00 2.99 18.32 0.00 3.06 25.00 6.42 11.54 0.00 5.18 18.22 0.00 2.85 17.95 3.35 12.12 3 106.15

Clark, Cliff 13.5 14.06 3 18.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 23.50 17.28 3.52 12.39 0.00 2.20 13.85 3.60 13.02 6 95.00

McElroy, Ross 0.00 1 6.13 22.10 16.44 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.50 15.85 5.50 17.83 2.00 12.59 4.50 16.28 6 91.13

Ellett, Ed 0.01 0.01 1 6.13 15.00 11.16 1.29 10.54 0.01 0.02 14.06 10.34 4.19 14.74 1.38 4.46 3.06 19.29 1.75 6.33 6 89.02

Magnifico, Justin 0.00 3.79 23.22 0.00 1.79 14.59 6.50 11.68 17.13 12.59 0.00 0.00 1.44 9.07 0.00 12 83.16

Horn, Phil 0.00 0.00 19.97 14.86 0.00 0.00 7.12 5.24 5.22 18.38 0.00 2.63 16.53 5.04 18.23 6 79.24

Creamer, Travis 0.00 2.83 17.34 0.00 1.60 13.07 0.00 0.00 4.87 17.15 0.00 1.34 8.44 3.99 14.44 3 73.43

Mcdavid, Elliott 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.85 15.11 11.50 20.67 0.00 5.35 18.84 0.00 0.00 4.50 16.28 0 70.90

Thomas II, Jon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 34.00 25.00 0.00 0.00 3.40 21.41 0.00 3 49.41

Cutright, Jack 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.81 6.64 0.00 0.00 2.33 8.20 0.00 3.55 22.36 1.38 4.97 6 48.17

Peacock, Jay 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.91 25.00 18.00 13.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 38.24

Kiel, Brian 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.90 19.59 0.00 0.00 3.38 10.94 0.00 2.00 7.24 0 37.77

Browning, Mike 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.50 15.85 0.00 2.00 12.59 0.00 0 28.44

Bacsik, Tom 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.56 22.42 1.25 4.52 0 26.94

Roy, Russ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.00 16.21 0.00 2.25 8.14 0 24.35

Hilton, Chic 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.68 7.85 0.00 0.00 1.97 12.41 0.00 3 23.26

Courtney, Charlie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.00 21.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 21.13

Lefkowitz, Lee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.00 12.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6 18.58

Giordano, Craig 0.00 0.84 5.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.81 11.40 0.00 0 16.55

Helseth, Jack 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.57 16.18 0.00 0 16.18

Wagner, Phil 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.69 12.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 15.02

Williams, Austin 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.00 12.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 12.58

Reed, Nick 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.77 8.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 11.57

Graf, Lou 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.25 4.52 6 10.52

Baillee, Waldon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.00

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings
31 December 2015

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

nopf, Ken 13.7 18.22 3.12 24.84 31.00 24.32 1.63 25.00 16.96 25.00 24.00 24.00 6.13 20.76 5.14 22.16 3.76 25.00 5.03 25.00 9 243.29

Knopf, Debby 18.8 25.00 3.14 25.00 31.87 25.00 1.63 25.00 5.42 7.99 25 25.00 3.52 11.93 3.35 14.44 2.96 19.68 1.25 6.21 6 191.25

Patrick, John 0.00 2.72 21.66 20.55 16.12 1.18 18.10 0.00 0.00 7.38 25.00 5.80 25.00 1.80 11.97 0.00 3 120.84

Turner, Allen 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.00

Bait and Tackle 
Retailers Generate 
$2.3 Billion for U.S. 

Economy 
Gulf Council Report

Independent marine recreational bait and 
tackle retail stores provide a big boost 

to the U.S. economy, a NOAA study has 
found.

According to the study, the  rst econom-
ic survey of its kind, in 2013, the most re-
cent year for which data is available, these 
retailers contribute approximately $2.3 
billion across the broader U.S. economy, 
including $796 million in income. In addi-
tion, the industry supports nearly 16,000 
jobs across the nation. NOAA Fisheries re-
leased these  gures today at the 2015 Inter-
national Convention of Allied Sport shing 
Trades in Orlando, Florida.

“This study clearly shows the strong 
contribution of the bait and tackle industry 
to the economic health of our coastal com-

munities and to the broader U.S. economy,” 
said Doug Lipton, NOAA Fisheries senior 
scientist for economics. “And it gives us a 
good baseline for measuring the economic 
impacts of these businesses as we move 
forward.”

Because the study focused only on in-
dependent businesses and not large retail 
chain stores, it captured only a portion of 
the entire U.S. bait and tackle industry’s 
contribution to the economy. However, the 
businesses surveyed generated an estimat-

Retailers on Page 13



Winter 2016 Page 13 

ed $854 million in total sales of saltwater  
shing bait and tackle. For those businesses 
specializing only in bait and tackle, the av-
erage retailer sold about $426,000 in salt-
water bait, tackle and related equipment in 
2013.

 “Even though this study only captured 
a slice of an

even bigger pie, this  rst-time economic 
assessment of

the industry will help managers and 
regulators better

understand the effect that changing 
conditions have on

recreational  sheries and coastal com-
munities,” Lipton said.

“These data will also help quantify the 
effects of future natural disasters such as 
storms, hurricanes, or tsunamis.”

NOAA Fisheries surveyed 3,500 inde-
pendent, primarily small, businesses for 
this study. Of the 944 responders, 35 per-
cent classi ed themselves as bait and tackle 
stores that exclusively sell bait, tackle, and 
recreational  shing equipment. The remain-
ing 65 percent of responding stores in-
cluded sporting goods retailers, marinas, 
general retailers, convenience stores and 
hardware stores.

NOAA’s missiON is tO uNderstANd ANd 
predict chANges iN the eArth’s eNvirONmeNt, 
frOm the depths Of the OceAN tO the surfAce 
Of the suN, ANd 
tO cONserve 
ANd mANAge 
Our cOAstAl 
ANd mAriNe re-
sOurces. JOiN 
us ON twit-
ter, fAcebOOk, 
i N s t A g r A m , 
ANd Our Other 
sOciAl mediA 
chANNels. NO-
AA’s missiON is

tO uNder-
stANd ANd pre-
dict chANges 
iN the eArth’s 
e N v i r O N m e N t, 
frOm the depths 
Of the OceAN tO

the surfAce 
Of the suN, ANd 
tO cONserve 
ANd mANAge 
Our cOAstAl 
ANd mAriNe re-
sOurces. JOiN 
us ON twitter, 

fAcebOOk, iNstAgrAm, ANd Our Other sOciAl 
mediA chANNels.

Women’s Ellett Point Standings
31 December 2015

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Haynes, Nia 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.00 19.31 14.50 25.00 10.50 9.33 2.50 25.00 5.00 25.00 2.00 19.31 1.75 15.91 3 141.84

Ellett, Marcia 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.59 25.00 0.00 0.00 2.30 23.00 0.00 2.59 25.00 1.00 9.09 6 88.09

Byatt, Terry 0.00 2.25 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.06 19.91 1.50 13.64 3 61.54

Cutright, Melvina 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.96 18.92 2.75 25.00 6 49.92

Reed, Liz 0.00 0.00 18.00 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.25 20.45 3 48.45

Mertz, Michaela 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 28.15 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.85 8.20 0.00 3 36.20

Rothfork, Brittany 23.7 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 25.00

Youth Ellett Point Standings
31 December 2015

GOFC member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts King 
Mackerel

pts Redfish pts Sheeps- 
head

pts Spanish 
Mackerel

pts Trout pts Bonus 
points

Total 
points

Kiel, Casey 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.80 25.00 35.40 25.00 0.00 4.06 25.00 0.00 2.13 25.00 0 100.00

Wagner, Reid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.52 24.10 28.00 19.77 0.00 0.00 2.62 23.06 0.00 0 66.94

Wagner, Riley 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.40 20.51 14.50 10.24 0.00 0.00 2.84 25.00 0.00 0 55.75

Wagner, Ryan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.48 21.83 0.00 0 21.83

Kiel, Kaitlyn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 18.47 0.00 0.00 0 18.47

Retailers
Continued from page 12
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Photo Contest 
Winners

Judged by Charlie Courtney, 
Michaela Mertz, and Russ Roy 

Thanks to everyone for entering the 2011 
GOFC Photo Contest. We had almost 

50 entries. 
The first place winner (Right) is a photo 

taken by Justin Magnifico of Lou Graf and 
Jay Peacock showing off their large grou-
per.  Their obvious excitement at their 
catchs caught the judges’ eyes.

Second place (below) went to Carlos 
Morales for this nice shot of John Byatt 
heading out with a look of great determi-
nation on his face. 

GOFC’s own flounder catching expert, 
Ken Knopf, won third place (Page 15 top 
left) for guiding Hal Wilson to a nice floun-
der and this photo.

First Place: “Big Uns”

Second Place: 
“Heading Out”
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Third Place: 
“Flounder, Finally”

Honorable Mention

Three photos received honorable mentions. Clock-
wise from below:  

1. “Fishing with the Girls” by Carlos Morales.
2. “Nia’s Little Tunny” by Carlos Morales.
3. “Still Canal” by Dale Reed.
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with a NEW BoAt!
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