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Cover Photo. 
When the weather gets hot, let’s get in the water  
where it’s cool and go scalloping! Charlie Courtney 
has his limit in this photo.

Tripletail and Sheepshead 
Changes Effective July 1 

FWC Press Release 

Several changes to the management of tripletail and 
sheepshead =went into effect July 1, including: 

Tripletail: 
The minimum size limit was increased to 18 inches 
total length. 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion’s (FWC) recreational and commercial regula-
tions for this species will extend into federal waters 
(including only allowing the use of hook-and-line 
gear and the new size limit). 

Learn more about tripletail regulations at MyFWC.-
com/Fishing by clicking on “Saltwater Fishing.” 

Sheepshead: 

The recreational bag limit was lowered to eight fish 
per person, per day year-round. 

There will be a recreational vessel limit of 50 fish 
per vessel, per trip during March and April. 

FWC’s recreational and commercial regulations for 
this species will extend into federal waters (includ-
ing the new bag and vessel limits). 

Learn more about sheepshead regulations at 
MyFWC.com/Fishing by clicking on “Saltwater Fish-
ing.” 

These proactive measures will help conserve both 
fisheries for current and future generations 

Gulf Hogfish  
Gulf Council News Release 

The Gulf Council heard a summary of the most re-
cent Gulf hogfish stock assessment. The update as-
sessment shows that hogfish is not overfished and or 
undergoing overfishing. 

Events Calendar 
Monthly Meetings  

Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth Tues-
day of each month (note that this is not the last 
Tuesday in those months having 5 Tuesdays). Fel-
lowship begins at 7:00 p.m., with the meeting pro-
gram beginning at 7:30. No monthly meetings are 
held in February, June, August, November or De-
cember, being replaced, respectively, by the 
Seafood and Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual So-
cial, the Cookout & Auction, and your own Christ-
mas holiday activities. 

Coming Events 

The July 24th monthly meeting is a great opportuni-
ty to learn how to catch the various popular fish 
species in our home waters. The format for this 
meeting will be short presentations on fishing tech-
niques and likely locations to catch amberjack, co-
bia, flounder, grouper, Spanish and king mackerel, 
redfish and trout. After the presentations are com-
plete the presenters will move to a station they 
have setup to display the tackle they use for their 
particular species. This will allow the audience to 
mingle amongst the various stations in order to ask 
questions and view the rods/reels, tackle and lures 
up close. This meeting format has been very popu-
lar in the past. Rumor has it that GPS coordinates 
for likely locations to catch some of the species will 
be distributed at the meeting! 

Join us on August 28th for fellowship and big fish 
tales at the GOFC social at Wahoo’s Seafood Grill. 
(The social is held in place of the August monthly 
meeting.) 

August also will feature two popular events. First, 
on August 11th Charlie Courtney will lead a scal-
loping trip for all club members who’d like to learn 
how it’s done or just like good family fun. Charlie 
has been scoping out the best spots and has found 
some locations with plenty of succulent bivalves 
south of the river channel entrance at Steinhatchee.  

Later in the month (date not yet set), Ed Ellett will 
lead the annual Shrimp-a-thon out of Crystal Cove 
Marina in Palatka. Ed will take us to several shrimp-
ing hot spots and, hopefully, each boat will come 
away with a 5 gallon bucket of shrimp.
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President’s 
Message 
By Dale Reed 

The water temperatures have warmed 
considerably but the fish bite is still off the 
hook! The red snapper bite is about to end 
and the grouper seemed to have pushed 
out a little deeper with the warmer water 
temperatures. Inshore fishing is still excel-
lent. Trout, redfish and other species are 
doing very well.  

Our next meeting at the vet school will be 
on July 24. Look at GOFC.US for more 
details. Several board members will be 
talking about different species and how to 
catch them with different applications. 
This meeting will be one you do not want 
to miss as there may be a few GPS num-
bers available for members only.  

We have learnaments for both shrimp and 
scallops in August and also a fantastic 
social for our members at Wahoos this 

year. Enjoy your summer and remember 
to stay safe as showers and thunderstorms 
can pop up anytime. I am late to go catch 
some fish, so have fun and tight lines.  

Red Snapper 
Season Closed 

FWC News Release 
The red snapper season for recreational 
anglers fishing from private vessels and 
for charter captains who do not have a 
federal reef fish permit closed July 21. The 
federal season for for-hire operations with 
federal reef fish permits closed July 22. 

Share your real-time catch data with us by 
downloading and using the iAngler Gulf 
Red Snapper app for private anglers or the 

iAngler Gulf Red Snapper Charter app if 
you are a charter operation. These new 
smartphone apps were designed specifi-
cally for voluntary reporting of red snap-
per catch information and are available via 
your phone’s app store. 

Snapper on Page 8

It will be another year before 
we can see these on the 

cleaning table again!
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Getting Involved in 
GOFC 

By Glenn Acomb, Vice President 
The Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club 
regularly has around 5-10 new members 
in a given month, and we are often asked 
how a new member can get involved. 
Here are some suggestions that we hope 
you will find useful - since all of us were 
new members once! 

Regularly attend our meet-
ings.
Come to our meetings often. Besides being 
fun and informative, they are a great op-
portunity to talk to as many people as you 
wish about fishing. Attend our social time, 
7:00 PM, which gives you 30 minutes to 
socialize before the speaker begins at 7:30 
PM.  Even if you don’t know anyone, just 
say ‘hello’ to people and ask if they have 
been out fishing. We’re all happy to talk 
about a good fish we’ve landed.  

Also, we know that you will enjoy our 
speakers, whose topics range from fishing 
species or techniques, to fishing in differ-
ent parts of the Gulf Coast, or about gear 
or boating subjects. And for sure, don’t 
forget to pick up your free Door Prize 
ticket and purchase some Raffle Tickets for 
the meetings’ prizes that we give away. 
The Raffle Prizes can be some really good 
fishing or boating gear. 

Our Tournaments and Lear-
naments are a lot of fun - and 
are not just for the super-ex-
perienced.
We have 5 Tournaments each year, spread 
around our region (Cedar Key, Steinhatch-
ee, Crystal River, etc.). This way you can 
learn a new port or species to fish for.  

In addition, we have several “Learna-
ments” each year. In the fall we have the 
Scallop Outing in Steinhatchee and a 
Shrimpathon on the St. Johns River. Also, 
we have occasional Learnaments for Shal-
low Water Grouper, Sheepshead, and oth-
er species. These are useful to learn how to 
fish for these species and the instructor 
often give you information on where to 
target these fish. 

Our Board of Directors is al-
ways in need new members.
Believe it or not, the Board of Directors is a 
good place to get involved. We need 
members who want to help the Club, are 
willing to assist in our events, and it’s a 
place that you can learn on the job. We can 
always use help making our meetings and 
gatherings happen, handing out door 
prizes and raffle tickets, help with setting 
up drinks, and assisting at the tourna-
ments.  

Our Newsletter needs as-
sistance and interesting arti-
cles.

We are always in need of articles for the 
newsletter, and a new member can be just 
as capable to write them. The articles can 
be about fishing trips, funny situations 
fishing, boats, outfitting, etc. The idea is to 
share fishing activities and stories that 
would be of interest to the membership 
and provide lots of pictures of outings or 
fish.  

So, armed with these suggestions, we en-
courage you to get more involved. Let one 
of our officers or Board Members know 
you would like to help. At each meeting 
we introduce new members, ask where 
they like to fish and their boat (if they 
have one). That allows the new members 
to “say hello” and the membership to get 
to know you better. We were all new 
members once and are willing to help oth-
ers so our club will grow and improve in 
fun and service to its members. Tight lines 
everyone!! 

A Survey Can Save 
$$  

By Charlie Courtney  
[Reprinted from the Sumer 2009 issue of 
Big Bend Angler — this is an important 
topic that bears repeating on occasion!]  

For several weeks now I have been look-
ing for a bigger boat more suited to off-
shore fishing than my Pathfinder, which I 
will sell. Three weeks ago I located a nice 

Grady-White Islander in the Crystal River 
area that fit my needs, and more impor-
tantly, my pocketbook. Even better, the 
owner was willing to take my Pathfinder 
in trade.  

Danny Martin and I took a Thursday af-
ternoon off from work and went to look at 
the boat. It was a good design, but it was 
in rough shape from being stored in the 
water with no cover—badly chalked 
fiberglass and some mildew here and 
there. This was nothing that could not be 
fixed with a little elbow grease. However, 
the deck over the main fuel tank was soft, 
and I noticed that the sealant at either side 
of the transom was cracked.  

Concerned about water intrusion, I need-
ed to know whether or not the problems 
were isolated enough to be a straightfor-
ward repair, or if they were widespread 
enough to necessitate a major teardown of 
the boat.  

I negotiated a much-reduced price with 
the owner on the condition that the boat 
pass a pre-purchase marine survey. I then 
contacted Peter Joyce of Tarpon Springs 
(www.pjboat.com) to arrange for the sur-
vey and informed him of my concerns 
about the deck and transom. Peter is an 
AMS-SAMS (Society of Accredited Marine 
Surveyors) Certified marine surveyor who 
specializes in condition and valuation 
surveys and insurance claims services. 
Due to a cancellation he was able to fit me 
in on very short notice.  

I met Peter and his wife at the boat on the 
day of the survey. After a thorough walk 
around observing everything about the 
boat, they began by percussing the hull, 
i.e. they tap the hull and deck with a spe-
cial hammer and listen for a change in 
sound that signifies a rotted or water-satu-
rated area. This is followed by an electron-
ic moisture meter that reads the amount of 
moisture trapped under the fiberglass.  

Normally this would proceed to a thor-
ough evaluation of the engines, mechani-
cal and electrical systems, etc., but a show 
stopper quickly emerged—the transom, 
main deck and parts of the sides of the 
hull were saturated with water. Repair 
costs would run some $10-15,000 as the 
cockpit liner would have to be lifted off 
the hull, the fiberglass cut away from the 
rotted wood in the exposed interior, and 
new wood and fiberglass laid down. I 
stopped the survey at that point and in-
formed the seller that the deal was off.  

Survey on Page 11
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Lionfish Challenge 
Update – July 3 

FWC News Release 

Background

The Lionfish Challenge rewards lionfish 
harvesters with prizes for their lionfish 
removals, tagged or not. The tagged lion-
fish component is new this year and in-
cludes cash prizes up to $5,000. Lionfish 
were tagged at 50 public artificial reefs 
across the state between the depths of 
80-120 feet. 

Sign up and learn more today by visiting 
MyFWC.com/Lionfish. 

REMINDER: There’s still time to submit 
your qualifying 25 lionfish and receive a 
commemorative coin that allows you to 
take one extra spiny lobster per day dur-
ing the two-day mini-season July 25-26. 

Numbers update

525 people have registered. 

51 people have submitted lionfish. 

6,596 total lionfish removed. 

47 tagged-lionfish removed (five in the 
Atlantic and 42 in the Gulf). 

53 checkpoints for recreational participant 
submissions. 

Recent Winners

June 8, Okaloosa County: Blake Russell of 
Shalimar, $500 and Engel Cooler. 

June 9, Pinellas County: Michael DeRemer 
of Largo, GoPro Hero5 Camera. 

June 18, Franklin County: Grayson Shep-
ard of Apalachicola, $1,000. 

June 18, Duval County: Russell Peters of 
Neptune Beach, $500. 

June 21, Okaloosa County: Joe Livingston 
of Destin, $500. 

June 30, Bay County: Kimberly Higdon of 
Tennessee, Engel Cooler. 

June 30, Bay County: Brian Higdon of 
Tennessee, Engel Cooler. 

Upcoming Raffle Drawings

July 11 and 25. 

All qualified participants (submission of 
25 lionfish or 25 pounds for commercial) 
will be entered into drawing. Prizes in-
clude 4-foot JBL pole spear, Dive Rite sur-
face marker tube, Lionator pole spear 
prize pack, Enriched Air Diver Class from 
Narked Scuba, and Color-Dive Lenses 
from Customatic Optics. 

Ed	  Ellett,	  CPCU,	  CLU,	  CIC	  
905	  NW	  56th	  Terrace,	  Suite	  A,	  Gainesville	  

32605	  www.ellettins.com	  
ed@ellettins.com	  

• Life	  Insurance	  for	  dying	  too	  soon.
• Annuities	  for	  preserving	  what	  you

have.
• Long	  Term	  Care	  Insurance	  when

longevity	  becomes	  challenging.
• Home,	  	  Auto,	  Boat,	  Umbrella,

Disability	  and	  Business	  Insurance
for	  the	  challenges	  in	  between.
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Something New 
and Different  
By Captain Allen Turner  

[Reprinted from the Sumer 2008 issue of 
Big Bend Angler] 

My entire family was looking forward to 
the start of the 2008 scallop season because 
we had a very successful scallop season in 
2007, limiting out on each of six trips. This, 
combined with outstanding preseason 
reports of scallop numbers, made us con-
sider what had previously been unthink-
able—braving the early season crowds to 
go scalloping on the opening holiday 
weekend of the season. So, we got our boat 
from the storage unit and gathered up our 
scalloping gear with visions of scallops 
dancing through our heads.  

In preparing the boat for our trip I was 
shocked to find that the steering had 
locked up. This had happened in the past, 
so Ted and I worked to try to free it. ur trip 
would be impossible unless we could cor-
rect it.  

The usual collection of tools and curse 
words didn’t free up the steering, and 
eventually the steering cable broke entire-
ly—a quick trip to our dealer revealed that 
they didn’t have the parts and there was 
no way they could get the parts and com-
plete the repair in time for the opening 
weekend.  

After grumbling to the dealer because we 
had really been looking forward to our 
trip, I remembered that several kayakers 
had paddled their way out to where we 
had been scalloping off of Keaton Beach 
last year. We have three kayaks, so perhaps 
we could do that as well.  

I didn’t know where to launch a kayak at 
Keaton Beach, but the dealer mentioned 
that there was a public park between 
Steinhatchee and Keaton Beach. I could 
launch kayaks there and maybe avoid the 
humongous crowds that would likely be at 
any of the boat ramps along the Big Bend.  

I talked it over with my wife and son, and 
the thought of trying something complete-
ly new added to the special appeal of our 
early season trip. We’d never tried getting 
in and out of our kayaks on the water be-
fore, and we didn’t know how hard it 
would be to get out to where the scallops 
were, don our gear, collect the scallops, etc. 
However, we agreed to give it a try.  

I didn’t remember the name of the park 
that the dealer had mentioned, but I 
thought I could probably find it online. It 
didn’t take long. I was able to do a search 
online where  

I found a public park called Hagen’s Cove 
between Steinhatchee and Keaton Beach.  

The park was very small—a handful of 
picnic tables, a somewhat larger covered 
area, a bird watching tower, and an un-
paved ramp for launching a limited range 
of boats. That was just perfect for our 
needs. I also learned that Hagen’s Cove 
has been a favorite place for former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter and his wife Roselyn to 
go bird watching when they’re in the 
Steinhatchee area. All we needed to do 
was to head towards Keaton Beach from 
Steinhatchee and we’d find the signs to 
Hagen’s Cove along the way. We decided 
to give it a try.  

Checking my logs from the previous year 
showed that Hagen’s Cove wasn’t too far 
from the locations where we had limited 
out the previous season, and our recollec-
tion was that the scallops had been in fair-
ly deep (6+ feet) water. We didn’t think 
that we wanted to try deep water with the 
kayaks because we thought it would be 
easier to get in and out of the kayaks in 
shallow water. Because of this we timed 
our arrival at Hagen’s Cove close to low 
tide so we’d have the shallowest condi-
tions for scalloping. We didn’t know what 
low tide meant at Hagen’s Cove but we 
were soon to find out.  

We loaded our three kayaks into our truck, 
added all the gear, and headed off for our 
adventure. Hagen’s Cove proved easy to 
find. Signs pointed the way off the main 
road north of Steinhatchee and we pro-
ceeded down a dirt road that seemed to go 
on for a greater distance than we expected. 
Finally, as the Gulf came into view we 
were relieved to find that, despite being a 
holiday weekend, there were places to 
park and we’d be able to launch with little 
delay.  

I don’t know if my experience is similar to 
other kayakers, but it always seems to take 
longer than expected to get all the stuff out 
of the truck, into the kayak, down to the 
shore and launched. This day was no ex-
ception; if only the hundreds of fiddler 
crabs scurrying about would have helped 
us, we would have been on our way much 
quicker.  

At the shore it was obvious that Hagen’s 
Cove had one characteristic that I hadn’t 
been able to gather from the website— low 
tide was really low! Several people had 
waded out with scalloping gear and 
seemed to still be in knee-deep water even 
though they were at least a half mile off-
shore. Normally you wouldn’t think this 
would be a big deal for kayakers, but two  

of our three kayaks use a pedal powered 
flipper system that requires 15-18 inches of 
depth to work well. The third kayak used 
a paddle and that kayak could work well 
right away. The pedal kayaks would need 
to be walked out a great distance before 
they could be used effectively.  

We flipped a coin of sorts and my son and 
I got the pedal kayaks while my wife got 
the paddle kayak. Ted and I thought we’d 
won the lottery, but that was quickly dis-
pelled as Elaine seemed to be disappearing 
over the horizon while we were slowly 
walking our kayaks out to deeper water.  

Other than the shallow water the condi-
tions were virtually ideal. The water was 
crystal clear and perfectly smooth. We 
could easily see the bottom and we kept an 
eye out for scallops as we headed out. Ted 
found one in less than a foot of water but 
that was it. Wherever the scallops were 
they must have been in deeper water.  

Ted and I finally got to water deep enough 
for our pedals to work and we then ped-
aled furiously to try to catch up with 
Elaine. That little lady didn’t slow down, 
and it was all we could do to catch up. 
When we did catch up, we were probably 
3⁄4 of a mile offshore and in 3 feet of water. 
We decided to get out the snorkeling gear 
and give it a try.  

Trying to put on flippers on a wobbly 
kayak was probably the most challenging 
thing we faced. You don’t realize how 
much you use your balance and weight 
until your balance causes the boat to rock, 
and the change in center of gravity could 
dump you and most of your belongings 
overboard. Once our gear was on, though, 
we were all able to get out of our kayaks 
without toppling everything and we went 
about the business of finding scallops.  

Every scallop season seems to begin with a 
recalibration. Last year we’d gotten very 
proficient at scalloping. We could find 
scallops in a wide variety of depths, light-
ing, water clarity, tidal conditions and so 

Scalloping on Page 9
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts  
All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our regular con-
tributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member reports section of the next 
quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year, readers should gain a stronger understanding 
of how things change with the seasons and what to do about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones. 

Scallops, Scallops, 
Scallops 

By Charlie Courtney 
This is shaping up to ben an outstanding 
scalloping year for me. I made 3 trips out of 
Steinhatchee during the first two weeks in 
July and limited out within 1 hour each trip. 

On July 5th, Allen Turner, his wife Elaine, 
and I  ran over 10 miles south fo the river’s 
mouth to spot in 4.5 feet of water off Pep-
perfish Keys. We anchored about 1/2 mile 
offshore of the big collection of boats in  
spot characterized by numerous “white 
holes.” It was our one and only stop that 
day as we gathered our limit in about 1 
hour.  

Conditions were somewhat challenging as 
the tide was running out hard, which meant 
we had to deal with a lot of sediment 
stirred up by the current and fight the cur-
rent as well. We started out picking up scal-
lops at a rate of one per breath. However,  
as the sun got higher, the scallops began to 
clump together to spawn, and we began 
picking up doubles and triples.  

We were the first boat back to Sea Hag and 
thus first in line to get our scallops cleaned. 
We ate a nice lunch of grouper sandwiches 
at Roys and returned to the marina to wash 
the boat and flush the engine. By the time 
that chore was accomplished, the scallops 
were ready. 

That night I prepared a scallop and shrimp 
scampi served over baked spaghetti squash. 
YUM! (The shrimp were the last of those I 
gathered at the 2017 Shrimp-a-thon — 
hopefully Ed Ellett can deliver the goods 
again for that event. 

The following Thursday I returned to that 
same spot with my neighbors Bill and 
Craig, plus GOFC Board Member Brett Mil-
am. I took us to the same spot where we 
were faced with even tougher conditions. 
We had deeper water and a strong outgoing 
tide, plus there was more tannin staining in 
the water due to the previous week’s heavy 
rains. 

I again gathered my limit in about 1 hour, 
but my inexperienced companions strug-
gled in those challenging conditions and 
did not fare so well. With conditions getting 
even more difficult due to the strong tide, I 
decided to search for water that was cleaner 
and shallower. I found both at several 
places between Pepperfish Keys and Rocky 
Creek, but scallops were few and far be-
tween. 

We returned to the marina with less than 
our limit, but still plenty of scallops. Again 
we ate grouper sandwiches at Roy’s while 
the scallop cleaners were hard at work, then 
gathered our catch and went home. 

I returned to Steinhatchee the next day with 
Ramiro Isaza, a former student and current 
UF Vet Med faculty member, who had just 
purchased his first (used) boat — a 17 foot 
Sea Chaser. The plan was to test the boat’s 
systems and catch some scallops. 

The boat’s engine gave us some trouble at 
first, but we eventually made it out to the 
same scallop spot off Pepperfish Keys. This 
tine the tide was running even stronger and 
the water even murkier. It only took a few 
minutes to realize that trying to gather scal-

lops here would be an exercise in futility 
given the difficult conditions, so we moved 
about 1.5 miles north where we found shal-
lower, cleaner water and less current.  

The bottom at this spot consisted of thin 
manatee grass alternating with areas of 
thick turtle grass covered with drift algae. 
The scallops were conveniently clumped up 
in the manatee grass and on top of the drift 
algae where they were easy to see. I picked 
up scallops by threes, fours and fives, and 
in less than an hour we were done.  

We did a quick ride back to the boat ramp, 
put Ramiro's boat on its trailer, dropped off 
the scallops at Sea Hag for cleaning, and ate 
grouper sandwiches at Roy’s. On the ride 
home Mother Nature gave the boat and 
trailer a timely fresh water wash down. 

I gave the numbers for the two spots off 
Pepperfish to Allen Turner, who went scal-
loping with wife, Elaine, on the 21st. Re-
grettably he reported that the week’s heavy 
rains had made that water so murky that it 
was almost impossible to see any scallops. 
Like I did on Thursday of the the previous 
week, they tried a number of places on the 
way back to the river, and, like I did, they 
found better snorkeling conditions but few 
scallops.



Page   Volume 51, Number 38

Red Snapper  
Gulf Council News Release 

The Council heard results from the most 
recent red snapper stock assessment. The 
assessment showed that the stock is nei-
ther overfished nor experiencing overfish-
ing. The assessment also resulted in ABCs 
for the years 2019-2021 that are higher 
than the current ACLs. The Council initi-
ated a framework action to increase red 
snapper catch levels.  

The Council reviewed draft amendments 
for establishing state management pro-
grams for the recreational harvest of red 
snapper. The Council modified the alterna-
tives that would allow states to manage 
the private angling component only, such 
that for those alternatives, the sunset on 
sector separation (currently set to occur in 
2022) is also removed.  

The Council also selected a preferred alter-
native that would establish state alloca-
tions based on the allocations used in the 
state management exempted fishing per-

mits, and selected the range of manage-
ment alternatives that would be delegated 
to Texas. The Council will continue to work 
on an updated draft of the amendments at 
the next meeting.  

The Council discussed a scoping document 
that considers reallocating red snapper 

among the commercial and recreational 
sectors as well as among the private and 
for-hire components of the recreational 
sector. At a subsequent meeting, staff will 
present the Council with a comparison of 
the Gulf Council's allocation policy and 
NMFS procedural directive on allocation.

Don’t forget to add Gulf Reef Fish Angler 
on your license (includes those that are 
exempt) before you go fishing for reef fish 
from a private recreational boat in Gulf 
state and federal waters (excluding Mon-
roe County). You can get this printed on 
your license at no cost at GoOutdoors-
Florida.com   or by visiting any location 
where you can purchase a license. 

For-hire operations that do not have a fed-
eral reef fish permit are limited to state 
waters only for red snapper fishing and 
must have State Gulf Reef Fish Charter on 
their license to target red snapper and oth-
er reef fish in Gulf state waters (excluding 
Monroe County). This can be done at no 
cost at a local tax collector’s office.

Snapper 
from Page 3
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on. If there were scallops present, they 
were in trouble—we’d find them! But at 
the outset of each season we seem to have 
lost our touch. The scallops don’t stand 
out the way they seemed to the year be-
fore. We know they must be about, but 
we just can’t seem to find them.  

This year was no exception. Our first stop 
was a bust—only a handful of scallops. 
Now for our first real test of whether or 
not we could get back into our kayaks 
and get out of our gear. In 3 feet of water 
it wasn’t easy, but we managed. We de-
cided to head elsewhere.  

While we had been heading out, we 
couldn’t help but notice what seemed to 
be an armada of power boats that were 
well offshore of our position and some-
what north towards Keaton Beach. Sea-
soned scallopers know that a heavy col-
lection of boats usually coincides with 
large scallop numbers, but they looked to 
be a long way off. We headed a little fur-
ther out and tried again.  

The next stop was much the same as the 
first. A handful of scallops, but nowhere 
near limiting out numbers and nothing 
like the preseason reports had led us to 
expect. This time we were in deeper wa-
ter and getting back into our kayaks 
meant that we couldn’t benefit from the 
bottom at all...we quickly figured out that 
our flippers could propel us up and into 
our kayaks. We all realized that we’d be 
able to manage, so we decided to head to 
deeper water.  

Two or more stops with the same results. 
The armada still out there made us decide 
to head toward the crowd. It was a long 
haul, but we finally made it to the out-
skirts of the armada. My GPS showed 
that we were now 31⁄4 miles from Ha-
gen’s Cove, and the tide had come in, so 
that we were now in 6 to 7 feet of water. 
Conditions were still calm, so we set out 
to find some scallops.  

We finally hit the jackpot. The scallops 
weren’t really thick, but at least we were 
finding good numbers. Suddenly we be-
came scalloping machines as we each 
went about our business. Getting a limit 
became a real possibility. The water was 
so deep that we had to dive down to get 
the scallops, and it wasn’t uncommon to 

get several with each dive. We had taken 
a two gallon bucket with us. We filled it 
once, we had a limit, twice made two 
limits, and finally we filled it a third time
—we had our three limits!  

We had been so intent on our task that we 
hadn’t noticed that most of the armada 
had departed while we were busy. We 
were almost alone, 31⁄4 miles from shore, 
and the seas were starting to pick up. The 
afternoon inshore breeze had begun, and 
the seas, while manageable were not the 
perfectly smooth memory we’d found on 
the way  

out. With our limits in place we battened 
down our gear and started to head back 
in. The shoreline looked rather nonde-
script from 3+ miles out and our launch-
ing point wasn’t so obvious. However, 
having anticipated this, I brought a GPS 
along with us, and we started following 
its heading to find our way back.  

On the way out we had made several 
stops looking for scallops. This meant we 
had peddled (or paddled) modest dis-
tances between stops, but now our only 
planned stop was all the way back, and I 
must admit that, initially, it didn’t look 
like we were making any progress at all. 
Tenths of miles were slowly ticking off 
according to the GPS, and this was reas-
suring, but those 3+ miles began to look 
mighty long. I guess we were probably 
tuckered out from having gotten out there 
and then scalloping. In the past our pow-
er boat would get us back after working 
hard, but this time we had to power our 
crafts ourselves.  

The pedal kayaks proved to be swifter 
than the paddle kayak, as Ted and I left 
Elaine behind on the way in. I’d stop to 
let her catch up but she was tiring. After a 
while, being the gentleman that I am, I 
offered to tow her in. At first she turned 
me down but after nearly an hour she 
allowed me to help.  

We made it back, packed up our kayaks 
and gear and headed to Steinhatchee to 
find someone to clean our catch. We 
dropped off our scallops and had a wel-
come meal in Steinhatchee where we 
compared notes on our great adventure. 
After dinner, weary and tired, we picked 
up our cleaned scallops, and I got to drive 
home while Ted and Elaine slept.  

We ended up having another great year 
scalloping, limiting out each of the 7 
times  

we went. We didn’t use the kayaks again, 
but it was easily the most interesting and 
fun trip of the year. We still prefer using 
our power boat and would expect to use 
it when it’s available, but I wouldn’t hesi-
tate to use our kayaks again.  

We worked hard for those scallops! Even 
though we went at the beginning of the 
season, we didn’t encounter any of the 
crowds or “once a year boaters” that can 
make the beginning of the season so try-
ing.  

I don’t think that the scallops we caught 
that day were any different from the scal-
lops we caught other days or other years, 
but the memories of that day will make 
our scallop dinners just a little bit sweeter 
than they’d have been if we hadn’t tried 
something new and different.  

New Decals 
Support Florida’s 

Manatees, Sea 
Turtles 

FWC News Release 
Every July, the FWC introduces new 
manatee and sea turtle  decals  that are 
available with a $5 donation. The water-
proof decals are designed to look good on 
a vehicle’s bumper or the side of a boat. 
Get them when registering or re-register-
ing a vehicle or boat at local tax collec-
tor’s offices across the state. 

The “I’m making a difference” manatee 
decal shows several manatees, including 
a mother and calf. The “Shield your lights 
for a sea turtle friendly night” sea turtle 
decal shows an adult female loggerhead 
on the beach against a background of 
darkened buildings. It reminds people to 
manage beachfront lights to protect nest-
ing and hatchling sea turtles during nest-
ing season, which continues through the 
end of October, and offers other tips on 
helping sea turtles.  

Scalloping 
from Page 6
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Our Keys Vacation 
2018 

By Glenn Acomb, Vice President 
My wife and I have been making an an-
nual trip to Islamorada in the Florida 
Keys for years, and for this trip we in-
cluded my grown daughter Libby, who 
lives in Orlando. As a part of our stay, 
we always hire a guide to fish at least 
one day – as we did this summer. In the 
past, we have caught bonefish, permit, 
tarpon, redfish, among other species in 
the backcountry. 

We have come to really like Captain 
Richard Black of Black Fly Charters, out 
of Lorelei Marina, and we favor back-
country fishing in Florida Bay. Captain 
Black is an excellent guide who grew up 
in the Keys and is part of a longtime 
Keys fishing family. Instead of fishing 
out of his technical poling skiff this year, 

he used his bay boat, a 24’ Islamorada, to 
give the three of us more room.  

With both Kristin and Libby not being 
regular fishers, I asked Captain Black to 

put us on a variety of fish rather than on 
one focused species, so there would be 
more action and fun. So, off we went in a 
northerly direction from the Lorelei, 
through the myriad of keys along the 
way towards Flamingo. I watch him 
drive in amazement as he seldom fol-
lows his chart plotter! Since he knows 
these waters by heart, he weaves 
through these shallows for the 20 or so 
miles with ease and we arrive to his se-
lected flats very close to Flamingo. 

He put us on this flat, carefully timed to 
be ready for an incoming tide and for the 
fish that tend to move onto it to feed. We 
used soft plastic paddle tails and live 
shrimp as we waited for the variety of 
fish he said would be coming. After a 
short while, we started with black drum 
and slot redfish. Then, as we entered the 
middle of the incoming tide, fishing got 
much better and there were often dou-
bles and an occasional triple of redfish.  

Kristin and Libby enjoying 
the ride

Lots of slot redfish were 
caught.

Black drum were fun . . .

. . . As were triple tail.

Our excellent Redfish 
dinner

Vacation on Page 11

Kristin and Libby enjoying 
the Islamorada view
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The fish were excellent size: black drum 
tended to be 24”-28” and the redfish 
were 27”-33”. We also caught jacks and 
one very nice tripletail. Each of us 
caught about a dozen fish each, so we 
were kept busy having fun and pho-
tographing each other’s catch.  

As we got into the latter half of the tide, 
the flat got deeper, and sharks began to 
appear as they heard our catches’ con-
stant thrashing. Slowly but surely, they 
became bolder and quicker to target our 
redfish until our landing strategy was to 
bring in the redfish as quickly as possi-
ble. Luckily, as this neared the end of our 
trip, we decided to end our sharks’ din-
nertime and head back to port with one 
fat 27” redfish and the tripletail for our 
own dinnertime. We enjoyed the redfish 

that evening and the tripletail the next 
night. 

What a fun time to have included Libby 
for the vacation and fishing.  It reminded 
me of our years growing up and fishing 
together – a new vacation to remember! 

Understanding the 
John Ellett 

Contest 
By Brian Kiel 

The John Ellett contest is a club contest 
that runs one year long and pits club 
members against each other in a friendly 
fishing contest encompassing three cate-
gories: male, female, and youth (under 
16). A simplified formula awards points 
on a relative basis based on the heaviest 
fish of each species.  

Each species category has a maximum of 
25 points and points are totaled to give 
an overall Ellett standing. For example, 
if the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb. 
trout, this trout would receive the max-
imum 25 points, while a trout weighing 
half of that weight (3 lb.) would receive 
half of the 25 points (12.5 pts.). A 1.5 lb. 
trout would receive 6.25 pts. Current 
Ellett standings are printed regularly in 
the Club’s newsletter, magazine, and on 
the GOFC website. 

It’s easy to participate in the contest. All 
that’s required is that you submit a 

weigh slip of any or all of the ten species 
the club fishes for: spotted seatrout, red-
fish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, king-
fish, Spanish mackerel, greater amber-
jack, bluefish, and grouper. Weigh slips 
are available at every GOFC meeting, or 
can be submitted online using the GOFC 
electronic entry form. 

Any scale can be used to estimate the 
fish weight, however, when a fish ex-
ceeds the maximum weight for a partic-
ular species (see below on weigh slip 
under Special Catches), that fish must be 
weighed on a State certified scale like 
those found in commercial establish-
ments that use a scale to determine the 
value of an item sold to the public. Gro-
cery stores like Publix, Winn Dixie, etc. 
or a fish house like Northwest Seafood 
in Gainesville will usually weigh fish, if 
asked nicely. The weight should be not-
ed on a receipt or store weigh slip, 
signed by the individual weighing the 
fish, and attached to the GOFC weigh 
slip to be turned into the club. The club 
Weighmaster keeps a certified club scale 
at home for members to use (contact the 
GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper). 

To win the contest you don’t have to 
catch the largest fish, just catch as many 

of the 10 species as you can (hopefully a 
couple will be heavy fish). Participation 
in club events also helps as points are 
awarded for participation in club Tour-
naments (3 pts.) and Funaments (1 pt.). 
Awards are given to three places with 
the top male & female angler receiving a 
coveted inscribed pewter plate from the 
Ellett family, who happen to have spon-
sored this contest since its inception. The 
Ellett contest dates run from January 1st 
to December 31st with awards given out 
during the March Awards Banquet. 

In addition to the Ellett awards, the club 
also gives awards and recognition for 
the heaviest three fish of each species. 
The club also maintains a list of GOFC 
Record Catches that include 109 species, 
so keep any species that is either not 
noted or exceeds the record. You can also 
submit a weigh slip for one of the “Oth-
er Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) 
to be computed for a separate award 
following the same guidelines for Spe-
cial Catches.

Vacation 
from Page 10

This should serve as a reminder to 
everyone purchasing a used boat that the 
cost of a professional pre-purchase ma-
rine survey is some of the best money 
you can spend!  

A pre-purchase survey is the most thor-
ough type of marine survey. It is highly 
recommended and is advisable before 

Survey 
from Page 4

the the purchase a used boat regardless of 
its age or reputation.  

From the Pilothouse Marine Services web 
site, www.marinesurveycentralflorida. 
com: “During the survey the outward 
appearance, condition, and functionality 
of the boat should be covered including, 
the hull’s structural integrity, electrical 
components and wiring, the drive sys-
tem, fuel transfer system, other propul-
sion modules, electronic and navigation 
equipment, onboard support systems, 
and additional safety equipment. The 
evidence of previous maintenance, or lack 
of, should also be considered. Additional-
ly, an out of water bottom inspection and 
a operational sea trial should be 
included.”  
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GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts.
Grou
per pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 21.51 2.34 23.31 46.3 25.00 4.6 25.00 24.5 25.00 12.0 7.05 7.5 23.15 3.9 12.60 4.9 25.00 6.5 24.37 9 221.0

Creamer, Travis 41.1 22.11 2.51 25.00 30.0 16.18 1.5 8.14 5.5 5.60 5.9 3.43 6.3 19.37 5.4 17.62 4.1 21.08 5.0 18.78 12 169.3

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 20.03 0.00 34.5 18.60 2.3 12.39 7.9 8.02 28.1 16.49 6.1 18.79 5.5 17.98 2.9 14.89 6.7 25.00 9 161.2

Reed, Dale 46.5 25.00 0.00 22.0 11.88 1.6 8.78 11.5 11.67 0.00 5.8 17.68 6.5 21.20 1.0 5.12 3.7 13.86 9 124.2

Horn, Phil 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.38 7.41 0.00 19.6 11.47 8.1 25.00 7.0 22.85 3.8 19.19 5.0 18.63 9 113.6

Green, Chris 43.0 23.12 0.00 0.00 3.2 17.24 0.00 0.00 6.1 18.88 5.1 16.51 2.6 13.25 3.0 11.18 9 109.2

McElroy, Ross 37.5 20.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.2 11.41 0.00 6.5 19.99 4.5 14.63 3.6 18.55 3.5 13.08 6 103.8

Magnifico, 
Justin 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.36 7.33 0.00 0.00 6.8 20.79 7.7 25.00 3.4 17.55 4.0 15.00 3 88.7

Patterson, 
David 38.75 20.83 0.00 0.00 1.3 6.73 0.00 15.25 8.95 0.00 4.7 15.15 2.6 13.20 2.5 9.13 9 83.0

Byatt, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.81 9.77 5.5 5.60 18.0 10.56 5.3 16.34 4.3 13.95 1.1 5.63 4.4 16.30 3 81.2

Ellett, Ed 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.31 7.07 8.1 8.21 3.0 1.75 7.5 23.06 3.7 11.99 1.8 8.96 2.9 10.71 6 77.8

Saincome, Mike 36.5 19.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 42.6 25.00 0.00 3.69 12.00 1.2 6.14 0.00 9 71.8

Greco, Dominic 0.00 1.2 11.95 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.80 17.84 0.00 0.00 2.4 8.94 0 38.7

Kremser, Ryan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.00 21.53 2.12 6.89 0.00 1.6 6.05 3 37.5

Roy, Russ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.50 8.13 3.6 18.55 2.00 7.45 0 34.1

Peacock, Jay 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.85 21.06 0.00 0.00 3.0 11.18 0 32.2

Wilson, Hal 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.0 18.54 0.00 2.6 13.43 0.00 0 32.0

Berry, Pat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.24 23.54 0.00 0.00 6 29.5

Acomb, Glenn 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.08 5.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.74 15.41 0.00 0.00 3 24.2

Browning, Mike 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 16.90 9.92 0.00 3 11.05 0.00 0.00 3 24.0

Mixon, Tyler 0.00 0.00 38.00 20.51 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 23.5

Hilton, Chic 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.06 5.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.3 14.02 0.00 0.00 3 22.7

Richard, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.25 17.07 0.00 0.00 3 20.1

Byrd, Daryl 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.0 16.25 0.00 0.00 3 19.3

Maynard, Glenn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.00 16.25 0.00 0.00 3 19.3

Rose, Jerry 0.00 0.00 27.00 14.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.3 1.59 0.00 3 19.2

Cutright, Jack 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.75 4.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.69 11.99 0.00 0.00 3 19.0

Morales, Carlos 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.55 18.04 0.00 0.00 0 18.0

Harris, Dylen 0.00 0.00 22.85 12.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 15.3

Gair, Bill 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.4 12.28 0.00 3 15.3

Reinhart, Philip 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.33 7.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 10.2

Englert, Hayden 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.3 8.62 0 8.6

Haberman, Mark 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Hinton, Chic 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Bacsik, Tom 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Zoby, Charlie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Phelan, Pat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Hickman, Paul 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Reinhart, 
Paul 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Men’s Ellett Point Standings  
17 July, 2018
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GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts

King 
Mackerel pts Redfish pts

Sheeps-
head pts

Spanish 
Mackerel pts Trout pts

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Goldstein, 
Shannon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.9 25.00 2.7 19.40 1.9 25.00 2.7 17.82 6 93.2

Reed, Liz 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.5 25.00 0.00 3.8 25.00 3 53.0
Cutright, 
Melvina 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.5 17.96 0.00 1.1 7.48 3 28.4

Tavarez, 
Miriam 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.2 7.98 3 11.0

McCrary, 
Michaela 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Women’s Ellett Point Standings  
17 July, 2018

GOFC Member Bluefish pts. Flounder pts. Redfish pts. Sheepshead pts. Trout pts.
INSHORE 
TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 2.3 23.3 4.6 25.0 7.5 23.2 3.9 12.6 6.5 24.4 108.4

Creamer, Travis 2.5 25.0 1.5 8.1 6.3 19.4 5.4 17.6 5.0 18.8 88.9

Pedersen, Tim 0.0 2.3 12.4 6.1 18.8 5.5 18.0 6.7 25.0 74.2

Horn, Phil 0.0 1.4 7.4 8.1 25.0 7.0 22.9 5.0 18.6 73.9

Magnifico, Justin 0.0 1.36 7.3 6.8 20.8 7.7 25.0 4.0 15.0 68.1

Green, Chris 0.0 3.2 17.2 6.1 18.9 5.1 16.5 3.0 11.2 63.8

Reed, Dale 0.0 1.63 8.8 5.8 17.7 6.5 21.2 3.7 13.9 61.5

Knopf, Ken 1.32 13 1.62 8.7 3.7 11.4 5.0 16.3 2.0 7.3 56.8

Byatt, John 0 1.8 9.8 5.3 16.3 4.3 14.0 4.4 16.3 56.4

Patrick, John 0 1.38 7.4 4.4 13.5 5.8 18.8 4.4 16.3 55.9

Ellett, Ed 0 1.31 7.1 7.5 23.1 3.7 12.0 2.9 10.7 52.8

McElroy, Ross 0.0 0.0 6.5 20.0 4.50 14.6 3.5 13.1 47.7

Greco, Dominic 1.2 12.0 0.0 5.80 17.8 0.0 2.4 8.9 38.7

Kremser, Ryan 0.0 0.0 7.00 21.5 2.12 6.9 1.6 6.1 34.5

Ellett, Marcia 0.0 1.00 5.4 2.44 7.5 3.65 11.9 2.19 8.2 32.9

Peacock, Jay 0 0.0 6.85 21.1 0.0 3.0 11.2 32.2

Patterson, David 0 1.25 6.7 0.0 4.7 15.2 2.5 9.1 31.0

Knopf, Debby 0.86 9 0.0 0.0 4.59 14.9 1.1 4.2 27.7

Turner, Allen 0 3.05 16.4 0.0 2.75 8.9 0.0 25.4

Reed, Liz 0 0.0 0.0 3 11.3 3.76 14.0 25.3

Berry, Pat 0 0.0 0.0 7.24 23.5 0.0 23.5

Hilton, Chic 0.0 1.06 5.7 0.0 4.3 14.0 0.0 19.7

Wilson, Hal 0 0.0 6.0 18.5 0.0 0.0 18.5

Byrd, Daryl 0 0.0 0.0 5.0 16.3 0.0 16.3

Maynard, Glenn 0 0.0 0.0 5.0 16.3 0.0 16.3

Cutright, Jack 0 0.75 4.0 0.0 3.7 12.0 0.0 16.0

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 2.5 8.1 2.00 7.5 15.6

Cutright, Melvina 0 0.0 0.0 2.5 8.1 1.13 4.2 12.3

Saincome, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 3.7 12.0 0.0 12.0

Greco, Katie 0 0.0 2.40 7.4 0.0 1.10 4.1 11.5

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 3.4 11.1 0.0 11.1

Englert, Hayden 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.31 8.6 8.6

Reinhart, Philip 0 1.33 7.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.2

Tavarez, Miriam 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.20 4.5 4.5

Inshore Ellett Point Standings  
17 July, 2018
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Youth Ellett Point Standings  
17 July, 2018

GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Greco, Desi 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.20 25.00 0.00 9.90 25.00 5.6 25.00 0.00 0.00 1.1 25.00 0 100.0
Greco, Katie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.4 10.71 0.00 0.00 1.1 25.00 0 35.7

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings  
 17 July, 2018

GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Knopf, Ken 38 23.17 1.32 25.00 36.80 25.00 1.62 13.28 11.77 25.00 12.40 16.23 3.7 21.14 5.0 21.75 3.3 25.00 2.0 11.14 6 212.7

Knopf, 
Debby 41 25.00 0.86 16.29 15.38 10.45 0.00 6.69 14.21 19.1 25.00 0.00 4.59 19.89 1.83 13.99 1.12 6.40 6 137.2

Patrick, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.38 11.27 0.00 0.00 4.38 25.00 5.77 25.00 2.7 20.55 4.4 25.00 9 115.8

Ellett, Marcia 0.00 0.00 11.75 7.98 1.00 8.20 0.00 4.58 5.99 2.44 13.93 3.65 15.81 0.75 5.73 2.2 12.50 3 73.2

Turner, Allen 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.05 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.75 11.92 0.00 0.00 3 39.9

GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Cobia pts. Grouper pts. King Mackerel pts. Spanish Mackerel pts.
OFFSHORE 

TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 21.5 46.3 25.0 24.5 25.0 12.0 7.1 4.9 25.0 103.6

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 20.0 34.5 18.6 7.9 8.0 28.1 16.5 2.9 14.9 78.0

Knopf, Ken 38.0 20.4 36.8 19.9 11.8 12.0 12.4 7.3 3.3 16.7 76.3

Creamer, Travis 41.1 22.1 30.0 16.2 5.5 5.6 5.9 3.4 4.1 21.1 68.4

Knopf, Debby 41.0 22.0 15.4 8.3 6.7 6.8 19.1 11.2 1.8 9.4 57.7

Reed, Dale 46.5 25.0 22.0 11.9 11.5 11.7 0.0 1.0 5.1 53.7

Saincome, Mike 36.5 19.6 0.0 0.0 42.6 25.0 1.2 6.1 50.8

McElroy, Ross 37.50 20.16 0.0 11.2 11.4 0.0 3.6 18.6 50.1

Patterson, David 38.75 21 0.0 0.0 15.25 9.0 2.6 13.2 43.0

Green, Chris 43.00 23 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 13.3 36.4

Horn, Phil 0 0.0 0.0 19.55 11.5 3.8 19.2 30.7

Byatt, John 0 0.0 5.50 5.6 18.00 10.6 1.1 5.6 21.8

Mixon, Tyler 0 38.00 20.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.5

Ellett, Ed 0 0.0 8.06 8.2 2.98 1.8 1.8 9.0 18.9

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.6 18.6 18.6

Magnifico, Justin 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 17.6 17.6

Patrick, John 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7 13.8 13.8

Wilson, Hal 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 13.4 13.4

Ellett, Marcia 0 11.75 6.3 0.0 4.58 2.7 0.8 3.8 12.9

Harris, Dylen 0 22.85 12.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.3

Gair, Bill 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 12.3 12.3

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 16.90 9.9 0.0 9.9

Offshore Ellett Point Standings  
17 July, 2018
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Big Bend Marinas 
Steinhatchee  
Good Times Motel & Marina 
Hours: 7-8 weekdays,  
6:30-8:00 weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-8088  
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 30 ft. limit 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Hotel rooms, kitchenettes,  
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Up to 50 ft. Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Steinhatchee  
Sea Hag Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 Fri-
Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-3008 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y (storage customers only) 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y, tiki bar with snacks 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: N, but nearby 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Steinhatchee  
River Haven Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 
Fri-Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-0709 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live & frozen  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y Parrot’s Bar Grill 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Horseshoe Beach 
Horseshoe Beach Marina 
Hours: 7:00-6:00 weekdays, 6:30-6:00 
weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-5687 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 8K & 12K  
Fuel : Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y; SeaTow 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Suwannee Marina 
Hours: 6:30-5:00, closed Tues 
Phone: (352) 542-9159 
Ramp: Y, $2.00; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Gateway Marina 
Hours: 7-5 weekdays,  
7-6 weekends 
Phone: (352) 542-7349 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y, minor 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp, frozen offshore 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: N

Cedar Key 
Cedar Key Marina II 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 543-6148 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 15K lbs 
Fuel: Y, Gas  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y. live and frozen 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: Y, house next door 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Yankeetown 
Yankeetown Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Fri, 6:00-5:00 Sat/Sun 
Phone: (352) 447-2529 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel : Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: Y 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Crystal River 
Pete’s Pier  
Hours: 7:00-5:00  
Phone: (352) 795-3302 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N 
Boat Slip: N

Crystal River 
Twin Rivers Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 795-3552 
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 6:30–4:30 
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Dry storage: Y, up to 25 ft. 
Guide Service: Y, inshore & offshore

Homosassa 
Riverhaven Marina 
Phone: (352) 628-5545 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y 
Guide Service: N 

Homosassa 
McRae’s 
Hours: 7:00-7:00 weekends;  
7:00-6:00 weekdays 
Phone: (352) 628-2602 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Y 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y 
Boat Slip: Y, first come basis



www.MillersBoating.com
The Doors Are Always Open At...

2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
Enjoy the Summer Chasing 

Scallops, Fish, Lobster & Fun





3324 W. University Avenue, PMB #337 
Gainesville, FL 32607 


