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Cover Photo: 
Michael Rosato proudly shows off his first keeper 
snook of 2018. It went home for dinner. Details on 
page 11.

Gulf Council Transitions 
Fishing Regulations to Fish 

Rules Mobile App 
Gulf Council News Release  

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is 
transitioning its federal fishing regulations to 
the  Fish Rules mobile application. Fishermen using 
the Council's current Gulf of Mexico Fishing Regula-
tions mobile application are asked to download Fish 
Rules and uninstall the former application.  

The Gulf Council has begun using the  Fish Rules 
mobile application to keep anglers updated on fed-
eral fishing regulations in the Gulf of Mexico. Fish 
Rules hosts regulations in state and federal waters 
from Maine to Texas, and offers a free, user friendly 
platform. While, recreational regulations are the 
focus of the Fish Rules application, commercial reg-
ulations are available in the "Additional Information" 
section of each species display.  

To keep anglers accurately informed of the regula-
tions during the transition, the current Gulf Council 
sponsored mobile application will be updated 
through the end of 2018. On January 1, 2019 the 
Council will fully transition to  Fish Rules and the 
Gulf Council application will no longer be updated.  

Don't delay, download the Fish Rules mobile appli-
cation today:  

• Click here for Apple 

• Click here for Android 

October is National 
Seafood Month  

Celebrate National Seafood Month and join NOAA 
in savoring sustainable seafood! If you are a seafood 
fan, visit the National Seafood Month webpage to 
see highlights of sustainable (and delicious) U.S. 
seafood with new features, videos, and more. 

Events Calendar 
Monthly Meetings  

Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth Tues-
day of each month (note that this is not the last 
Tuesday in those months having 5 Tuesdays). Fel-
lowship begins at 7:00 p.m., with the meeting pro-
gram beginning at 7:30. No monthly meetings are 
held in February, June, August, November or De-
cember, being replaced, respectively, by the 
Seafood and Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual So-
cial, the Cookout & Auction, and your own Christ-
mas holiday activities. 

Coming Events 

The October 23rd monthly meeting features Mark 
Nichols of DOA Lures speaking on various topics. 
Great door prizes and raffles abound. 

Our annual Fall Tournament will be held October 
27th in Cedar Key. In addition to the usual prizes, 
we plan a fantastic barbecue for when we’re fin-
ished. Prizes will be awarded to GOFC members 
based on weight for each of Club’s 10 target 
species: Spotted Sea Trout, Spanish Mackerel, King 
Mackerel, Redfish, Sheepshead, Grouper, Cobia, 
Flounder, Bluefish, and Amberjack. All fish must be 
of legal size per Florida regulations and in-season. 
Master Angler = $300, Inshore Angler = $200, Off-
shore Angler = $200, he Boat with the Most Species 
(the GOFC 10) = $50. Please note that an individ-
ual angler can only win one of the 3 main prizes. 

The annual auction will be held November 16th at 
Ed and Marcia Ellett’s home. This is a big fund raiser 
for the Club, and there will be wonderful items to 
bid on in the auction. Oh, there also is some fantas-
tic food headlined by a Low Country boil. This is an 
outside event, so be sure to bring along warm 
clothes if it’s forecast to be cool and some bug juice 
if the temperature is mild. Please bring along a 
dessert to share and any adult beverages. the main 
purpose of this event (other than a fun evening so-
cializing with other club members and enjoying 
good food) is to raise money for the club by auc-
tioning off items donated by members. So be sure 
to bring any tackle and outdoor gear or other items 
you no longer need or use that can be donated for 
the auction. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967P3ZPm0rvowrXBN3NMEeNGKq4TkMFFdwIqUntIspeD9vJdeHRBydCoCUBkLEy3860GZF3AA2azloCanQblS4LLVVoCR0-5FvRNELGQAweJXrcXUB5-5FH1V2kMHvzFvWhPIaT-5F-5Fs8LfCtxKJpKglWBZEjpp8c-5FCepc9aUz8mnJ6O7JBxCs1m9IZpcr0Fg1RzZPunT-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=0o0qQmNn4TmS_HZS22bxrb9M_GN4QBuP2JM38ZzUiQQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967LMyc5UjSh8aJldsWx3EGo9NAwW-2DBWoY2HCGjmeIsQtI7RQwyIpEHp0c-2DNMrYfVKvOyNEOsQR48jFLtDMXLUw8qNyrvNlNd6AOpo6wpFWzP0BOQ9i2wKSw2xIvRWH-5F5i-2Df9owudfFFGC-5FOqgh-5FQA-2DbGbthAhPBoU8ehtsWBVEqdY-2DWi1nVO00OV4xaOjBSBAX-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=oWCW3zR0Ptuk-eLvJWpuHFEK07H6pDXj77tKmourY2Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967P3ZPm0rvowrXBN3NMEeNGKq4TkMFFdwIqUntIspeD9vJdeHRBydCoCUBkLEy3860GZF3AA2azloCanQblS4LLVVoCR0-5FvRNELGQAweJXrcXUB5-5FH1V2kMHvzFvWhPIaT-5F-5Fs8LfCtxKJpKglWBZEjpp8c-5FCepc9aUz8mnJ6O7JBxCs1m9IZpcr0Fg1RzZPunT-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=0o0qQmNn4TmS_HZS22bxrb9M_GN4QBuP2JM38ZzUiQQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967LMyc5UjSh8aJldsWx3EGo9NAwW-2DBWoY2HCGjmeIsQtI7RQwyIpEHp0c-2DNMrYfVKvOyNEOsQR48jFLtDMXLUw8qNyrvNlNd6AOpo6wpFWzP0BOQ9i2wKSw2xIvRWH-5F5i-2Df9owudfFFGC-5FOqgh-5FQA-2DbGbthAhPBoU8ehtsWBVEqdY-2DWi1nVO00OV4xaOjBSBAX-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=oWCW3zR0Ptuk-eLvJWpuHFEK07H6pDXj77tKmourY2Y&e=
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President’s 
Message 
By Dale Reed 

Fall is in the air! The cooler temperatures 
are on the way and the fish bite is starting 
to become off the hook.  
Trout and redfish are two of the fish that 
are easily targeted this time of the year. 
Snook, tripletail, cobia and many other 
species like Spanish and king mackerel are 
showing up as well! 
Mark Nichols of DOA Baits will be our 
highlighted speaker for October 23 at the 
vet school. Also, on October 27, we have 
our fall tournament in Cedar Key which 
includes a fantastic barbecue when we’re 
finished.  
The Ellett auction is November 16 and 
there will be wonderful items to bid on in 
the auction, and some fantastic food with 
a Low Country boil.  
Please check the tides and the weather 
before heading out and have a safe and 
enjoyable time on the water. Tight lines! 

Red Tide, Green 
Slime, and Way Too 

Much Rain 
By Charlie Courtney 

This has not been a good year for our 
coastal environment. So far this year we 
have been impacted by red tides in south-
ern Florida, another severe outbreak of 
green slime in the southern Indian River 
Lagoon and Caloosahatchee River, and, in 
our region, excessive rainfall.  
The biggest news has been the recent out-
break of red tide on the southwest coast of 
the state that has extended as far north as 
the Tampa Bay. Another red tide outbreak 
first appeared off Palm Beach County on 
September 30th and has spread as far 
north as Vero Beach at the time of this 
writing, with fish kills and people having 
throat and eye irritation.  
Although many people feel that the red 
tides are another effect of the polluted 
waters discharged from Lake Okeechobee, 
FWC scientists have reported that the out-
breaks may indeed by caused by an un-

usual amount of iron-laden dust blowing 
across the Atlantic from Africa. It turns out 
that iron is a limiting nutrient for algal 
growth in our waters, and any increase in 
iron levels can cause explosive growth of 
harmful algae. My personal opinion is that 
it is likely some of both involved as the 
outbreaks on both coasts seem to be cen-
tered around areas where the Lake Okee-
chobee discharges enter the ocean. 
The Indian River Lagoon has been 
plagued by another outbreak of “Green 
Slime” — a massive bloom of blue-green 
algae that makes the water resemble a 
giant guacamole dip. However, don’t 
break out the nachos, because this algal 
growth stinks and kills fish. A similar out-
break has also appeared on Florida’s 
southwest coast in the Caloosahatchee 
River, including Cape Coral and Captiva.  
All the experts are in agreement that the 
source of the “green slime”problem is nu-
trient-rich, polluted water released from 
Lake Okeechobee into the St. Lucie Canal 
and the Caloosahatchee River. However, 

Red Tide on Page 8
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A Day on the Water 
with Billy O. 

A Tale of Friendship, Fishing 
and Bananas

By Carol Lyn Parrish (in FWC 
Gone Coastal) 

“Be at the house at 5:45 a.m.,” said Billy O. 
on a warm Saturday morning as a slight 
breeze blew from the west and the sky 
was overcast. 
Billy and I knew of each other in high 
school, but we weren’t close friends. He 
was a football star and I was the yearbook 
photographer. Twenty years later, we were 
at our high school reunion, telling stories 
of hunting alligators and fishing. An in-
stant friendship was formed. When he 
invited me to go fishing with him and his 
family in south Florida, I jumped at the 
opportunity. 
Billy captains the MISS MADDISON 
with a crew of two, his 12-year-old 
son, Bryan, and 16-year-old daugh-
ter, Maddison. Bryan is an impres-
sive young angler who can identify 
more saltwater fish species than 
most adults. Maddison is a lifeguard 
with a love of the ocean. 
Our first stop was to catch baitfish. 
Billy maneuvered the boat into posi-
tion, and Bryan and Maddison 
quickly cast out sabiki rigs - groups 
of several small hooks attached to 
the end of a fishing line. It was 
amazing to watch this crew in ac-
tion. Bryan and Maddison pulled in 
line after line of baitfish, with Billy 
switching back and forth to quickly 
get the lines back in the water. When 
the top water swirl disappeared, we 
moved to another spot, and I 
watched the scenario play out over 
and over again until the baitwell 
was full. 
As we headed offshore, we shared stories 
of fishing and boating. Bryan filled my 
head with knowledge about the different 
species of saltwater fish. Maddison talked 
about sea turtles and her goal of working 
in the medical field. Billy remained on the 
hunt for fish. He shared his knowledge of 
boating, wind direction, tides and seas, as 
well as navigating and using landmarks to 
determine distance – all useful knowledge 
every boater should know. 

Billy gave directions on which rod and 
reel to use, then Bryan swung into action. 
It was apparent they had done this before. 
Bryan caught the first fish, a snapper too 
small to keep. After catching a few more 
snapper, we started seeing dolphins and 
sharks in the area. 
We decided to move to the next fishing 
spot where we saw more dolphin. Another 
stop and, finally, we were right in the ac-
tion. Bryan and Billy got Maddison rigged 
up and she landed a little tunny, more 
commonly known as a bonito. Within 
moments, another line at the bow started 
zinging. There is nothing like the sound of 
a line screaming off the reel when a fish 
takes the bait. 
My turn. I’ll admit, I was out of practice, 
but Billy kept me on the fish and I got it in 
the boat. It was another little tunny. Fun to 
catch, but they are often released or used 
for bait to entice other species. 
We were a bit bummed that we hadn’t had 

more luck, but Billy reminded me that the 
weather was working against us since the 
wind was blowing from the west, causing 
choppy waves. We hit one more spot with 
no action and decided to call it a day. 
After a bumpy ride into a sandbar, we 
decided to take a swim and have a snack. 
With more than enough to share, I brought 
out my banana-date-walnut bites. 
“WHAT! You brought bananas on the 
boat!” said Billy. 

I was quickly informed that bananas are 
considered bad luck on a boat. Apparently, 
this is either an old fish tale or supersti-
tion. Who knew? Not I. 
A quick survey of a few boaters and an-
glers at the sandbar confirmed it. They all 
knew what it meant to have bananas on 
board a boat. Even the attendant and 
guests at the fuel dock solidified this story. 
Billy then told me of a time he wore cloth-
ing with a banana on the label during a 
fishing trip. The label was promptly cut 
off prior to leaving the dock. 
What’s behind the banana ban? Some 
speculate that: ships had to make fast trips 
to prevent the fruit from spoiling so there 
was no time to fish; that bananas float, so 
if a ship went down they might be the 
only sign; and, Billy’s favorite, huge spi-
ders often hitched a ride in the banana 
boxes.  
I learned a lot on my fishing trip and I will 
tell you this, I will never bring a banana 

on a boat again. Thank-
fully, I was forgiven 
by Billy and the crew 
and was allowed to 
board the boat for the 
ride home. 
While we didn’t get 
completely skunked, 
I now know our bad 
luck had nothing to 
do with the west 
wind, rough waves 
or cloudy skies. It 
wasn’t because of a 
lack of knowledge, 
skill or passion for 
fishing. It was my 
banana snacks. 
Heading home for 
the day, I was left 
with a newfound 
respect for a man 
teaching his children 
to fish and get out-
doors, a renewed 

hope for the future of fishing and the next 
generation of conservationists, and a re-
minder that fishing and a love of the out-
doors brings people together. 
I look forward to many more fishing ad-
ventures with this crew… without ba-
nanas! 

Young anglers Brian and Maddison fishing for bait. Pho-
to by Carol Lyn Parrish.
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FWC Announces 
Winners of 2018 

Lionfish Challenge 
FWC News Release 

At its September meeting in Tallahassee, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) announced the win-
ners of the 2018 Lionfish Challenge. 
A total of 28,260 lionfish were removed 
from Florida waters as part of this year’s 
challenge, which included recreational 
and commercial categories as well as a 
new tagged-lionfish component, reward-
ing participants with prizes up to $5,000 
for removal of FWC-tagged lionfish. 
“This is another commendable effort by 
Florida’s recreational and commercial 
divers to help control lionfish populations 
and remove the invasive species from our 
waters,” said FWC chairman Bo Rivard. 
Recreational winner and Lionfish King 
John McCain of Gilchrist County removed 
1,137 of the lionfish. Although he was un-
able to attend the meeting, this is Mc-

Cain’s third year participating in the 
challenge, in which he won third place 
the first year and second place the second 
year. McCain works for Dive Rite. 
Ron Surrency of Duval County is the 
Commercial Champion for his removal of 
5,017 pounds of lionfish (which equates 
to about 5,531 fish). Surrency targets lion-
fish and other reef fish species commer-
cially with partners Jason Whetmore and 
Mark Irwin on the vessel Joyce Marie. 
Both winners will receive a Lionfish 
Challenge Trophy for their efforts, as well 
as a feature article in our Saltwater Regu-
lations Publication, a $500 gift card for 
dive tank refills and a customized Engel 
65-quart cooler. 
The Lionfish Challenge and the 2018 
tagged-lionfish component could not have 
been possible without the support of 
sponsors including the American Sport-
fishing Association, Marine Industries 
Association of Palm Beach County, Boat 
Owners Association of The United States, 
the National Marine Manufacturers Asso-
ciation, Yamaha Motor Corporation, the 
Coastal Conservation Association Florida, 

Dive Rite, Lionator Pole Spears, Narked 
Scuba, Florida Underwater Sports in Sara-
sota, Customatic Optics LLC and Tooth-
less Life Spearfishing Safety System. 

Ed	  Ellett,	  CPCU,	  CLU,	  CIC	  
905	  NW	  56th	  Terrace,	  Suite	  A,	  Gainesville	  

32605	  www.ellettins.com	  
ed@ellettins.com	  

• Life	  Insurance	  for	  dying	  too	  soon.
• Annuities	  for	  preserving	  what	  you

have.
• Long	  Term	  Care	  Insurance	  when

longevity	  becomes	  challenging.
• Home,	  	  Auto,	  Boat,	  Umbrella,

Disability	  and	  Business	  Insurance
for	  the	  challenges	  in	  between.

2018 Lionfish Challenge Com-
mercial Champion, Ron Surrency, 

with FWC Commissioners.
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Perfect Storm  
By Captain Allen Turner  

A perfect storm occurred for me about two 
years ago. It all started when the late 60s 
vintage Boston Whaler that my grandfa-
ther had purchased when he retired had 
come available. I could have it for next to 
nothing. It had a triple hull, a shallow 
draft, and was tough as nails. I have many 
fond memories of fishing and skiing with 
that 13 foot boat on Lake Waccamaw in 
North Carolina, but I thought it might also 
make an excellent skinny water boat to 
explore the tidal creeks and grass flats 
throughout Florida’s Big Bend. 
I went to see the boat at my brother’s 
house in Virginia. It had had a hard life in 
the years since my grandfather passed 
away. It was almost 60 years old, the gel 
coat was shot, there was significant impact 
damage in several places to the fiberglass, 
there was no motor or trailer, and, to make 
matters worse, the motors now available 
that would match the boat’s transom 
height have but a fraction of the power of 
the boat’s original 40 hp motor. If I wanted 
my grandfather’s pristine boat, it was go-
ing to be a long, laborious and costly ven-
ture to put it back into that kind of shape, 
and if I choose to pursue it, I wouldn’t 
likely want to chance damaging it on any 
oyster bars. 
It was at this point that my wife said that, 
instead, I should consider a new boat that 
would be perfect for the Big Bend’s skinny 
waters. She suggested that rather than 
putting a lot of money into a boat I’d be 
afraid to use, I could get one that was op-
timized for what I wanted to do.  
I have a good friend who has such a boat, 
an 18 ft Xpress aluminum boat with a 
Yamaha jet-foot motor. He uses it primari-
ly on the rivers near Blacksburg, VA where 
he travels over rocky areas that are barely 
even wet. He had brought it down to Flor-
ida as well, and I was amazed at the places 
he could go — places I wanted to go to as 
well. He was extremely satisfied with his 
Xpress boat, so I decided to see if I could 
find a smaller version. 
I did some looking around and found a 
brand new Xpress boat and trailer on Ebay 
about 100 miles away. It was 16 ft long 
which was big enough for what I wanted. 
It was a bargain but it didn’t include a 
motor, so I waited. I decided that I wanted 
a Yamaha 30 hp jet-foot motor; the smallest 
jet outboard that Yamaha made. I thought 
a small boat with a small motor would be 
just the ticket to get where I wanted to go 

and would be easier to manage 
when I went out fishing on my 
own.  
After I found the boat and had 
decided on the motor, I went 
into my local dealer to find 
that they had a closeout price 
on just the motor I wanted.  
I bought the boat and motor 
and spent a month or so get-
ting it rigged up. I got a match-
ing console from Xpress, an 
iPilot saltwater trolling motor 
on Ebay, and a Black Friday 
Fishfinder/GPS on the web. I 
took delivery of the completed 
b o a t s h o r t l y b e f o re t h e 
Christmas Holidays of 2016.  
There was a thing or two to 
learn about living with a jet 
powered boat. A jet-foot 
doesn’t have a reverse gear. 
Strictly speaking it doesn’t 
have a forward gear either. In 
fact it doesn’t even have gears. 
Instead, a jet-foot motor has an 
impeller that is spinning all the 
time the motor is running. The 
impeller takes water from a 
grate that’s in the water, pres-
surizes it and shoots it out the 
back of the motor. The water is 
flowing from the impeller 
whenever the motor is run-
ning.  
There are forward, neutral and 
reverse positions for the throt-
tle but they are not different 
gears. The figure shown below 
shows the Shift Gate, Shift 
Cam and Shift Cable which, 
collectively, redirect the water 
flow to implement forward, 
neutral and reverse thrusts. 
The shift gate is shown in the 
neutral position. In this posi-
tion the shift gate partially 
blocks the water being ex-
pelled by the motor and redi-
rects it forward.  With a portion of the wa-
ter being expelled by the motor going both 
forward and backward the thrusts associ-
ated with each tend to cancel resulting in, 
ideally, no net thrust from the motor. 
The shift cam is connected to the shift ca-
ble that comes from the throttle. The shift 
cable retracts when the throttle is moved 
forward from neutral and it extends when 
the throttle is moved rearward from neu-
tral. The retraction or extension of the shift 
cable causes the shift cam to rotate counter 
clockwise or clockwise respectively. The 

rotation of the shift cam causes the shift 
gate to rotate and changes the position of 
the shift gate, which changes the way wa-
ter is directed from the jet-foot.  
When the throttle is moved forward from 
neutral, the shift cable retracts causing the 
shift cam and shift gate to each rotate 
clockwise. This action changes the position 
of the shift gate so that all of the water 
being expelled from the motor goes rear-

Jet on Page 9

About to launch at Shell Mound camp-
ground with the jet foot evident and an-

other view at Steinhatchee.
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts  
All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our regular con-
tributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member reports section of the next 
quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year, readers should gain a stronger understanding 
of how things change with the seasons and what to do about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones. 

Cedar Key 
9/29/2018

By Mark Haberman 
I, along with two other crew members left 
the Cedar Key boat launch Saturday morn-
ing, September 29th. We were hoping to fill 
the fish box with large amberjack and 
grouper.  
First stop was Seahorse Reef for live bait 
and some Spanish mackerel. Pinfish and 
blue runners were plentiful on sabiki rigs 
tipped with small chunks of squid. The 
Spanish mackerel were abundant as well, 
hitting small silver spoons. They seemed to 
really get turned on by reeling the spoon 
fast enough to break the surface every now 
and then. Once the livewell was full, and 
we had nine or 10 Spanish in the box, it was 
time to head for deep water.  
Twenty six miles later we slowed the boat 
down and anchored on the first ledge we 
planned to target. Red snapper hit every-
thing we sent down, including cut ladyfish, 
squid chunks, frozen sardines, frozen hear-
ing, and live bait. Several red and gag 
grouper came on board, but everything 
came up short. We also caught several trig-
gerfish, but all were released due to the 
closed season in federal water.  
After seeing an unidentified fish break the 
surface, I quickly pitched a small silver 

spoon out in its direction. Just as I was 
about to pull the spoon out of the water, a 
very nice mahi mahi slammed the spoon as 
it rocketed past the boat. That fish was so lit 
up with color; I cannot begin to describe it 
with my limited writing abilities. Unfortu-
nately, the fish came unbuttoned after a 
spectacular jump.  
After limited AJ success, it was time to 
make a move. We talked to a fellow club 
member on the radio that was having some 
luck with the AJs, we decided to head over 
and join him on a ledge about a mile away. 
With the thought of that beautiful mahi still 
fresh in my mind, I thought, why not do 

some trolling on the way over? After just 
three tenths of a mile, the Garman lit up. It 
looked like another nice ledge full of fish. 
After anchoring up the boat, my crew 
caught red snapper after red snapper and 
more short grouper.  
Not being able to resist diving on a new 
number, I put a tank on my back, grabbed 
the spear gun, and headed to the bottom 
75 feet below. The ledge was indeed beau-
tiful, with lots of mangrove snapper, red 
snapper, large gag and red grouper (that 
managed to stay just out of range), five or 
six lionfish, and many other reef species. 
Lionfish populations are definitely on the 
rise in the off shore Cedar Key area. Check 
out my video of the ledge dive.  
Once I stowed the dive gear, we headed 
over to the third and final ledge of the day. 
We caught six or seven AJ on live pinfish 
and topwater poppers, all coming up 

short. If you have never used topwater 
plugs for AJ, put it on your bucket list! In 
my opinion, it is the only way to catch AJ.  
At the end of the day, the fish box was not 
full, but all-in-all, it was another great day 

of fishing off of Cedar Key! 

Spanish Mackerel 
By Charlie Courtney 

My introduction to saltwater fishing began 
with catching Spanish mackerel on Sea-
horse Reef, and to this day that remains one 
of my favorite activities. Fall is my favorite 
time to fish for them, for they are at their 

Too bad they are out of season . . .

. . . and too bad this one was short!

At least this lionfish was a keeper, 
and yummy too!

Mackerel on Page 11

https://youtu.be/QkjSkeApYPE
https://youtu.be/QkjSkeApYPE
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there is disagreement as to whether the 
ultimate cause of the pollution is agricul-
tural runoff or urban runoff from well-
fertilized lawns and septic tanks. Again, I 
feel that it is likely both sources involved. 
Regardless, Floridas political leaders 
have for many decades failed to address 
the problem due to pressures from both 
their urban and agricultural constituents 
who keep placing the blame on one an-
ther.  
The way to fix the problem is well under-
stood. (1) Restore Lake Okeechobee’s 
historically natural flow through the 
Everglades. (2) Severely limit the use of 
fertilizers on lawns, golf courses, and 
other urban/suburban green spaces. (3) 
Require regular inspection and mainte-

nance of septic systems. (4) Require 
farmers to capture and treat nutrient rich 
runoff from their farms.  
Why have we not done so? It’s simply 
politics. Item 1 would impact the large 

number of highly productive farms 
growing sugar cane and winter vegeta-
bles just south of Lake Okeechobee. Items 
2-4 will cost people money. Indeed, the 
state legislature repealed the 2010 law 
that required inspection of septic tanks 
every five years due to cost complaints  
by home owners.  
Here in North Central Florida, we have 
suffered a more natural calamity over 
which we have little control or blame. 
After several years of drought, the rains 
returned with a vengeance in 2017 and 
continued through 2018. The result has 
been a massive discharge of rain water 
through our creeks and rivers with flood-
ing of low lying areas.  
Beyond localized flooding, the economic 
impact of all this rain included the early 
shut down of the Steinhatchee recre-
ational scallop fishery as a result of very 
murky coastal waters. That community is 
very dependent on the influx of scallop-
ing tourists for a good portion of their 
annual income, and they have felt the 
economic pinch.  
The annual shrimp run in the St. Johns 
River from Palatka to Green Cove 
Springs ended early last year and never 
even got started this year due to exces-
sive fresh water flow in the river. The 
economic impact affected fewer busi-
nesses as compared to the loss of revenue 
in Steinhatchee, but some have suffered 
nevertheless, and my freezer is nearly 
empty of shrimp.

Red Tide 
from Page 3
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ward. This provides maximum thrust in 
the forward direction.  
When the throttle is moved rearward 
from neutral, the shift cable extends caus-
ing the shift cam and shift gate to each 
rotate counterclockwise. This action 
changes the position of the shift gate so 
all of the water being expelled from the 
motor goes forward. This provides thrust 
in the reverse direction.  
In this way a jet-foot lower unit can pro-
vide thrust in the forward, neutral and 
reverse directions without using gears. It 
works much the same way thrust re-
versers work on a jet airplane.  The net 
effect is that the throttle positions don’t 
behave the same way as they do in a pro-
peller driven boat. 
There are many significant differ-
ences between propeller and jet-
foot boats. 
First, the jet-foot is very inefficient 
compared to a propeller. The rule 
of thumb is that jet-foot outboards 
lose 30% or more of the thrust 
you’d normally expect from the 
propeller driven equivalent.  The 
convention in the outboard indus-
try is to specify the motor output 
after those losses are taken into 
account. My 30 hp jet foot motor 
uses a Yamaha 40 hp motor. A 30% 
reduction from 40 hp would be 28 
hp so the actual output from my 
motor is probably less than the 30 
hp shown on the motor.  
My boat is rated for up to 50 hp so 
28 hp would make it underpow-
ered. I was willing to have an un-
derpowered boat because the light 
weight of the small motor would 
mean that the boat would draft less water. 
This would let me get into skinnier water. 
The inefficiency of the jet also significant-
ly lowers the fuel economy. 
Second, jet outboards don’t have the same 
top end you’d expect even if the boat isn’t 
underpowered. Looking at test data sug-
gests 25 to 28 mph is about all you can 
reasonably expect and that’s all that I got. 
Third, reverse is implemented by redirect-
ing the water output from the impeller so 
that it goes forward. This works but not 

nearly as well as a propeller. I’ve pulled 
up on shore a couple of times and been 
very surprised at how little reverse thrust 
is available when trying to back up. I’ve 
had to get out of the boat to nudge it out 
more than once. I don’t think I would’ve 
had to do that at all with a prop boat. 
Forth, neutral isn’t neutral, instead, it’s 
approximately neutral. Neutral on a jet 
motor works by attempting to send some 
water forward and some water backward. 
It’s not perfect, the balance between for-
ward and reverse is a little off and with 
the motor idling there’ll be small tenden-
cy for the boat to move in one direction or 
the other.  
Fifth, the jet-foot doesn’t have a skeg. On 
propeller driven motors the skeg acts like 
a rudder and the lack of a rudder on jet-
foot motors makes the boat wander left 
and right at low speeds. Below about 5 
mph I find that I have to constantly make 
steering adjustments just to make the boat 
go in a straight line.  

This is only an issue going slowly. Once 
underway, steering is much the same as a 
propeller driven boat unless you turn 
sharply. If you turn sharply while under-
way the lack of a rudder will allow the 
rear end of the boat to start skidding — 
skipping along the surface of the water in 
a manner similar to a thrown rock skip-
ping along the top of the water. I’ve never 
had anything bad happen when the rear 
end of the boat started skidding but I can 
imagine that, taken to an extreme, the 
boat could spin out of control or worse. 

So with all these limitations why would 
anyone want a jet-foot? The answer is 
simple and it’s not because of what a jet-
foot has, but instead, it’s because of what 
it doesn’t have. When underway a pro-
peller driven boat needs to have the pro-
peller submerged. That means, with few 
exceptions, propeller driven boats have 
the propeller and skeg extending a foot or 
more beneath the bottom of the boat. At 
best a boat rides on the surface of the wa-
ter so the skeg and possibly the propeller 
will be dragging along the bottom when 
the water is less than a foot to a foot and a 
half deep.  
When underway a jet-foot projects only a 
fraction of an inch below the bottom of 
the boat. For all intents and purposes, a 
jet-foot boat can run in water that may be 
only little more than an inch deep. This 
opens up a wide range of locations over a 
wide range of tidal conditions. In fact, a 
jet foot boat can go many of the places 
that would otherwise require an air boat. 

I’ve had my jet boat for just over a 
year and a half now. I love it. I’ve 
been able to go to all the places I 
went in my propeller driven boat 
and I can do so on virtually any 
tide. What’s really different, 
though, are the places that I can 
now go that I couldn’t go before. 
I’ve gone to the Shell Mound area 
near Cedar Key and deep into the 
shallows around Crystal River, 
both of which are laced with the 
oyster bars that attract redfish, 
and, that tear up skegs and pro-
pellers.  
I’ve caught more than 400 redfish 
in my jet boat so far. I’ve had sev-
eral days where I’ve caught more 
than 30 redfish, including more 
than a dozen that were over slot. 
Getting deep into the shallow ar-
eas has made seeing tailing fish a 
commonplace occurrence. I’ve 

caught numerous black drum both 
eating size and too huge to keep. And 
finally, I’ve caught perhaps 20 snook. 
From a fishing perspective, my new boat 
has been a huge success. 
I’ve had to learn a thing or two the hard 
way as well. I’ve been hard aground on 
three separate occasions. Twice I had to 
wait hours for the tide to come in and the 
third time an air boat pulled me off. I 

Jet 
from Page 6

Jet Foot lower unit showing the Shift Gate, 
Shift Cam and Shift Cable. Shown in the neu-

tral position.

Jet on Page 10
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found out through those episodes that 
when you’re in very shallow water 
there’s little margin for error. I need to 
know the limits that the tides will allow, 
and make sure I adhere to them. One of 
the days I went aground, I had timed 
everything perfectly and was all set to 
head in at the last instant the tide would 
allow. At least that was the plan until I 
hooked a nice, over slot 
red that took 20 min-
utes to land. Those 20 
minutes made the dif-
ference on a rapidly 
falling tide, enough so 
that I couldn’t get back 
to the boat ramp in 
time. Don’t know…
catching an over slot 
red…it might have been 
worth it. 
I also found out my jet 
foot doesn’t work well 
when floating grass is 
about. The intake gets 
clogged easily and it’s 
no fun having to stop 
and clear the intake 
every couple of hun-
dred yards. That made 
trips to grassy areas like 
the flats near Stein-
hatchee problematic at 
those times of the year 
when floating grass is 
prevalent.  
I also found that an un-
derpowered boat becomes extremely 
underpowered as the load and/or the 
number of people in the boat increases. 
I’ve taken friends and my wife along on 
several occasions but when I take some-
one else along the top speed drops to 
around 18 mph. That’s so slow that my 
GPS speed may drop to 15 or 16 if I’m 
heading into a current and/or wind.  
I’ve also found that I can avoid some of 
the hassles, read the going aground part 
again, of launching where the tides 
completely dictate what you do by 
launching from Suwannee or the Barge 
Canal and motoring over to the areas I’d 
like to fish. However, it’s about a 10 mile 

trip to the Shell Mound area of Cedar 
Key from Suwannee and that takes a 
very long time at 15 or 16 mph.  
I really enjoy taking friends, so I decided 
to address that issue by exploring the 
possibility of getting a second lower unit 
with a propeller that could be swapped 
out for the jet-foot when that would be 
advantageous. Don’t get me wrong, I 
love my boat. It’s been a great addition, 
but I always had, in the back of my 
mind, the thought that I could expand its 
versatility if I could get a regular pro-
peller lower unit, which I could switch 
back and forth with the jet.  

Use the jet when it’s advantageous and 
use the prop when it would be advanta-
geous. I’d known of a couple of people 
who had such arrangements and I want-
ed to give that a try too. 
To switch back and forth between a jet 
foot and a propeller foot required at least 
two things. One was a second lower unit 
and the other was a way to reposition 
the lower unit because the propeller 
based lower unit needs to sit lower in the 
water than the jet-foot. I did some re-
search, made some calls and found a 
scheme I thought would work. 
The solution proved simple. The pro-
peller lower unit needs to sit 5 inches 

lower than the jet foot to properly posi-
tion the propeller unit relative to the 
boat. Low and behold, lower units come 
in 5 inch increments, and, I found a 
company, Bay Manufacturing in Ohio, 
that makes 5 inch extension kits for a 
wide variety of outboard motors.  
The extension kits consist of a 5 inch 
aluminum housing that matches the 
contours of the motor housing and fits 
between the motor and the lower unit. 
The kits also include 5 inch extensions 
for the drive shaft, shift shaft and cool-
ing water that connect between the mo-
tor and the lower unit. Bay Manufactur-

ing’s kits are intended 
and marketed to pro-
vide a means to convert 
20 inch motors to 25 
inches or 25 inch to 30 
inches, etc.   
I called the folks at Bay 
Manufacturing to see if 
their extension units 
might work for me. 
They told me that they 
don’t promote their 
extension kits to do 
what I was trying to do 
but that they knew 
some of their customers 
had already done so. 
Using the 5 inch exten-
s i o n k i t m e a n t I 
wouldn’t need to re-
position the motor to 
properly position the 
propeller lower unit at 
all. The 5 inch extension 
would do that for me. 
My motor is unusual in 
that it’s designed to use 
a 15 inch shaft propeller 

unit. 15 inch shaft lower units are very 
hard to come by. My local dealer told me 
that he couldn’t even get them. But, in 
my case I was going to use a 5 inch ex-
tension which meant that a 20 inch lower 
unit would be perfect. I decided to go 
with a used lower unit and started 
scouring Ebay looking for a bargain.  
I was intending to do the conversion 
myself, so I needed to get some hard 
information in order to determine the 
correct lower unit for my motor. This 
proved to be difficult. My motor is actu-

Jet on Page 12

Jet 
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Ed Ellett, New Years Day 2017, with the first over slot red 
caught on my boat 
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biggest, feistiest and most obliging as 
they fatten up for their southward mi-
gration ahead of colder weather. 
On the 29th of September, Danny Mar-
tin, Danny McElroy, and I went to Sea-
horse Reef in Danny Martin’s 25 foot 
Contender, MEGABYTE, to catch some fall 
mackerel. We trolled during the falling  
tide and caught 8 macks on spoons. A 
weedless Johnson spoon in sliver was 
the hot bait. It was not fouled by floating 
grass, but it seemed weird trolling a red-
fish lure offshore. Once the tide started 
running in, we anchored, put out a 
chum block, and freelined shrimp on 
long shank hooks. The macks went abso-
lutely nuts over those shrimp! 
Between trolling and freelining live 
shrimp, we caught 22 Spanish.mackerel 
on Seahorse Reef, including three over 4 
pounds and a bunch of 3 pounders — 
probably 60-70 pounds of whole fish. I 
gave away a bunch of fillets and smoked 
a bunch. Debby and I ate a smoked fillet 
the next night and it was yummy! 
We had no luck trolling for kings and 
grouper out to 45 feet, and we saw no 
cobia at the sunken dry dock. We did not 
see many bait pods except on Seahorse 
Reef.  
The sea surface temperature was a torrid 
88 degrees — something that explained 
in part the rapid development and feroc-
ity of Hurricane Michael 10 days later. 
What more can you ask for — a good 
day on the water with friends and oblig-
ing, tasty fish. 

Backwater Slot 
Snook 

By Michael Rosato 
There is no better way to end the day 
than to land a slot snook! It was a hot 
Friday, but the Ozello waterways were 
gorgeous, and the fishing pressure was 
very low. My plan was to fish the incom-

ing tide, and I didn't have to go far to 
sight cast a couple of decent reds, but to 
no avail I couldn't get one to bite.  
Live pinfish were abundant and seemed 
to be the most effective bait, landing me 
a couple of jack crevalle, and under-slot, 
but beautifully spotted trout. I missed 
several other fish on the live pins, but 
could not ID them.  
Coming back toward the ramp, I decid-
ed to try one last spot. Once I reached a 
dead end with a couple misses on the 
pinfish, I thought my day was over. As I 
trolled the live pinfish, I was also casting 
out my trusty mullet style paddle-tail 
which is my go-to search bait and sight-
casting bait. I was using a 4 inch length 
Salt Water Assassin paddle-tail with a 
1/4 oz weighted/weedless 3/0 hook 
working the edges and turns around the 
islands.  

Making my way through the last pass 
into the cove, I found a murkier but 
prime ambush spot for predator fish to 
pick off bait coming through around the 
first bend. On my second cast, a huge 
thump on my lure spike my blood pres-
sure...fish on!!  
The "line-sider" immediately revealed 
itself and started running, and after a 
few minutes of a solid tug-of-war and 
head shakes I tired out the fish and was 
rewarded with my first in season, slot 31 
inch snook...this one came home with 
me, and it sure was tasty! Until next 
time, tight lines 

FWC Will Provide 
Interactive Daily 

Sampling Map for 
Red Tide 

FWC News Release 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) will provide an 
enhanced, interactive map updated dai-
ly of water samples to inform the public 
on the status of naturally-occurring red 
tide throughout the state. 
The online  Red Tide Daily Sampling 
Map will be offered in addition to FWC’s 
current Wednesday and Friday updates 
on the status of Florida’s red tide 
blooms. This will provide the public 
with more immediate and accurate red 
tide data, as researchers process the 
many water samples from across the 
state. 
 “We are pushing out all we can, when 
we can, in the spirit of providing the 
most timely and beneficial information 
to the public and partners,” said FWC 
Executive Director Eric Sutton. “We will 
continually expand efforts to assist dur-
ing this difficult event.” 
The FWC works with a large network of 
partners,  including private organiza-
tions, local governments and citizen 
volunteers,  to continue research and 
sampling efforts and has conducted 
meetings and phone calls to develop a 
course of action for affected areas. This 
strong collaboration is critical to re-
sponse efforts in coastal communities 
throughout the state. 
View the  Red Tide Daily Sampling 
Map  and find additional information 
at MyFWC.com/redtide. 

Mackerel 
from Page 7

My first keeper snook of 2018.

“Only a dead fish goes with 
the flow.” 

– Lyfe Koatch



Page   Volume 51, Number 412

ally a 40 hp Yamaha 4 stroke, which 
seemed easy enough. Problem was that 
on Ebay there were numerous 40 hp 
Yamaha lower units with an alphabet 
soup of part numbers that never quite 
matched the number recommended for 
my motor.  
Part of the problem occurred be-
cause Yamaha had 2 stroke and 4 
stroke 40 hp motors, further they 
had 4 cylinder and 3 cylinder 4 
stroke motors and, finally, they 
had two different ways to shift 
gears. One gear shift technique 
rotated a shaft to shift gears and 
the other technique raised or 
lowered a shaft to shift gears. It 
was unclear what I needed so I 
dug further. 
I looked at my motor and was 
able to determine that it required 
the rotating shaft variant. I 
watched on Ebay for months 
trying to gain some insight into 
exactly what I needed but 
couldn’t quite figure it out. I was 
about to call Bay Manufacturing 
to see if they could help when a 
lower unit with just the right part 
number appeared. Their price 
was too high. It was used and 
they wanted 90+% of the cost of a 
new unit. I pointed this out to 
them, and they lowered the price 
to a little more than half of what 
a new unit would’ve cost, so I 
bought it. It looked virtually 
brand new. 
Now I needed the kit from Bay 
Manufacturing but the parts 
were out of stock.  
When the lower unit arrived there 
were several parts that were not includ-
ed; a propeller and related parts, an an-
ode, trim tab, etc. I got the parts on-line 
and waited two months for the extension 
kit to be back in stock. When it arrived 
the installation of the lower unit required 
a number of steps.  
I needed to prime and paint the housing 
to protect it in addition to making it 
match the color of my motor. Two coats 
each of primer and paint did the trick.  

I then removed the jet-foot lower unit 
which required undoing about a dozen 
bolts as well as the shift cable.  
I installed the extension bolts that came 
with the Bay Manufacturing kit that pro-
vide the mechanical connection through 
the 5 inch housing. 
I rotated the shift shaft of the propeller 
lower unit to make sure that the lower 
unit was in neutral. This was easier said 
than done, but I finally figured it out.  
I installed the 5 inch extension housing 
on the motor and the 5 inch extensions 

for the shift shaft and the cooling water 
onto the lower unit. I didn’t need the 5 
inch extension for the drive shaft since I 
bought a 20 inch rather than a 15 inch 
lower unit. 
I slid everything into place, with the most 
difficult part being the alignment of the 
drive shaft, shift shaft and cooling water 
pipe with the existing components on the 
motor. It wasn’t really hard, it just took 
some patience and an extra hand. Four 
nuts and a bolt secured the system to-
gether. I then drained and replaced the oil 
in the lower unit.  

I connected the shift cable to the inner 
workings of the motor and adjusted to 
make sure that shifting between forward, 
neutral and reverse all worked properly. I 
put on the water muff and cranked it up 
to verify water flow and that the gear 
shift was working. I installed the trim tab 
and headed out to try it out. 
Long story short, my boat is transformed. 
Top end has increased from just over 20 
mph to almost 32 mph. It gets on plane in 
about 3 seconds as compared with about 
10-15 seconds with the jet. I’ve had two 
trips so far with a second person aboard, 

it planes in 3 seconds and has a top 
end of about 30 mph. Fuel economy 
has increased from 4-5 mpg to 9-10 
mpg. I’m delighted. It’s almost as 
though I have two, distinct boats 
here. Bay Manufacturing told me 
that I should be able to swap back 
and forth in about an hour; we’ll see 
about that. For now, I’m enjoying the 
new capabilities and am able to take 
friends on significant trips and not 
be underpowered. 
Every boat is a compromise, and 
those compromises often dictate 
how a boat can be used. My perfect 
storm was rooted in a desire to have 
a boat that could go places and 
would allow me to do things I 
couldn’t do with my center console 
boat. The availability of my Grand-
father’s boat got me thinking which 
led to finding the bargains for the 
boat and motor that sealed the deal. 
More than that, I was willing to ex-
periment with the configuration to 
make the boat even more versatile.  
On any given day my boat will be 
compromised by whichever lower 
unit is installed but I now have the 
capacity to modify my boat to opti-
mize it for a wider range of condi-
tions and locations. I’m not sure 
right now whether I’ll use the jet-
foot or the propeller foot more often, 

but what I am sure of is I’ll have a lot of 
fun venturing wider and further than 
most boats can comfortably go.  
No matter which lower unit I use on any 
given day; redfish, trout, black drum and 
now snook, be forewarned. You’re in 
trouble!  

Jet 
from Page 10

Motor with a 5 inch extension and a propeller 
lower unit installed.
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Understanding the 
John Ellett 

Contest 
By Brian Kiel 

The John Ellett contest is a club contest 
that runs one year long and pits club 
members against each other in a friendly 
fishing contest encompassing three cate-
gories: male, female, and youth (under 
16). A simplified formula awards points 
on a relative basis based on the heaviest 
fish of each species.  
Each species category has a maximum of 
25 points and points are totaled to give 
an overall Ellett standing. For example, 
if the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb. 
trout, this trout would receive the max-
imum 25 points, while a trout weighing 
half of that weight (3 lb.) would receive 
half of the 25 points (12.5 pts.). A 1.5 lb. 
trout would receive 6.25 pts. Current 
Ellett standings are printed regularly in 
the Club’s newsletter, magazine, and on 
the GOFC website. 
It’s easy to participate in the contest. All 
that’s required is that you submit a 

weigh slip of any or all of the ten species 
the club fishes for: spotted seatrout, red-
fish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, king-
fish, Spanish mackerel, greater amber-
jack, bluefish, and grouper. Weigh slips 
are available at every GOFC meeting, or 
can be submitted online using the GOFC 
electronic entry form. 
Any scale can be used to estimate the 
fish weight, however, when a fish ex-
ceeds the maximum weight for a partic-
ular species (see below on weigh slip 
under Special Catches), that fish must be 
weighed on a State certified scale like 
those found in commercial establish-
ments that use a scale to determine the 
value of an item sold to the public. Gro-
cery stores like Publix, Winn Dixie, etc. 
or a fish house like Northwest Seafood 
in Gainesville will usually weigh fish, if 
asked nicely. The weight should be not-
ed on a receipt or store weigh slip, 
signed by the individual weighing the 
fish, and attached to the GOFC weigh 
slip to be turned into the club. The club 
Weighmaster keeps a certified club scale 
at home for members to use (contact the 
GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper). 
To win the contest you don’t have to 
catch the largest fish, just catch as many 

of the 10 species as you can (hopefully a 
couple will be heavy fish). Participation 
in club events also helps as points are 
awarded for participation in club Tour-
naments (3 pts.) and Funaments (1 pt.). 
Awards are given to three places with 
the top male & female angler receiving a 
coveted inscribed pewter plate from the 
Ellett family, who happen to have spon-
sored this contest since its inception. The 
Ellett contest dates run from January 1st 
to December 31st with awards given out 
during the March Awards Banquet. 
In addition to the Ellett awards, the club 
also gives awards and recognition for 
the heaviest three fish of each species. 
The club also maintains a list of GOFC 
Record Catches that include 109 species, 
so keep any species that is either not 
noted or exceeds the record. You can also 
submit a weigh slip for one of the “Oth-
er Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) 
to be computed for a separate award 
following the same guidelines for Spe-
cial Catches.

You’re Invited to 
MarineQuest 2018! 

FWC News Release 
Dive into science at the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s 
(FWC) Fish and Wildlife Research Insti-
tute’s open house: MarineQuest 2018. 
The public is invited to learn about Flor-
ida’s fish, wildlife and their habitats on 
Saturday, Oct. 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
FWRI’s headquarters in downtown St. 
Petersburg, 100 Eighth Ave. SE. Marine-
Quest is a free, family-friendly event. 
Held in conjunction with the  St. Peters-
burg Science Festival,   MarineQuest offers 
fun for all ages. Attend this event to get a 
firsthand look inside FWRI’s laboratories, 
peer through microscopes, examine mana-
tee bones and participate in hands-on ac-
tivities while learning about marine life in 
our oceans. 
Outside, discover touch tanks teeming 
with marine creatures, learn about re-
search being conducted at our field labs 
from biologists from the Florida Keys, 

freshwater fisheries and terrestrial wildlife 
research, and enjoy arts and crafts such as 
“gyotaku” – the art of Japanese fish print-
ing. In addition to FWRI’s lab displays 
and interactive stations, MarineQuest 
hosts representatives from other conserva-
tion and science organizations. 
Event parking is available for $5 at the 
SouthCore Parking Garage, 101 First Ave. 
S. A free shuttle will transport visitors 
from the parking garage to the Marine-
Quest entrance. 
Sponsors include the Tampa Bay Times, 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg 
and the city of St. Petersburg. 
This event is designed to provide equal 
opportunities for enjoyment to all partici-
pants. If you would like to request any 
particular aids or services  pursuant to 
disability laws, contact the event planner 
at 727-896-8626 or the city of St. Peters-
burg Community Affairs Division at 
727-893-7345 or 727-892-5259 TDD/TTY. 

Gulf Council to 
Assess Gray 

Snapper 
By Gulf Council 

Based on the current criteria, the latest 
stock assessment determined that gray 
snapper (a.k.a. mangrove snapper) is con-
sidered to be undergoing overfishing. For-
tunately, the recommended acceptable 
biological catch levels that resulted from 
the assessment are only slightly lower 
than the current annual catch limits. As a 
result, the Council will review a draft 
amendment that considers establishing 
criteria to determine the overfished and 
overfishing status of the stock; modifying 
annual catch limits, and setting other bio-
logical reference points. 
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GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts.
Grou
per pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 21.51 2.34 18.22 46.3 25.00 4.6 25.00 24.5 25.00 22.0 12.88 7.5 23.15 3.9 12.60 4.9 23.83 6.5 24.37 9 220.6

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 20.03 3.21 25.00 34.5 18.60 3.2 16.97 7.9 8.02 28.1 16.49 6.1 18.79 5.5 17.98 4.7 22.88 6.7 25.00 9 198.8

Creamer, Travis 41.1 22.11 2.5 19.55 30.0 16.18 1.5 8.14 5.5 5.60 17.1 10.04 6.3 19.37 5.4 17.62 4.1 20.10 5.0 18.78 12 169.5

Green, Chris 43.0 23.12 0.00 24.2 13.06 3.2 17.24 0.0 0.00 6.9 4.04 6.1 18.88 5.1 16.51 4.7 23.15 3.0 11.18 9 136.2

Byatt, John 0.00 2.6 19.96 25.0 13.49 1.81 9.77 5.5 5.60 18.0 10.56 5.3 16.34 4.3 13.95 3.3 15.85 4.4 16.30 3 124.8

Horn, Phil 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.4 7.41 11.0 11.22 19.6 11.47 8.1 25.00 7.0 22.85 3.9 19.21 5.0 18.63 9 124.8

Reed, Dale 46.5 25.00 0.00 22.0 11.88 1.63 8.78 11.5 11.67 0.00 5.8 17.68 6.5 21.20 1.0 4.88 3.7 13.86 9 124.0

Ellett, Ed 0.00 2.1875 17.04 14.56 7.86 1.31 7.07 8.1 8.21 3.0 1.75 7.5 23.06 3.7 11.99 5.1 25.00 2.9 10.71 6 118.7

Patterson, 
David 38.75 20.83 0.00 0.00 1.8 9.59 0.00 15.25 8.95 5.8 17.68 4.7 15.15 3.8 18.49 2.5 9.13 9 108.8

McElroy, Ross 37.5 20.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.2 11.41 0.00 6.5 19.99 4.5 14.63 3.6 17.68 3.5 13.08 6 103.0

Magnifico, 
Justin 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.36 7.33 0.00 0.00 6.8 20.79 7.7 25.00 3.4 16.73 4.0 15.00 3 87.8

Saincome, Mike 36.5 19.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 42.6 25.00 0.00 3.69 12.00 1.2 5.85 0.00 9 71.5

Kremser, Ryan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.00 21.53 2.1 6.89 1.7 8.23 1.6 6.05 3 45.7

Wilson, Hal 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 9.5 9.68 0.00 6.03 18.54 0.00 2.6 12.80 0.00 0 41.0

Maynard, Glenn 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.23 12.02 8.1 8.27 0.00 0.00 5.00 16.25 0.00 0.00 3 39.5

Greco, Dominic 0.00 1.2 9.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.80 17.84 0.00 0.00 2.4 8.94 0 36.1

Roy, Russ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.5 8.13 3.6 17.68 2.0 7.45 0 33.3

Peacock, Jay 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.85 21.06 0.00 0.00 3.0 11.18 0 32.2

Berry, Pat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.24 23.54 0.00 0.00 6 29.5

Acomb, Glenn 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.08 5.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 5 15.41 0.00 0.00 3 24.2

Browning, Mike 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 16.9 9.92 0.00 3.40 11.05 0.00 0.00 3 24.0

Mixon, Tyler 0.00 0.00 38.0 20.51 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 23.5

Hilton, Chic 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.06 5.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.31 14.02 0.00 0.00 3 22.7

Richard, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.3 17.07 0.00 0.00 3 20.1

Byrd, Daryl 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.00 16.25 0.00 0.00 3 19.3

Rose, Jerry 0.00 0.00 27.00 14.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.3 1.51 0.00 3 19.1

Cutright, Jack 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.75 4.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.69 11.99 0.00 0.00 3 19.0

Morales, Carlos 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.55 18.04 0.00 0.00 0 18.0

Wagner, Phil 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 30.20 17.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 17.7

Harris, Dylen 0.00 0.00 22.85 12.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 15.3

Gair, Bill 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.4 11.71 0.00 3 14.7

Reinhart, Philip 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.33 7.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 10.2

Englert, Hayden 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.3 8.62 0 8.6

Haberman, Mark 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Hinton, Chic 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Bacsik, Tom 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Zoby, Charlie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Phelan, Pat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Hickman, 
Paul 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Men’s Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018
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GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts

King 
Mackerel pts Redfish pts

Sheeps-
head pts

Spanish 
Mackerel pts Trout pts

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Goldstein, 
Shannon 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.9 25.00 2.7 19.40 1.9 25.00 2.7 17.82 6 93.2

Reed, Liz 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.5 25.00 0.00 3.8 25.00 3 53.0
Cutright, 
Melvina 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.5 17.96 0.00 1.1 7.48 3 28.4

Tavarez, 
Miriam 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.2 7.98 3 11.0

McCrary, 
Michaela 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3 3.0

Women’s Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018

GOFC Member Bluefish pts. Flounder pts. Redfish pts. Sheepshead pts. Trout pts.
INSHORE 
TOTALS

Pedersen, Tim 3.2 25.0 3.2 17.0 6.1 18.8 5.5 18.0 6.7 25.0 103.7

Cooper, Virgil 2.3 18.2 4.6 25.0 7.5 23.2 3.9 12.6 6.5 24.4 103.3

Creamer, Travis 2.5 19.6 1.5 8.1 6.3 19.4 5.4 17.6 5.0 18.8 83.5

Byatt, John 2.6 20.0 1.8 9.8 5.3 16.3 4.3 14.0 4.4 16.3 76.3

Horn, Phil 0.0 1.38 7.4 8.1 25.0 7.0 22.9 5.0 18.6 73.9

Ellett, Ed 2.2 17.0 1.3 7.1 7.5 23.1 3.7 12.0 2.9 10.7 69.9

Magnifico, Justin 0.0 1.36 7.3 6.8 20.8 7.7 25.0 4.0 15.0 68.1

Green, Chris 0 3.20 17.2 6.1 18.9 5.1 16.5 3.0 11.2 63.8

Reed, Dale 0 1.6 8.8 5.8 17.7 6.5 21.2 3.7 13.9 61.5

Ellett, Marcia 2.19 17 1.00 5.4 4.4 13.5 3.7 11.9 2.2 8.2 55.9

Patrick, John 0 1.38 7.4 4.4 13.5 5.8 18.8 4.4 16.3 55.9

Knopf, Ken 1.3 10.3 1.62 8.7 3.7 11.4 5.02 16.3 2.0 7.3 54.0

Patterson, David 0.0 1.8 9.6 5.75 17.7 4.7 15.2 2.5 9.1 51.6

McElroy, Ross 0.0 0.0 6.50 20.0 4.50 14.6 3.5 13.1 47.7

Knopf, Debby 0.9 6.7 0.0 3.50 10.8 4.59 14.9 1.12 4.2 36.6

Greco, Dominic 1.20 9 0.0 5.80 17.8 0.0 2.4 8.9 36.1

Kremser, Ryan 0 0.0 7.0 21.5 2.1 6.9 1.6 6.1 34.5

Peacock, Jay 0 0.0 6.85 21.1 0.0 3.0 11.2 32.2

Maynard, Glenn 0 2.23 12.0 0.0 5.00 16.3 0.0 28.3

Turner, Allen 0 3.05 16.4 0.0 3 8.9 0.0 25.4

Reed, Liz 0 0.0 0.0 3.48 11.3 3.76 14.0 25.3

Acomb, Glenn 0.0 1.08 5.8 0.0 4.7 15.4 0.0 21.2

Wilson, Hal 0 0.0 6.0 18.5 0.0 0.0 18.5

Richard, John 0 0.0 0.0 5.3 17.1 0.0 17.1

Byrd, Daryl 0 0.0 0.0 5.0 16.3 0.0 16.3

Cutright, Jack 0 0.75 4.0 0.0 3.7 12.0 0.0 16.0

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 2.5 8.1 2.00 7.5 15.6

Cutright, Melvina 0 0.0 0.0 2.5 8.1 1.13 4.2 12.3

Saincome, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 3.7 12.0 0.0 12.0

Greco, Katie 0 0.0 2.40 7.4 0.0 1.10 4.1 11.5

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 3.4 11.1 0.0 11.1

Reinhart, Philip 0 1.33 7.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.2

Tavarez, Miriam 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.20 4.5 4.5

Inshore Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018
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Youth Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018

GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Greco, Desi 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.20 25.00 0.00 9.90 15.00 5.6 25.00 0.00 0.00 1.1 25.00 0 90.0
Greco, Katie 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.4 10.71 0.00 0.00 1.1 25.00 0 35.7
Wagner, Reid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 16.50 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 25.0

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018

GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Knopf, Ken 38 23.17 1.32 15.09 36.80 25.00 1.62 13.28 11.77 25.00 12.40 16.23 3.7 21.14 5.0 21.75 3.5 22.58 2.0 11.14 6 200.4

Knopf, 
Debby 41 25.00 0.86 9.83 15.38 10.45 0.00 6.69 14.21 19.1 25.00 3.5 20.00 4.59 19.89 1.83 11.81 1.12 6.40 6 148.6

Ellett, Marcia 0.00 2.1875 25.00 11.75 7.98 1.00 8.20 0.00 4.58 5.99 4.38 25.00 3.65 15.81 3.0 19.35 2.2 12.50 3 122.8

Patrick, John 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.38 11.27 0.00 0.00 4.38 25.00 5.77 25.00 3.88 25.00 4.4 25.00 9 120.3

Turner, Allen 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.05 25.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.75 11.92 0.00 0.00 3 39.9

GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Cobia pts. Grouper pts. King Mackerel pts. Spanish Mackerel pts.
OFFSHORE 

TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 21.5 46.3 25.0 24.5 25.0 22.0 12.9 4.9 23.8 108.2

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 20.0 34.5 18.6 7.9 8.0 28.1 16.5 4.7 22.9 86.0

Knopf, Ken 38.0 20.4 36.8 19.9 11.8 12.0 12.4 7.3 3.5 17.1 76.6

Creamer, Travis 41.1 22.1 30.0 16.2 5.5 5.6 17.1 10.0 4.1 20.1 74.0

Green, Chris 43.0 23.1 24.2 13.1 0.0 0.0 6.9 4.0 4.8 23.2 63.4

Knopf, Debby 41.0 22.0 15.4 8.3 6.7 6.8 19.1 11.2 1.8 8.9 57.3

Reed, Dale 46.5 25.0 22.0 11.9 11.5 11.7 0.0 1.0 4.9 53.4

Saincome, Mike 36.50 19.62 0.0 0.0 42.6 25.0 1.2 5.9 50.5

McElroy, Ross 37.50 20 0.0 11.20 11.4 0.0 3.6 17.7 49.3

Patterson, David 38.75 21 0.0 0.0 15.25 9.0 3.8 18.5 48.3

Byatt, John 0 25.00 13.5 5.50 5.6 18.00 10.6 3.3 15.9 45.5

Ellett, Ed 0 14.56 7.9 8.06 8.2 2.98 1.8 5.1 25.0 42.8

Horn, Phil 0 0.0 11.02 11.2 19.55 11.5 3.9 19.2 41.9

Ellett, Marcia 0 11.75 6.3 0.0 4.58 2.7 3.0 14.6 23.7

Wilson, Hal 0 0.0 9.50 9.7 0.0 2.6 12.8 22.5

Mixon, Tyler 0 38.00 20.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.5

Patrick, John 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.9 18.9 18.9

Wagner, Phil 0 0.0 0.0 30.20 17.7 0.0 17.7

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.6 17.7 17.7

Magnifico, Justin 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 16.7 16.7

Harris, Dylen 0 22.85 12.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.3

Gair, Bill 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 11.7 11.7

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 16.90 9.9 0.0 9.9

Wagner, Reid 0 0.0 0.0 16.50 9.7 0.0 9.7

Maynard, Glenn 0 0.0 8.12 8.3 0.0 0.0 8.3

Offshore Ellett Point Standings  
16 October, 2018



Fall 2018 Page  17

Big Bend Marinas 
Steinhatchee  
Good Times Motel & Marina 
Hours: 7-8 weekdays,  
6:30-8:00 weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-8088  
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 30 ft. limit 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Hotel rooms, kitchenettes,  
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Up to 50 ft. Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Steinhatchee  
Sea Hag Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 Fri-
Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-3008 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y (storage customers only) 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y, tiki bar with snacks 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Steinhatchee  
River Haven Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 
Fri-Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-0709 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live & frozen  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y Parrot’s Bar Grill 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Horseshoe Beach 
Horseshoe Beach Marina 
Hours: 7:00-6:00 weekdays, 6:30-6:00 
weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-5687 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 8K & 12K  
Fuel : Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y; SeaTow 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Suwannee Marina 
Hours: 6:30-5:00, closed Tues 
Phone: (352) 542-9159 
Ramp: Y, $2.00; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Gateway Marina 
Hours: 7-5 weekdays,  
7-6 weekends 
Phone: (352) 542-7349 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y, minor 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp, frozen offshore 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: N

Cedar Key 
Cedar Key Marina II 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 543-6148 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 15K lbs 
Fuel: Y, Gas  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y. live and frozen 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: Y, house next door 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Yankeetown 
Yankeetown Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Fri, 6:00-5:00 Sat/Sun 
Phone: (352) 447-2529 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel : Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: Y 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Crystal River 
Pete’s Pier  
Hours: 7:00-5:00  
Phone: (352) 795-3302 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N 
Boat Slip: N

Crystal River 
Twin Rivers Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 795-3552 
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 6:30–4:30 
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Dry storage: Y, up to 25 ft. 
Guide Service: Y, inshore & offshore

Homosassa 
Riverhaven Marina 
Phone: (352) 628-5545 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y 
Guide Service: N 

Homosassa 
McRae’s 
Hours: 7:00-7:00 weekends;  
7:00-6:00 weekdays 
Phone: (352) 628-2602 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Y 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y 
Boat Slip: Y, first come basis
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