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Cover Photo: 
A tired Marcia Ellett shows off her club record 52.2 
pound amberjack while proud hubby, Ed, looks on. 
Details on page 4.

Gulf Council Transitions 
Fishing Regulations to Fish 

Rules Mobile App 
Gulf Council News Release  

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is 
transitioning its federal fishing regulations to 
the  Fish Rules mobile application. Fishermen using 
the Council's current Gulf of Mexico Fishing Regula-
tions mobile application are asked to download Fish 
Rules and uninstall the former application.  

The Gulf Council has begun using the  Fish Rules 
mobile application to keep anglers updated on fed-
eral fishing regulations in the Gulf of Mexico. Fish 
Rules hosts regulations in state and federal waters 
from Maine to Texas, and offers a free, user friendly 
platform. While, recreational regulations are the 
focus of the Fish Rules application, commercial reg-
ulations are available in the "Additional Information" 
section of each species display.  

To keep anglers accurately informed of the regula-
tions during the transition, the current Gulf Council 
sponsored mobile application will be updated 
through the end of 2018. On January 1, 2019 the 
Council will fully transition to  Fish Rules and the 
Gulf Council application will no longer be updated.  

Don't delay, download the Fish Rules mobile appli-
cation today:  

• Click here for Apple 

• Click here for Android 

Grouper Closures  
Gag grouper closed to recreational harvest in Gulf 
state and federal waters January 1, 2019. For gag 
grouper, state waters off Franklin, Wakulla, Taylor 
and Jefferson counties will reopen to harvest April 1 
through June 30 and September 1 through Decem-
ber 31. All other Gulf state waters (except waters off 
Monroe County, which follows the Atlantic state 
season) and all Gulf federal waters will reopen June 
1 through December 31.  

Several species of groupers (gag, black, red, yel-
lowmouth, yellowfin, scamp, red hind, rock hind; 
coney, and graysby) also closed to recreational and 
commercial harvest in Florida’s Atlantic state waters 
and all state waters off Monroe County. A similar 
closure will occur in Atlantic federal waters. In the 
Atlantic and state waters off Monroe County, several 
species of grouper, including gag, will reopen May 
1.

Events Calendar 
Monthly Meetings  

Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth Tues-
day of each month (note that this is not the last 
Tuesday in those months having 5 Tuesdays). Fel-
lowship begins at 7:00 p.m., with the meeting pro-
gram beginning at 7:30. No monthly meetings are 
held in February, June, August, November or De-
cember, being replaced, respectively, by the 
Seafood and Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual So-
cial, the Cookout & Auction, and your own Christ-
mas holiday activities. 

Coming Events 

The January 22nd monthly meeting features Boat-
ing Mishaps and Safety presented by Progressive 
Insurance and Seatow. Join us as Mike Murray 
shares some boat accident/insurance claim stories 
(and tips!), helping us learn from the unfortunate 
mishaps and accidents of others. Mike is  Progres-
sive Insurance’s Multi-Line Claim Manager (includ-
ing boats), and is an avid boater/offshore fisher-
man. 

Additionally, Captain Sammy Royal, and his wife 
Kim, with Sea Tow’s Horseshoe Beach franchise will 
join Mike to share stories of rescue, and tips to 
avoid being found on the end of his tow line! 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE CHANGED LEC-
TURE ROOMS FOR 2019 AT THE VET SCHOOL. 
The new lecture room is Lecture Hall A (V1-101). 
Access the lecture Hall is through the doors to the 
right of the main entrance to the Veterinary Acad-
emic Building. Our previous meeting location was 
immediately behind this building. 

Our annual Oyster Roast (plus burgers, and hot 
dogs) is January 25th. This annual, family-oriented 
(yes, bring the kids) event is a great way to start the 
year. Once again, Ed and Sheila Crapo have gener-
ously allowed us to share their beautiful home, and 
GOFC Board Members promise an abundance of 
the shelly critters. The Crapo’s address will be sent 
to club members in a private email before the 
event. Dress appropriately for an evening outdoors 
– extra clothing if cold, bug spray if warm. Don’t 
forget your favorite adult beverage, shucking gear 
and a couple of comfy chairs.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967P3ZPm0rvowrXBN3NMEeNGKq4TkMFFdwIqUntIspeD9vJdeHRBydCoCUBkLEy3860GZF3AA2azloCanQblS4LLVVoCR0-5FvRNELGQAweJXrcXUB5-5FH1V2kMHvzFvWhPIaT-5F-5Fs8LfCtxKJpKglWBZEjpp8c-5FCepc9aUz8mnJ6O7JBxCs1m9IZpcr0Fg1RzZPunT-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=0o0qQmNn4TmS_HZS22bxrb9M_GN4QBuP2JM38ZzUiQQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967LMyc5UjSh8aJldsWx3EGo9NAwW-2DBWoY2HCGjmeIsQtI7RQwyIpEHp0c-2DNMrYfVKvOyNEOsQR48jFLtDMXLUw8qNyrvNlNd6AOpo6wpFWzP0BOQ9i2wKSw2xIvRWH-5F5i-2Df9owudfFFGC-5FOqgh-5FQA-2DbGbthAhPBoU8ehtsWBVEqdY-2DWi1nVO00OV4xaOjBSBAX-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=oWCW3zR0Ptuk-eLvJWpuHFEK07H6pDXj77tKmourY2Y&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967P3ZPm0rvowrXBN3NMEeNGKq4TkMFFdwIqUntIspeD9vJdeHRBydCoCUBkLEy3860GZF3AA2azloCanQblS4LLVVoCR0-5FvRNELGQAweJXrcXUB5-5FH1V2kMHvzFvWhPIaT-5F-5Fs8LfCtxKJpKglWBZEjpp8c-5FCepc9aUz8mnJ6O7JBxCs1m9IZpcr0Fg1RzZPunT-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=0o0qQmNn4TmS_HZS22bxrb9M_GN4QBuP2JM38ZzUiQQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001fQkmNe5kVejEe3g1NMH-2DR4WOYwD39PU4PfRTzjir-2DIuG8zrgRzF3E5CqMgySw967LMyc5UjSh8aJldsWx3EGo9NAwW-2DBWoY2HCGjmeIsQtI7RQwyIpEHp0c-2DNMrYfVKvOyNEOsQR48jFLtDMXLUw8qNyrvNlNd6AOpo6wpFWzP0BOQ9i2wKSw2xIvRWH-5F5i-2Df9owudfFFGC-5FOqgh-5FQA-2DbGbthAhPBoU8ehtsWBVEqdY-2DWi1nVO00OV4xaOjBSBAX-26c-3DM1-2D9-5FyILKCefMLoErrjqupCw0dW4E8Qk44Aj8s5b5p3gKSwSJ-2D96ew-3D-3D-26ch-3DyJym-2D7VqIXWSZcUczzAAhFI-2Dus7GGHwCye7vht92hFYPJNrbrf2-2DKw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=0G2B63WM-IMk-m9b8dAk_A&m=yjt7ubZwuW3cl717Hnz0XYzRheWsO4itJg_0Nqf8mi0&s=oWCW3zR0Ptuk-eLvJWpuHFEK07H6pDXj77tKmourY2Y&e=
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President’s 
Message 

Happy 2019 GOFC

By Glenn Acomb 
Happy 2019 to everyone in the Gainesville 
Offshore Fishing Club! We hope that this 
year will be filled with enjoyment on the 
water and attending the many activities 
that the Club provides. 2018 was a won-
derful success and we can thank our out-
going president Dale Reed and the Board 
of Directors for a fabulous year. 
January leads off with our general meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 22 (we meet most 
4th Tuesdays of each month). Our speakers 
for this meeting will be Mike Murray from 
Progressive Insurance and Sammy Royal 
of Sea Tow discussing risk and protection. 
As in all general meetings, we have excit-
ing raffle prizes sure to make the winners 
quite happy to put to boating and fishing 
use. And remember, January is when 
many of us need to pay our dues for the 
year! 

Just days after the general meeting, on 
Friday January 25, we will gather at the 
home of Ed and Sheila Crapo in Micanopy 
for the annual Oyster Roast, a popular 
outdoor feast of cooked and shucked bi-
valves, hamburgers and hotdogs, and 
topped off with desserts. Attendees are 
requested to bring adult beverages, shuck-
ing gear and lawn chairs, plus a dessert - 
one of which will be eligible for the “best 
dessert” cash prize. We will provide water 
and colas to drink. 
In February we hold our famous Seafood 
Banquet on Friday February 15th at the 
home of Ken and Debby Knopf, where we 
honor the fishing accomplishments of our 
members and enjoy a seafood feast second 
to none! This is a members-in-good-stand-
ing event. Please note that there is no club 
meeting this month. 
March features our Sheepshead Shootout 
Tournament on March 2 and our general 
meeting on March 25. At the meeting we 
will have Crystal River fishing guide Mar-
rio Castello as our featured speaker with 
more exciting door and raffle prizes.  

Check out these and other events’ details 
on the club’s website (www.gofc.org) and 
keep an eye out for the future tourna-
ments such as the Cobia/Mac Attack and 
the Spring Tournament scheduled for 
April and May. And remember to get in-
volved with all that GOFC has to offer! It’s 
what makes our club so special. 

Mercury in our Fish 
By Charlie Courtney 

In Florida we have a lot of coal-fired pow-
er plants spewing out mercury. The result 
is massive mercury contamination 
throughout the state's fisheries.  
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission publishes and regularly 

Mercury on Page 8

http://www.gofc.org
http://www.gofc.org
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An Amazing 
Amberjack Day 

By Marcia Ellett 
Ed and I just needed a few more fish to 
complete the GOFC’s Big Ten Species 
Slam for 2018. We had been fishing all 
year and had the inshore species covered,  
but I still needed a grouper and an amber-
jack to complete my slam. Ed only needed 
an amberjack. 
The Big Ten Species Slam is an award for 
catching each of the Gainesville Offshore 
Fishing Club’s Big Ten Species during the 
year. The Big Ten Species include bluefish, 
cobia, flounder, greater amberjack, 
grouper, king mackerel, redfish, seatrout, 
sheepshead and Spanish mackerel. 
Ken and Debby Knopf graciously invited 
us to go on an offshore fishing trip in their 
boat. The trip was finally scheduled after 
comparing our schedules, and Tuesday, 
October 23, 2018, was the agreed upon 
date. The night before the trip plan A was 
scrapped due to the wind, so a new plan 
was formulated for the day, which in-
volved leaving Gainesville around 6:30 
a.m. instead of much earlier. 
As we drove over the Number 4 Bridge in 
Cedar Key, a beautiful sunrise was peep-
ing over the horizon. The boat was 
launched and off we went armed with 
sabiki rigs in search of bait with the hope 
of catching amberjack, grouper and kings.  
After successfully fishing for bait, Debby 
decided to see what else she could catch at 
that spot. She quickly picked up a few 
Spanish mackerel and then hooked a nice 
king. That was the first excitement of the 
day. Way to go Debby! But, no amberjack. 
Ken and Ed then discussed and decided 
on the next spot we would try in pursuit 
of amberjack. When we got there, we 
caught and released some large red snap-
per, small amberjack, and small grouper. 
The one keeper we caught at this spot was 
a gag grouper of 9.38 pounds which I 
caught. Yea! I was very happy to check off 
another species on my list of the 10 
species. Only one more to go! 
We then decided we needed to get away 
from all those pesky out of season red 
snapper that kept biting our hooks. We 
trudged on and found another spot but 
had no luck.  
Finally, we found THE SPOT. Debby was 
the first to get an amberjack and it was 
huge! We were all very excited by this 

catch. It was so big it had to be bent to fit 
in the cooler in the floor of the boat. I was 
the next to hook a large amberjack. After 
fighting it for a long time, it broke the tip 
of the hook very close to the boat and got 
away.  

I was exhausted after fighting that amber-
jack and all the other grouper, and red 
snapper I had caught earlier that day, but I 
kept fishing. Almost right away, I hooked 
another nice fish. It is hard to tell how 
large an amberjack is when it is first 
hooked as it starts fighting harder and 
harder the closer it gets to the boat. It took 
all my strength and willpower to fight that 
fish and get it to the boat. It was another 
huge fish. After landing and marking it, 
the guys again, had trouble getting it in 
the cooler due to its large size. I had com-
pleted my 10 Slam, and I was done for the 
day. 

Then Ed hooked and landed a third large 
amberjack, which was also forced into the 
cooler with the other two large amberjack 
after he marked it. Hooray, and congratu-
lations to Ed! He too, completed his 10 
Slam for 2018.  
Lastly, and soon after Ed caught his fish, 
Ken caught his amberjack. It too, was 
stuffed into the bulging cooler. We were all 

exhausted and happy as we started our 
long journey back to the dock. The only 
bad part about the day is that we did not 
make it back to Gainesville in time for the 
GOFC monthly meeting that night.  
As we were driving back to Gainesville, 
we did not know who had caught the big-
gest amberjack that day. We all knew they 
were huge though and had an idea that 
Ken’s club record may have been broken. 
Back at the Knopf’s boat garage, we mea-
sured and weighed our fabulous catch. 
Debby’s amberjack was 46 inches, Ed’s 
was 46.5 inches and mine was 49 inches.  

The next morning, Ed and I took my fish 
to Northwest Seafood to have it officially 
weighed and certified. The owners, Scott 
Richardson and Lee Deaderick were both 
there. Lee weighed my fish. The official 
weight was 52.2 pounds—a new club 
record! No wonder my muscles ached! We 
donated the meat to the Rotary Club’s 
Foundation Fryers for an event they were 
hosting. 
Thank you Ken and Debby. It was a terrif-
ic day I will never forget!  

Debby’s giant AJ

Marcia’s 52.2 pound AJ — a 
new club record

“Bragging may not bring 
happiness, but no man having 
caught a large fish goes home 
through a back alley.” 

– Author Unknown

Ed and Ken also 
land big AJs.
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FWC Proposes 
2019 Red Snapper 

Season 
FWC News Release 

At its December meeting in St. Augustine, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) directed staff to pro-
ceed with a proposal that would set the 
popular and economically important 2019 
Gulf red snapper recreational season.   
Under the current draft proposal, the Gulf 
season would be open June 11 through 
July 12, with a possible fall reopening if 
quota is available. This season would ap-
ply to those fishing from private recre-
ational vessels in state and federal waters 
and to charter vessels that do not have a 

federal reef fish permit and are limited to 
fishing in state waters only. Staff will re-
port back to the Commission at the Feb-
ruary meeting for final review and ap-
proval of the 2019 Gulf red snapper recre-
ational season. 

Report Violations 
and Earn a Reward 

From the FWC Web Site 
If you suspect a fish, wildlife, boating, or 
environmental law violation, report it to 
the FWC's Wildlife Alert Reward Program: 
888-404-FWCC (3922). Cell phone users 
can reach us at *FWC or #FWC, depend-
ing on your service provider.  
Report violations online If your informa-
tion results in an arrest, you may be eligi-
ble for a reward of up to $1,000. Report 
violations via text message. Most cell 
phones allow users to send text messages 
directly to an email address. You can text 

Tip@MyFWC.com; standard usage fees 
may apply. 

To be eligible for a reward . . .
You must obtain a confidential code num-
ber to be eligible for a reward. When re-
porting violations online, a code number 
will be sent to the email address you pro-
vide. If you do not wish to provide an 
email address, please call 888-404-FWCC 
to obtain a code number. The telephones 
are answered 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 
You may remain anonymous. You will not 
be required to testify in court. You may or 
may not be contacted for additional in-
formation, depending on your preference. 
It is important to report violations as soon 
as possible and provide as much detail as 
you can about the physical descriptions of 
violators, vehicles, license tag numbers, 
etc.

Ed	  Ellett,	  CPCU,	  CLU,	  CIC	  
905	  NW	  56th	  Terrace,	  Suite	  A,	  Gainesville	  

32605	  www.ellettins.com	  
ed@ellettins.com	  

• Life	  Insurance	  for	  dying	  too	  soon.
• Annuities	  for	  preserving	  what	  you

have.
• Long	  Term	  Care	  Insurance	  when

longevity	  becomes	  challenging.
• Home,	  	  Auto,	  Boat,	  Umbrella,

Disability	  and	  Business	  Insurance
for	  the	  challenges	  in	  between.

“Good things come to those 
who bait.” 

– Author Unknown
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Let Us Enlighten 
You About LED 

Lighting!  
Potential interference of VHF-
FM Radio and AIS Reception. 

US Coast Guard Safety Alert 
The U.S. Coast Guard has received reports 
from crews, ship owners, inspectors and 
other mariners regarding poor reception 
on VHF frequencies used for radiotele-
phone, digital selective calling (DSC) and 
automatic identification systems (AIS) 
when in the vicinity of light emitting diode 
(LED) lighting on-board ships (e.g., navi-
gation lights, searchlights and floodlights, 
interior and exterior lights, adornment).  
Radio frequency interference caused by 
these LED lamps were found to create 
potential safety hazards. For example, the 
maritime rescue coordination center in one 
port was unable to contact a ship involved 
in a traffic separation scheme incident by 
VHF radio. That ship also experienced 
very poor AIS reception. Other ships in 
different ports have experienced degrada-
tion of the VHF receivers, including AIS, 
caused by their LED navigation lights. 
LED lighting installed near VHF antennas 
has also shown to compound the recep-
tion.  
Strong radio interference from LED 
sources may not be immediately evident to 
maritime radio users. Nonetheless, it may 
be possible to test for the presence of LED 
interference by using the following proce-
dures:  
1. Turn off LED light(s).  
2. Tune the VHF radio to a quiet channel  

(e.g. Ch. 13).  
3. Adjust the VHF radio’s squelch control  

until the radio outputs audio noise.  
4. Re-adjust the VHF radio’s squelch con-

trol until the audio noise is quiet, only 
slightly above the noise threshold.  

5. Turn on the LED light(s).  
If the radio now outputs audio noise, then 
the LED lights have raised the noise floor. 
(Noise floor is generally the amount of 
interfering signals / static received beyond 
the specific signal or channel being moni-
tored.)  
If the radio does not output audio noise, 
then the LED lights have not raised the 
noise floor.  

If the noise floor is found to have been 
raised, then it is likely that both shipboard 
VHF marine radio and AIS reception are 
being degraded by LED lighting.  
To determine the full impact of this inter-
ference, the Coast Guard requests those 
experiencing this problem to report their 
experiences to Coast Guard Navigation 
Center1. Select “Maritime Telecommunica-
tions” on the subject drop down list, then 
briefly describe the make and model of 
LED lighting and radios effected, distance 
from lighting to antennas and radios ef-
fected, and any other information that may 
help understand the scope of the problem.  

2018 Year in Review  
Gulf Council Newsletter 

We’ve made another trip around the sun 
and once again, we have an opportunity to 
look back on the year behind us and look 
forward to the year ahead. 2018 was yet 
another fascinating year in fisheries man-
agement. We’re working on major changes 
in the management of red snapper and we 
tweaked cobia and greater amberjack reg-
ulations. Not surprisingly, 2019 is already 
shaping up to be an action-packed year 
with red snapper and red grouper man-
agement taking center stage in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Keep reading for a perspective on 
what we have accomplished in 2018 and 
where we’re headed in 2019.  

Red Snapper 
Red snapper management is usually pretty 
exciting, thankfully, the excitement of 2018 
seems to be a bit more optimistic than it 
has been in years past. The year started off 
on the right foot, a stock assessment deter- 
mined that red snapper is not considered 
overfished, nor is it experiencing overfish-
ing. As a result, the Council increased the 
red snapper annual catch limit by 1.25 
million pounds, allowing up to 15.1 mil-
lion pounds of harvest. The Council also 
decided to reduce the buffer set between 
the federal for-hire annual catch limit and 
annual catch target from 20% to 9%. For 
2019, this should permit those anglers to 
catch more of their allowance of red snap-
per without putting them in jeopardy of 
over harvesting their annual catch limit.  
Next, the Council continued its work to 
allow the Gulf states more management 

control over recreational red snapper. In 
2018, while the Council focused on devel-
oping its State Management documents, 
the management of the private angling 
component of the recreational red snapper 
sector was handled by the states through 
Exempted Fishing Permits. The red snap-
per private angling allocation was divided 
among the states, and each state set its 
own season in the federal waters of the 
Gulf. These same Exempted Fishing Per-
mits extend through the 2019 fishing sea-
son. Also in 2019, the Council will work to 
finalize Reef Fish Amendment 50, which 
would allow the states some management 
authority over recreational red snapper on 
a more permanent basis.  

Red Grouper 
Over the course of 2018, the Council heard 
from fishermen who expressed concern for 
what appears to be a declining red 
grouper stock. While there is a red grouper 
stock assessment underway, the results of 
that assessment aren’t expected until late 
2019. In light of this, the Council requested 
an interim analysis that could be used to 
provide harvest recommendations while 
awaiting the stock assessment results. That 
analysis showed that landings have been 
significantly below the annual catch limits, 
which indicates that the stock may not  
be large enough to sustain current harvest 
levels. After hearing recommendations 
from its scientific advisors, the Council 
requested that NOAA Fisheries implement 
an interim rule to establish annual catch 
limits based on 2017 landings.  
For 2019, NOAA Fisheries has already 
announced that it is withholding a portion 
of commercial red grouper IFQ as it works 
to publish the interim rule to reduce the 
annual catch limit. The Council has initiat-
ed a framework amendment to reduce the 
catch limits beyond the interim rule until it 
can provide longer term catch recommen-
dations based on the stock assessment. We 
expect that red grouper will be in the spot-
light throughout much of 2019 so, stay 
tuned.  

Cobia 
In 2018, the Council decided to increase 
the cobia minimum size limit to 36 inches 
fork length for both commercial and recre-
ational sectors. This decision came after 
the Council heard from anglers that be-
lieve that the cobia stock is struggling. 
We’re anxiously awaiting the cobia stock 
assessment which is scheduled to begin in 
2019 and the new size limit is expected to 

2018 Review on Page 9
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts  
All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our regular con-
tributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member reports section of the next 
quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year, readers should gain a stronger understanding 
of how things change with the seasons and what to do about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones. 

Foggy Day at 
Grouper City  

By John Byatt  
The weather this past December, especially 
on the weekends, has been terrible for off-
shore fishing, so when just after Christmas, 
Jay Peacock suggested an end of year 
grouper trip, it took Carlos Morales and 
myself just a couple of nanoseconds to say 
“heck yes and how early do you want to 
meet?” 
We arrived at the Cedar Key dock around 7 
am to an absolute mob scene. Apparently, 
just about everyone with an offshore capa-
ble boat had looked at the weather report 
for January 30th and decided that it was the 
pick day for grouper digging before the 
season shuts down for six months. Howev-
er, even though we had to wait for several 
boats ahead in line to launch, all had expe-
rienced crews, eager to get out on the water, 
with no messing around at the ramp. 
Jay’s done a lot of grouper fishing over the 
years and his chart plotter had a bunch of 
numbers in an area due west of Cedar Key, 
but the destination for today’s trip was 
named ‘Grouper City’! Sounds promising. 
Although the winds were light with smooth 
seas, there was thick fog that limited visibil-
ity to 50 yards at most as we cleared the last 
channel marker. This limited cruising speed 
to about 25 mph for much of the trip out to 
50 feet. 
We trolled plugs for the last two miles be-
fore our destination and picked up an over-
ly ambitious black sea bass and a lizard fish 
that volunteered to be used for cut bait. Jay 
said he’d found most of his spots by trolling 
out in this area, but today the grouper 
weren’t interested in chasing down a meal.  
When we arrived at the mark, there was 
little structure visible on the bottom ma-
chine, but it looked like there were some 
fish holding just off the bottom. With no 
wind and light current it was fairly easy to 
anchor up close to the marker and only a 

couple of ounces of lead was needed to take 
frozen threadfin herring down to the fish. 
We didn’t see (not surprising) any boats on 
the way out, but almost as soon as we’d 
anchored up on the mark we could hear 
other boats in the area and had a pair of 
boats do what looked like a drive-by num-
ber grab, while we did our best impression 
of haven’t-had-a-bite-in-hours-not-sure-
why-we’re-still-here routine.  
We probably weren’t very convincing be-
cause the action was immediate with two 
big red snapper and a short gag coming up 
on the first baits sent down. We picked up 
(and released) two more red snapper in the 
first ten minutes, but after that Grouper 
City lived up to its name; we caught gag 
after gag (lots of shorts) and by 11:30 had 
five of our three-man limit of gags in the 
box, capped off by a 12 pound bruiser wres-
tled to the surface by Carlos. 
By noon, there was nothing doing at 
Grouper City; residents were either chilling 
on ice or nursing a pierced lip, so Jay took 
us to another number about 8 miles away in 
60 feet. Once again, action was pretty im-
mediate and we quickly picked up the last 
gag and also a 21.5 inch red grouper, then 
released another three or so quality gags 
before calling it a day. 
Although there were temporary windows 
of time when the fog lifted a little and it 
looked like the sun might break through, by 
mid-afternoon, the fog was as thick as ever, 
making for a slow, wet, cold ride back to the 
ramp. However, it was one of the most suc-
cessful grouper trips I’ve ever taken. 
Thanks Jay! 

Airboat Redfish 
By Ed Ellett 

Bob Hudson had mentioned some time ago, 
he hoped to invite me for Redfish trip in his 
new airboat. Marcia had mentioned some 
time ago, she had never been fishing in an 
airboat. The "stars aligned" :) Marcia and I 
were not hosting family for Christmas this 
year, and, were planning to go fishing over 
the Holiday weekend. Bob extended invita-
tion Thursday and mentioned I could bring 
a guest. I immediately accepted!!! 
Saturday was a beautiful December day. 
Cool, light wind, sunshine, full moon, low 
tide in the 8:30 range. Ideal for a first time 
air boater — Marcia was dressed for brisk 
ride!  

We met Bob at Cedar Key boat basin at 9. 
After supplying ear protection and safety 
review, we took off. Bob adeptly weaved 
the air boat over and around exposed bars. 
I'm sure Marcia braced for impact when we 
went over first bar. The boat water push, 
smooth boat bottom and sheer power 
scooted us over the bar smoothly. I'm sure 
Marcia had a touch of anxiety as boat slid 
sidewise when going into a curve, though 
was quickly relieved as Bob accelerated into 
straightaway. 

Marcia is all dressed up for a 
chilly airboat ride.

 Airboat on Page 10
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updates a list of which fish species can be 
safely eaten with respect to mercury con-
tamination and how often they can be 
consumed: 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/pro-
grams-and-services/prevention/healthy-
weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/
_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf 
The recommendations in the brochure are 
shocking -- note especially pages 51 and 
52, which list Florida's commercially and 
recreationally important saltwater fishes.  
The fish are classified as "DO NOT EAT", 
"One per month", One per week", and 
"Two per week". If you eat a single "Once 
per month" species, you have used up 
your entire monthly allotment of Florida 

fish for that month and can eat no more 
fish regardless of its classification. Eat a 
once per week fish and you can have no 
other fish meals that week. 

For pregnant women and young chil-
dren, most fish species fall into the "one 
per month" or "one per week" categories, 
with nine listed as "DO NOT EAT". For 
other adults and older children, most 
species fall into the once per week or 
twice per week category.  
Then there are the badly contaminated 
"DO NOT EAT" fish like large king 
mackerel and sharks — we like to joke 
that they contain enough mercury to fill a 
thermometer.  
In addition to the obvious health con-
cerns, this degree of mercury contamina-
tion causes significant economic losses in 
the form of unusable fish -- all due to 
mercury spewed out of our coal-fired 
power plants. 

Mercury 
from Page 3

“It has always been my private 
conviction that any man who 
pits his intelligence against a 
fish and loses has it coming.” 

– John Steinbeck

http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/prevention/healthy-weight/nutrition/seafood-consumption/_documents/advisory-brochure.pdf
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be implemented sometime in the new 
year as well.  

Greater Amberjack 
You probably noticed that a new recre-
ational greater amberjack season hit the 
books in 2018. From here forward, the 
recreational season is scheduled to open 
for the month of May and again August 
through October. The only complicating 
factor is that the fishing year has also 
changed so the quota renews on August 
1st, rather than on January 1st like the rest 
of our reef fish. This means that any quota 
overages are more likely to affect the May 
season than the August – October fall 
season since the quota starts anew in Au-
gust.  
In 2018, the Council decided to increase 
the cobia minimum size limit to 36 inches 
fork length for both commercial and 
recreational sectors. This decision came 
after the Council heard from anglers that 
believe that the cobia stock is struggling. 
We’re anxiously awaiting the cobia stock 
assessment which is scheduled to begin in 
2019 and the new size limit is expected to 
be implemented sometime in the new 
year as well.  

NOAA Fisheries, 
Gulf States Prepare 

Recreational Red 
Snapper Data 
NOAA Fisheries News 

At a recent workshop, Marine Recreation-
al Information Program partners dis-
cussed how data collected by general and 
specialized recreational fishing surveys 
can help deliver more timely and precise 
catch estimates for Gulf red snapper. 
The Marine Recreational Information 
Program (MRIP) partnership took another 
step toward delivering more timely and 

precise estimates of Gulf of Mexico recre-
ational red snapper catch and effort. At a 
September workshop co-hosted by MRIP 
and the Gulf States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, scientists and managers 
from state agencies, the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, NOAA 
Fisheries, and independent statistical con-
sultants sought to identify the best way to 
use data collected by specialized and gen-
eral state-federal surveys to monitor 
recreational catches of Gulf red snapper, 
as needed to support stock assessments 
and fishery management. 
The Red Snapper Survey Designs Work-
shop IV was the latest in a series, dating 
back to 2014, focused on finding ways to 
better monitor catches during short fed-
eral and state fishing seasons for one of 
the Gulf’s most popular fish. NOAA 
Fisheries and its Gulf state and regional 
partners have spent the past several years 
working closely to develop survey de-
signs that address federal and state man-
agement needs for more timely and statis-
tically precise catch statistics. 
Since last December, NOAA Fisheries has 
certified designs for three surveys in the 
Gulf of Mexico: Louisiana’s all species, 
general survey, LA Creel; Mississippi’s 
red snapper-specific Tails n’ Scales; and 
Alabama’s red snapper-specific Snapper 
Check. Florida’s Gulf Reef Fish Survey, 
which supplements MRIP’s general sur-
veys for a limited group of reef fish 
species, is expected to be certified later 
this year. Each survey uses a different 
methodology to gather data and produce 
estimates based on the unique character-
istics of the state’s fishery. 
“This is all part of a com-
prehensive, collaborative, 
and rigorous process to 
ensure sound and effective 
science and management 
of Gulf red snapper,” said 
Gregg Bray, GulfFIN pro-
gram coordinator for the 
Gulf States Marine Fish-
eries Commission. “It’s so 
important to have the 
l e a d e r s h i p a n d l o c a l 
knowledge of the states, 
the collaborative strength 
of GulfFIN, and the finan-
cial and technical resources 
of NOAA Fisheries. That’s 
the real value of the MRIP 
partnership.” 
The MRIP state surveys are 

designed to improve regional monitoring 
of the recreational red snapper catch and 
effort. Estimates from these surveys can 
be used for federal scientific stock as-
sessments and fishery management once 
there is a transition plan that describes 
how to integrate state and general data, 
and how to calibrate new and historical 
catch and effort estimates. 
During the workshop, participants were 
introduced to several options for integrat-
ing data collected by the specialized and 
general MRIP surveys and for calibrating 
estimates generated by the new integrat-
ed survey approaches against estimates 
based only on the general surveys. Cali-
brations will be needed to ensure that red 
snapper catch estimates produced by dif-
ferent survey designs can be converted 
into a common currency for use in stock 
assessments and management. 
As a next step, the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission will coordinate the 
delivery of survey data and estimates to a 
team of independent statistical consul-
tants who will explore the integration and 
calibration methodologies put forward at 
the workshop. The need for a follow-up 
workshop to present and discuss the re-
sults of the analysis is under considera-
tion for early 2019. A workshop summary 
is being prepared and consultants are 
expected to provide a report following the 
completion of their analysis.

2018 Review 
from Page 6
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Our first stop joined another air boater. 
We had no action and did not witness 
much action from other boat, so, moved 
on. Our second stop was one of Bob's 
favorite spots, and we quickly became 
aware why. We pulled up on bank, got 
out of boat, and caught redfish every 
cast. Marcia caught the most reds she 
ever had — she's a counter (likes to do 
same with scallops, also).  
We fished until we ran out of bait, then 
called it a day. Marcia was at 18 reds 
with a couple in 22-23" range. Bob and I 
are not counters, but we knew we were 
in same ballpark. We had our limit of 
three slot reds, were out of bait, and 
Marcia had her first air boat experience. 
We were back in Cedar Key by 1:00. It 
was a great, unique Florida experience. 
Thank you Bob! 
As side note, Marcia and I went trout 
fishing the following day out of Stein-
hatchee. I had excellent luck a couple 
weeks ago, catching limit of ten with 
one nice 20" fish. I took Marcia to same 
area, and it was hard to find ANYTHNG 
willing to bite.  
What a difference time can make, espe-
cially, after front came thru with 30+ 
mile an hour winds, flood tides. Quite a 
contrast to the day before. Another 
humbling fishing experience, which 
makes one appreciate the good days. 

Airboat 
from Page 7

Bob Hudson with a fine example of the day’s target.

There is nothing like catching a bunch of fat redfish to 
warm up a chilly day.

“There will be days when the 
fishing is better than one's most 
optimistic forecast, others when 
it is far worse.  Either is a gain 
over just staying home. “ 

 — Roderick Haig-Brown 

       (Fisherman’s Spring, 1951) 
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Understanding the 
John Ellett 

Contest 
By Brian Kiel 

The John Ellett contest is a club contest 
that runs one year long and pits club 
members against each other in a friendly 
fishing contest encompassing three cate-
gories: male, female, and youth (under 
16). A simplified formula awards points 
on a relative basis based on the heaviest 
fish of each species.  
Each species category has a maximum of 
25 points and points are totaled to give 
an overall Ellett standing. For example, 
if the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb. 
trout, this trout would receive the max-
imum 25 points, while a trout weighing 
half of that weight (3 lb.) would receive 
half of the 25 points (12.5 pts.). A 1.5 lb. 
trout would receive 6.25 pts. Current 
Ellett standings are printed regularly in 
the Club’s newsletter, magazine, and on 
the GOFC website. 
It’s easy to participate in the contest. All 
that’s required is that you submit a 

weigh slip of any or all of the ten species 
the club fishes for: spotted seatrout, red-
fish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, king-
fish, Spanish mackerel, greater amber-
jack, bluefish, and grouper. Weigh slips 
are available at every GOFC meeting, or 
can be submitted online using the GOFC 
electronic entry form. 
Any scale can be used to estimate the 
fish weight, however, when a fish ex-
ceeds the maximum weight for a partic-
ular species (see below on weigh slip 
under Special Catches), that fish must be 
weighed on a State certified scale like 
those found in commercial establish-
ments that use a scale to determine the 
value of an item sold to the public. Gro-
cery stores like Publix, Winn Dixie, etc. 
or a fish house like Northwest Seafood 
in Gainesville will usually weigh fish, if 
asked nicely. The weight should be not-
ed on a receipt or store weigh slip, 
signed by the individual weighing the 
fish, and attached to the GOFC weigh 
slip to be turned into the club. The club 
Weighmaster keeps a certified club scale 
at home for members to use (contact the 
GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper). 
To win the contest you don’t have to 
catch the largest fish, just catch as many 

of the 10 species as you can (hopefully a 
couple will be heavy fish). Participation 
in club events also helps as points are 
awarded for participation in club Tour-
naments (3 pts.) and Funaments (1 pt.). 
Awards are given to three places with 
the top male & female angler receiving a 
coveted inscribed pewter plate from the 
Ellett family, who happen to have spon-
sored this contest since its inception. The 
Ellett contest dates run from January 1st 
to December 31st with awards given out 
during the March Awards Banquet. 
In addition to the Ellett awards, the club 
also gives awards and recognition for 
the heaviest three fish of each species. 
The club also maintains a list of GOFC 
Record Catches that include 109 species, 
so keep any species that is either not 
noted or exceeds the record. You can also 
submit a weigh slip for one of the “Oth-
er Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) 
to be computed for a separate award 
following the same guidelines for Spe-
cial Catches.

FWC Announces 
2019 Regional 

Scallop Season 
Dates 

FWC News Release 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) is gathering input 
on the bay scallop season structure for 
2020 and beyond via an online survey. The 
agency has also set the 2019 regional sea-
son dates for bay scallop harvest for most 
of the areas that will be open to harvest. 

Survey Information

The FWC is working toward a long-term 
season structure that it proposes to be ef-
fective in 2020. 
To have your feedback included in this 
planning, participate in the survey by vis-
iting SurveyMonkey.com/r/BayScallop-
s2018. A draft rule on this season structure 
is anticipated to be discussed at the Feb-
ruary Commission meeting. 

Scallop Season Information

The 2019 regional seasons for bay scallop 
harvest from Franklin through Hernando 
counties will be the same as they were in 
2018. 
Pasco County dates were slightly modi-
fied to ensure the season in that region 
opens on a Friday. 
The St. Joseph Bay/Gulf County season 
has not yet been set due to potential im-
pacts from an ongoing red tide. The FWC 
is working closely with researchers and 
the community to determine how to move 
forward with the 2019 season in that re-
gion. 
The following regionally-specific bay scal-
lop open seasons have been created by 
executive order for 2019 only: 
Franklin County through northwestern 
Taylor County (including Carrabelle, La-
nark and St. Marks): July 1 through Sept. 
24. This region includes all state waters 
from the westernmost point of St. Vincent 
Island in Franklin County to Rock Island 
near the mouth of the Fenholloway River 
in Taylor County. 

The remaining portion of Taylor County 
and all of Dixie County (including Keaton 
Beach and the Steinhatchee area): the third 
Saturday in June (June 15) through Sept. 
10. This region includes all state waters 
east of Rock Island near the mouth of the 
Fenholloway River in Taylor County and 
north of Alligator Pass Daybeacon #4 near 
the mouth of the Suwannee River in Levy 
County. 
Levy, Citrus and Hernando counties (in-
cluding Cedar Key, Crystal River and 
Homosassa): July 1 through Sept. 24. This 
region includes all state waters south of 
Alligator Pass Daybeacon #4 near the 
mouth of the Suwannee River in Levy 
County and north of the Hernando – Pas-
co county line. 
Pasco County: July 19-28. This region in-
cludes all state waters south of the Her-
nando – Pasco county line and north of the 
Anclote Key Lighthouse in northern Pinel-
las County, and includes all waters of the 
Anclote River.
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GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts.
Grou
per pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 21.51 3.485 22.87 46.3 25 4.6 25 24.5 25 22.0 12.88 7.5 23.15 3.9 12.6 4.9 23.83 6.5 24.37 15 231.2

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 20.03 3.21 21.06 34.5 18.6 3.2 16.97 7.9 8.02 28.1 16.49 7.1 21.8 5.5 17.98 4.7 22.88 6.7 25 15 203.8

Creamer, Travis 41.1 22.11 3.8 25 30.0 16.18 1.5 8.14 6.3 6.37 17.1 10.04 6.6 20.17 5.4 17.62 4.1 20.1 5.0 18.78 18 182.5

Green, Chris 43.0 23.12 0 24.2 13.06 3.2 17.24 7.5 7.64 6.9 4.04 6.1 18.88 5.1 16.51 4.7 23.15 3.0 11.18 15 149.8

Ellett, Ed 46.5 25 3.1 20.1 14.6 7.86 1.38 7.41 8.1 8.21 3.0 1.75 7.5 23.06 3.7 11.99 5.1 25 3.1 11.64 6 148.0

Reed, Dale 46.5 25 0 22.0 11.88 1.6 8.78 20.5 20.87 0 5.8 17.68 6.5 21.2 1.0 4.88 3.7 13.86 15 139.2

Byatt, John 0 2.6 16.81 25.0 13.49 1.81 9.77 8.1 8.21 18.0 10.56 5.3 16.34 4.3 13.95 3.3 15.85 4.4 16.3 9 130.3

Patterson, 
David 38.75 20.83 0 0 1.78 9.59 14.9 15.21 15.3 8.95 5.8 17.68 4.7 15.15 3.8 18.49 2.5 9.13 15 130.0

Horn, Phil 0 0 0 1.4 7.41 11.02 11.22 19.55 11.47 8.1 25 7.0 22.85 3.9 19.21 5.0 18.63 9 124.8

McElroy, Ross 37.5 20.16 0 0 0 11.2 11.41 0 6.5 19.99 4.5 14.63 4.8 23.48 3.5 13.08 6 108.7

Saincome, Mike 36.5 19.62 0 0 2.45 13.18 0 42.6 25 0 3.7 12 1.2 5.85 1.1 4.06 15 94.7

Magnifico, 
Justin 0 0 0 1.36 7.33 0 0 6.8 20.79 7.69 25 3.43 16.73 4.0 15 3 87.8

Maynard, Glenn 0 0 0 2.2 12.02 8.1 8.27 0 6.25 19.22 5.0 16.25 0 2.1 7.82 9 72.6

Peacock, Jay 0 0 0 1.34 7.22 0 0 6.85 21.06 0 4.9 24.05 3.0 11.18 6 69.5

Wilson, Hal 0 0 0 0 9.5 9.68 0 6.03 18.54 0 2.6 12.8 3 11.18 0 52.2

Hinton, Chic 0 0 0 1.1 5.71 0 0 3.38 10.38 4.3 14.01 2.6 12.8 1.7 6.29 3 52.2

Kremser, Ryan 0 0 0 0 0 0 7.0 21.53 2.1 6.89 1.7 8.23 1.6 6.05 3 45.7

Greco, Dominic 0 1.2 7.87 0 0 0 0 5.8 17.84 0 0 2.4 8.94 0 34.7

Mundt, Bill 0 1.6875 11.07 0 1 5.39 0 0 3.6 10.95 0 0 1.7 6.29 0 33.7

Roy, Russ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 8.13 3.6 17.68 2 7.45 0 33.3

Morales, Carlos 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5.55 18.04 0 1.78 6.61 6 30.7

Ellett, Cole 0 2.6 17.22 0 0 0 0 2.69 8.26 0 0 1 5.12 0 30.6

Acomb, Glenn 0 0 0 1.08 5.82 0 0 0 4.74 15.41 0 0 9 30.2

Berry, Pat 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7.2 23.54 0 0 6 29.5

Browning, Mike 0 0 0 0 0 16.9 9.92 0 3.4 11.05 0 0 3 24.0

Mixon, Tyler 0 0 38 20.51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 23.5

Richard, John 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5.25 17.07 0 0 3 20.1

Byrd, Daryl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 16.25 0 0 3 19.3

Rose, Jerry 0 0 27 14.57 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 1.51 0 3 19.1

Cutright, Jack 0 0 0 0.75 4.04 0 0 0 3.69 11.99 0 0 3 19.0

Wagner, Phil 0 0 0 0 0 30.2 17.72 0 0 0 0 0 17.7

Haberman, Mark 0 0 0 0 0 11.7 6.86 0 0 0 0 9 15.9

Harris, Dylen 0 0 22.85 12.33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 15.3

Gair, Bill 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.4 11.71 0 3 14.7

Reinhart, Philip 0 0 0 1.33 7.17 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 10.2

Englert, Hayden 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.3 8.62 0 8.6

2018 Ellett Point Standings, 14 January, 2019
Men
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GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts Bluefish pts Cobia pts Flounder pts Grouper pts

King 
Mackerel pts Redfish pts

Sheeps-
head pts

Spanish 
Mackerel pts Trout pts

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Goldstein, 
Shannon 0 0 0 0 0 0 5.9 25 2.7 19.4 1.9 25 2.7 17.82 12 99.2

Cutright, 
Melvina 0 0 0 1.31 25 0 0 0 2.5 17.96 0 1.1 7.48 3 53.4

Reed, Liz 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.5 25 0 3.8 25 3 53.0
Kathy 
Maynard 0 0 0 0.98 18.69 0 0 0 0 0 1.0 6.82 6 31.5

Tavarez, 
Miriam 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.2 7.98 3 11.0

Women

GOFC Member Bluefish pts. Flounder pts. Redfish pts. Sheepshead pts. Trout pts.
INSHORE 
TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 3.5 22.9 4.6 25.0 7.5 23.2 3.9 12.6 6.5 24.4 108.0

Pedersen, Tim 3.2 21.1 3.2 17.0 7.1 21.8 5.5 18.0 6.7 25.0 102.8

Creamer, Travis 3.8 25.0 1.5 8.1 6.6 20.2 5.4 17.6 5.0 18.8 89.7

Ellett, Ed 3.1 20.1 1.4 7.4 7.5 23.1 3.7 12.0 3.1 11.6 74.2

Horn, Phil 0.0 1.38 7.4 8.1 25.0 7.0 22.9 5.0 18.6 73.9

Byatt, John 2.6 16.8 1.8 9.8 5.3 16.3 4.3 14.0 4.4 16.3 73.2

Magnifico, Justin 0.0 1.36 7.3 6.8 20.8 7.7 25.0 4.0 15.0 68.1

Green, Chris 0 3.20 17.2 6.1 18.9 5.1 16.5 3.0 11.2 63.8

Reed, Dale 0 1.6 8.8 5.8 17.7 6.5 21.2 3.7 13.9 61.5

Patrick, John 0 1.38 7.4 4.4 13.5 5.8 18.8 4.4 16.3 55.9

Maynard, Glenn 0 2.23 12.0 6.3 19.2 5.0 16.3 2.1 7.8 55.3

Ellett, Marcia 2.2 14.4 1 5.4 4.4 13.5 3.65 11.9 2.4 9.1 54.1

Knopf, Ken 1.3 8.7 1.6 8.7 3.70 11.4 5.0 16.3 2.0 7.3 52.4

Patterson, David 0.0 1.78 9.6 5.75 17.7 4.66 15.2 2.5 9.1 51.6

McElroy, Ross 0.0 0.0 6.5 20.0 4.50 14.6 3.51 13.1 47.7

Knopf, Debby 0.86 6 1.3 7.0 3.5 10.8 4.6 14.9 1.1 4.2 42.5

Peacock, Jay 0 1.34 7.2 6.9 21.1 0.0 3.0 11.2 39.5

Hinton, Chic 0 1.06 5.7 3.38 10.4 4.31 14.0 1.7 6.3 36.4

Greco, Dominic 1.2 8 0.0 5.8 17.8 0.0 2.4 8.9 34.7

Kremser, Ryan 0 0.0 7 21.5 2 6.9 1.63 6.1 34.5

Ellett, Cole 2.63 17 0.0 2.69 8.3 0.0 1.38 5.1 30.6

Wilson, Hal 0.0 0.0 6.03 18.5 0.0 3 11.2 29.7

Saincome, Mike 0 2.45 13.2 0.0 3.69 12.0 1.1 4.1 29.3

Turner, Allen 0 3.05 16.4 0.0 2.8 8.9 0.0 25.4

Reed, Liz 0 0.0 0.0 3.5 11.3 3.76 14.0 25.3

Morales, Carlos 0 0.0 0.0 5.6 18.0 1.78 6.6 24.7

Berry, Pat 0 0.0 0.0 7.2 23.5 0.0 23.5

Cutright, Melvina 0 1.31 7.1 0.0 2.5 8.1 1.13 4.2 19.4

Richard, John 0 0.0 0.0 5.3 17.1 0.0 17.1

Cutright, Jack 0 0.75 4.0 0.0 3.7 12.0 0.0 16.0

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 2.5 8.1 2.00 7.5 15.6

Greco, Katie 0 0.0 2.4 7.4 0.0 1.10 4.1 11.5

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 3.4 11.1 0.0 11.1

Kathy Maynard 0 0.98 5.3 0.0 0.0 1.03 3.8 9.1

Englert, Hayden 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.31 8.6 8.6

Reinhart, Philip 0 1.33 7.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.2

Tavarez, Miriam 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.20 4.5 4.5

Inshore
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Youth
GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Greco, Desi 0 0 0 1.2 25 0 9.9 15 5.6 25 0 0 1.1 25 0 90.0
Greco, Katie 0 0 0 0 0 0 2.4 10.71 0 0 1.1 25 0 35.7
Wagner, Reid 0 0 0 0 0 16.5 25 0 0 0 0 0 25.0

Elite  
GOFC 
Member Amberjack pts. Bluefish pts. Cobia pts. Flounder pts. Grouper pts.

King 
Mackerel pts. Redfish pts.

Sheeps-
head pts.

Spanish 
Mackerel pts. Trout pts.

BONUS 
POINTS TOTALS

Knopf, Ken 38 19.39 1.32 15.09 36.8 25 1.62 13.28 11.77 25 15.04 19.69 3.7 21.14 5.0 21.75 4.0 25 2.0 11.14 6 202.5

Ellett, Marcia 49 25 2.1875 25 11.75 7.98 1.00 8.2 9.38 19.93 4.58 5.99 4.4 25 3.65 15.81 3 18.61 2.44 13.93 3 168.5

Knopf, 
Debby 46 23.47 0.86 9.83 15.38 10.45 1.3 10.66 6.69 14.21 19.10 25 3.5 20 4.59 19.89 3.4 21.22 1.1 6.4 6 167.1

Patrick, John 0 0 0 1.38 11.27 0 0 4.38 25 5.77 25 3.88 24.04 4.4 25 9 119.3

Turner, Allen 0 0 0 3.05 25 0 0 0 2.75 11.92 0 0 3 39.9

GOFC Member Amberjack pts. Cobia pts. Grouper pts. King Mackerel pts. Spanish Mackerel pts.
OFFSHORE 

TOTALS

Cooper, Virgil 40.0 20.4 46.3 25.0 24.5 25.0 22.0 12.9 4.9 23.8 107.1

Pedersen, Tim 37.3 19.0 34.5 18.6 7.9 8.0 28.1 16.5 4.7 22.9 85.0

Knopf, Ken 38.0 19.4 36.8 19.9 11.8 12.0 15.0 8.8 4.0 19.7 79.7

Creamer, Travis 41.1 21.0 30.0 16.2 6.3 6.4 17.1 10.0 4.1 20.1 73.7

Green, Chris 43.0 21.9 24.2 13.1 7.5 7.6 6.9 4.0 4.8 23.2 69.8

Ellett, Ed 46.5 23.7 14.6 7.9 8.1 8.2 3.0 1.8 5.1 25.0 66.6

Knopf, Debby 46.0 23.5 15.4 8.3 6.7 6.8 19.1 11.2 3.4 16.7 66.5

Patterson, David 38.75 19.77 0.0 14.9 15.2 15.3 9.0 3.8 18.5 62.4

Reed, Dale 46.5 24 22.02 11.9 20.48 20.9 0.0 1.0 4.9 61.4

Ellett, Marcia 49 25 11.75 6.3 9.38 9.6 4.58 2.7 3.0 14.6 58.2

McElroy, Ross 37.5 19 0.0 11.2 11.4 0.0 4.8 23.5 54.0

Saincome, Mike 36.5 19 0.0 0.0 42.60 25.0 1.2 5.9 49.5

Byatt, John 0 25 13.5 8.06 8.2 18.00 10.6 3.3 15.9 48.1

Horn, Phil 0 0.0 11.02 11.2 19.55 11.5 3.9 19.2 41.9

Peacock, Jay 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.9 24.1 24.1

Wilson, Hal 0 0.0 9.5 9.7 0.0 2.6 12.8 22.5

Patrick, John 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.9 18.9 18.9

Wagner, Phil 0 0.0 0.0 30.20 17.7 0.0 17.7

Roy, Russ 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.6 17.7 17.7

Magnifico, Justin 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 16.7 16.7

Rose, Jerry 0 27 14.6 0.0 0.0 0.3 1.5 16.1

Hinton, Chic 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 12.8 12.8

Gair, Bill 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 11.7 11.7

Browning, Mike 0 0.0 0.0 16.90 9.9 0.0 9.9

Wagner, Reid 0 0.0 0.0 16.50 9.7 0.0 9.7

Maynard, Glenn 0 0.0 8.12 8.3 0.0 0.0 8.3

Kremser, Ryan 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 8.2 8.2

Haberman, Mark 0 0.0 0.0 11.70 6.9 0.0 6.9

Offshore
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Big Bend Marinas 
Steinhatchee  
Good Times Motel & Marina 
Hours: 7-8 weekdays,  
6:30-8:00 weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-8088  
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 30 ft. limit 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Hotel rooms, kitchenettes,  
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Up to 50 ft. Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Steinhatchee  
Sea Hag Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 Fri-
Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-3008 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y (storage customers only) 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp & pinfish 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y, tiki bar with snacks 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Steinhatchee  
River Haven Marina 
Hours: 6:00-600 Mon-Thurs, 6:00-7:00 
Fri-Sun  
Phone: (352) 498-0709 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y 
Fuel: Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live & frozen  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: Y Parrot’s Bar Grill 
Lodging : Y 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y, wet slips: Y 
Guide Service: Y, by arrangement

Horseshoe Beach 
Horseshoe Beach Marina 
Hours: 7:00-6:00 weekdays, 6:30-6:00 
weekends 
Phone: (352) 498-5687 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 8K & 12K  
Fuel : Y, Gas & Diesel  
Repairs: Y; SeaTow 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp  
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Dry storage: Y  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Suwannee Marina 
Hours: 6:30-5:00, closed Tues 
Phone: (352) 542-9159 
Ramp: Y, $2.00; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Suwannee  
Gateway Marina 
Hours: 7-5 weekdays,  
7-6 weekends 
Phone: (352) 542-7349 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y, minor 
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, live shrimp, frozen offshore 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: N

Cedar Key 
Cedar Key Marina II 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 543-6148 
Ramp: N; Lift: Y, 15K lbs 
Fuel: Y, Gas  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y. live and frozen 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: Y, house next door 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y

Yankeetown 
Yankeetown Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Fri, 6:00-5:00 Sat/Sun 
Phone: (352) 447-2529 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel : Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y, bulk 
Certified Scales: Y 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N

Crystal River 
Pete’s Pier  
Hours: 7:00-5:00  
Phone: (352) 795-3302 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: N  
Guide Service: N 
Boat Slip: N

Crystal River 
Twin Rivers Marina 
Hours: 7-5 Mon-Thurs, 6:30-6:30 Fri-Sun 
Phone: (352) 795-3552 
Ramp: Y; Lift: Y, 6:30–4:30 
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y 
Tackle: Y 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Wet slip: Y, Dry storage: Y, up to 25 ft. 
Guide Service: Y, inshore & offshore

Homosassa 
Riverhaven Marina 
Phone: (352) 628-5545 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: Y 
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: N  
Lodging: N 
Boat Rentals: Y 
Dry storage: Y 
Guide Service: N 

Homosassa 
McRae’s 
Hours: 7:00-7:00 weekends;  
7:00-6:00 weekdays 
Phone: (352) 628-2602 
Ramp: Y; Lift: N  
Fuel: Y  
Repairs: N  
Ice: Y 
Certified Scales: N 
Bait: Y, Frozen & Live  
Tackle: Full line up 
Restaurant: Y 
Lodging: Y 
Boat Rentals: Y  
Guide Service: Y 
Boat Slip: Y, first come basis
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www.MillersBoating.com
2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.

352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

The Doors Are Always Open At...

Celebrate the NEW YEAR with a NEW BOAT!

Mark Your Calendar for the 28th Annual

BOAT SHOW & FISHING EXPO
Feb. 8, 9 and 10





3324 W. University Avenue, PMB #337 
Gainesville, FL 32607 


