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Travis Creamer landed this beauty to set a new club record for lane snapper.  
This is Travis’ fourth club record!!! 

Way to go Travis!

In this Edition

By Glenn Acomb, 
GOFC President

As 2019 is nearing a close, 
I look back at what a terrific 
year GOFC has had!  I hope 
that you, too, have enjoyed 
our meetings, tournaments, 
socials and special events!  The Officers and Board 
of Directors worked hard to provide informative 
meetings, fun tournaments and gatherings about 
fishing the wonderful waters of the Big Bend.  

To the GOFC 2019 leadership team of the Officers 
and Board of Directors, I thank you for your support 
and help you have provided all year.  There was not 
an event or problem that did not have you pitch in 
and help GOFC events take place.  Also, a special 
shout-out to Virgil Cooper and Tim Pedersen for your 
excellent chef duties at our main events. 

In 2020, GOFC will be led by incoming President 
Mark Haberman, who is already planning 2020 
meetings, speakers and events.  In addition to his 
efforts, we are always happy to hear members’ ideas 
for speakers, meeting subjects, thoughts about the 
special events and other ideas of things you would 

President’s Corner
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

November Hot Shot
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Next Meeting: 
January 28th, 2020

Fellowship starts at 7:00 PM
Meeting proper starts at 7:30 

Speaker:  Dr. Will Patterson, UF

Location: UF Vet School
Lecture Hall A (V1-101)

Dr. Will Patterson, Associate Professor at the 
University of Florida, has areas of research in the 
Marine Fisheries Laboratory include population 
dynamics, trophic dynamics, and population structure 
of marine fishes. He and his lab are interested in how 
populations are structured in space and time and in 
describing factors that affect population dynamics 
and demographics, as well as population connectivity. 

Upcoming Events

Virgil Cooper and Tim Pedersen 

like us to create for 2020.  This allows us to 
offer events that respond to your interests and 
improve your fishing knowledge. 

So, until we meet at the January meeting, get 
out and catch the big ones, get more Ellett 
points, and enjoy our waters so you can post 
images of your catches on our Facebook page 
or tell us at the meeting. 

Have a great Holiday Season with your family!!
 
Tight Lines!!    

Many of the questions we work 
on have direct implications for 
fisheries management. However, 
techniques we have developed 
or employed to examine these 
questions in exploited species 
also have been applied to non-
exploited species to gain greater 

insight into the ecology of the systems in which we 
work.

Dr. Patterson will focus his talk on grouper and 
snapper.

January is time to renew your GOFC Membership!
It’s now easier than ever!

Just go to the “Join now!” tab on the GOFC website. 
(http://www.gofc.us/wp/join-now/)

Then fill out the form online and pay using PayPal.
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By Ryan Kremser

I know this is a saltwater fishing club and this story 
takes place in freshwater, but it was in a tidal zone, so 
hopefully that’s close enough!

If you’ve ever visited Washington, DC and you’re 
anything like me, you’ve probably looked at the 
Potomac River meandering past the monuments and 
wondered if there are any fish in there and how much 
trouble you’d be in if you drove a boat right up to the 
Lincoln Memorial and started casting.  Well, I can tell 
you from first-hand experience that there ARE fish in 
there and there’s no need to worry about a swarm of 
black helicopters, unmarked police cars, and guys 
in trench coats showing up and hauling you off for 
interrogation.  In fact, when we did it, nobody even 
seemed to notice.

My work took me to DC area for about six weeks 
this fall, and not wanting to totally miss out on prime 
fishing season, I decided to take my boat with me.  It 
turned out to be a great way to go site seeing and 
very memorable fishing experience.

Want to save money on parking in DC?  Bring 
your boat!  Washington DC is a beautiful city, but 
driving there can be a nightmare.  In fact, this year 
Forbes magazine rated Washington, DC the 2nd 
most congested city in the US behind Boston, 
Massachusetts.  When I-395 turns into an 8 lane 
parking lot, Potomac River provides surprisingly 
easy and pleasant route into the heart of the city.  

Florida Man Defends the 
Nation’s Capital from 
Fishzilla!

Amazingly, there’s a fantastic public boat ramp with 
tons of free parking squeezed between National 
Airport and the Pentagon on a narrow spit of land 
called Gravelly Point.  When Risa, my girlfriend, 
came to visit one weekend, we took the boat from the 
Mount Vernon area where we were staying up to the 
Nationals Baseball stadium and only paid $20 to tie 
up the boat right across the street from the ballpark 
in a secured marina while we went to the game.  A 
parking spot for cars in that same area would have 
cost at least $50!  There are many marinas along 
the waterfront in DC that offer temporary tie-up for a 
reasonable rate.

So, boating in Washington, DC is great, but let’s get 
back to the fishing.  Although the Potomac is tidal in 
the Washington area, the water is totally fresh.  Like 
the city itself, the fishery seems to be a mixture of 
both north and south as largemouth bass share the 
river with brown trout and walleye perch, but there’s 
a new kid on the block that seems to be making 
the biggest stir these days…  When the Northern 
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Belmont Bay where the Occoquan 
River meets the Potomac.  The 
water in the Potomac river is 
dark and muddy, but the water in 
Belmont Bay is gin clear due to the 
huge mats of hydrilla that dominate 
shallow areas of the Occoquan 
consuming nutrients and keeping 
algae levels low.  

The deeper areas of the bay are 
carpeted with a freshwater grass 
that looks remarkably similar to 
manatee grass.  Gliding over 
these grass flats made me very 
homesick for Steinhatchee and 
I caught myself subconsciously 
trying to spot a scallop more than 
once.    

We worked the shoreline of the 
small island dragging topwater 
plastic frogs across the pockets of 
open water between the mats of 
hydrilla for about an hour without 
any luck.  By this time I was paying 
more attention to the conversation 
and the scenery than the casting I 
was doing.  I wasn’t even watching 
my frog when it disappeared in 
a swirl of water and line started 
peeling off my baitcasting reel.  I 
stopped the line with my thumb 
and set the hook.  The moment 
I did that, a snakehead shot out 
of the water like a trident missile.  
This was a big fish and there 
was a lot of hydrilla between me 
and it.  Fortunately, I had some 
stout super-braid on the reel, so 
I tightened the drag until it was 
nearly locked and set to work.         

The snakehead was certainly living 
up to its fearsome reputation.  
I’d gain a few feet of line and 
it would take them right back 
making tearing sideways runs 
and flinging clumps of hydrilla into 
the air every time it leaped out of 
the water.   Eventually it was they 
hydrilla that did the fish in.  When 
I finally got him to the side of the 

boat, it was encapsulated in so 
much hydrilla that no amount of 
thrashing would have helped.  We 
hauled the mass of hydrilla into 
the boat using a net and timidly 
started picking through it to find 
the fish.  Did I mention they have 
a mouth full of needle like teeth? 
Once the it was free of the hydrilla, 
the ferociousness returned, and 
it began giving the boat and our 
gear a good thrashing.  We got him 
into the cooler, but before I could 
get the lid closed the fish made 
a heroic lunge at a trajectory that 
I’m convinced would have sent 
him right over the side of the boat 
had I not been holding the line tied 
to the lure that was still lodged 
in his cheek.  Despite the cooler 
being filled with an icy slurry that 
would quickly dispatch most fish 
it was almost an hour before the 

thrashing subsided to the point that 
I felt safe retrieving my lure and 
taking a photo.  We were staying 
in a hotel and didn’t have a good 
place to clean and cook the fish, 
but fortunately I was able to give 
it to some friends who live in the 
area and love to eat snakehead! 

Snakehead, an invasive species 
from East Asia first appeared in 
the Potomac in 2004, fisherman 
and ecologists alike predicted 
the destruction of the fishery.  
National Geographic even 
released a documentary about 
the snakehead titled “FISHZILLA”.  
After 15 years, it turns out the 
snakehead isn’t such a big deal 
after all.  Yes they are voracious 
feeders, and produce offspring at 
an astounding rate, but it turns out 
that bass are just as happy to eat 
a baby snakehead as they are any 
other fish that fits in their mouth.  
One local fisherman I spoke to 
even said that in his opinion the 
snakehead is the best thing that 
ever happened to the river.  He 
said he catches more bass than 
ever, and the snakeheads taste 
great.

He wasn’t the only fisherman I 
met that likes to target snakehead 
and it’s easy to see why.  They get 
huge, more than 3’ long, they’re 
easy to spot in shallow water, and 
they put on quite a show when 
they’re hooked.  Although I fish 
saltwater almost exclusively these 
days, I grew up bass fishing in 
Florida and the chance to land one 
of these freshwater monsters was 
irresistible.  

One of my colleagues, Paul, who 
also made the trip to DC is an avid 
fisherman and I was lucky to have 
a fishing buddy that didn’t mind 
getting up at 4:30 on our day off 
to go look for snakehead.  The 
Potomac is a big river and we 
spent the first few weekends just 
getting our bearings and figuring 
where to look.  Paul caught a 
smallmouth bass on a spinner bait, 
and I caught a couple of catfish on 
crankbaits, but we weren’t having 
any luck finding snakeheads.  One 
sunny morning we agreed to try 
fishing around a small island in 
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Broiled Grouper Parmesan
By JOANG2

From Allrecipes.com

Ingredients: 
2 lbs. fresh grouper fillets
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/4 cup butter, softened
3 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 dash hot pepper sauce
salt and pepper to taste

Featured Recipe
Instructions:
     
1.  Preheat the oven’s broiler.
 
2.   Place the grouper fillets on a greased baking tray. 
Brush them with lemon juice. In a small bowl, stir 
together the Parmesan cheese, butter, mayonnaise, 
hot pepper sauce, salt and pepper. Set aside.

3.  Broil the fillets for 4 to 6 minutes, until they can be 
flaked with a fork. Remove from the oven and spread 
the cheese mixture on top of fillets.

4.  Return to the broiler for an additional 30 seconds, 
or until the topping is browned and bubbly. 



www.MillersBoating.com
The Doors Are Always Open At...

2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

Get Ready for
DUCK HUNTING &

FALL FISHING!
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Virgil Cooper Grouper - Gag 19.15 lbs 12/8/2019 Cedar key Lure
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 14.58 lbs 12/6/2019 Cedar key Lure
Dale Reed Grouper - Gag 12.02 lbs 11/29/2019 Cedar Key Frozen
Ken Knopf Greater 

Amberjack
47.25 
inches

11/29/2019 Cedar Key Pinfish

Melvina Cutright Redfish 2.19 lbs 11/11/2019 Cedar Key Jig
Melvina Cutright Flounder 1.50 lbs 11/11/2019 Cedar Key Jig
Melvina Cutright Spanish 

Mackerel
2.02 lbs 11/11/2019 Cedar Key Jig

Ross McElroy Greater 
Amberjack

42.1 
inches

10/30/2019 Cedar Key Pin fish

Ken Knopf Flounder 1.93 
pounds

11/10/2019 Keaton Beach Mud minnow

Ken Knopf King Mackerel 8.6 lbs 10/29/2019 Cedar Key Threadfin
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FWC approves changes to 
spotted sea trout rules
At its meeting in Panama 
City Beach, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) approved 
several rule changes for 
spotted seatrout. Spotted 
seatrout are one of Florida’s 
most popular inshore 
fisheries. Based on the results 
of a recent stock assessment 
and after hearing concerns 

from anglers, FWC worked with stakeholders to 
create a suite of regulatory changes that would benefit 
the spotted seatrout as well as continue to provide 
quality fishing opportunities.

The following rules will go into effect Feb. 1, 2020:
• Creating two new zones by splitting the Northwest 
spotted seatrout management zone into the: (See 
maps below.)
• Western Panhandle (Escambia County through the 
portions of Gulf County west of longitude 85 degrees, 
13.76 minutes but NOT including Indian Pass/Indian 
Lagoon).
• Big Bend (remaining portion of Gulf County plus 
Indian Lagoon, and Franklin County through Fred 
Howard Park Causeway in Pinellas County).
• Creating the renamed South Florida zone (Fred 
Howard Park Causeway in Pinellas County near the 
Pasco County line through Broward County) and 
Central East zone (Palm Beach through Volusia 
counties) by moving the boundary between the 
southern management zones. (See maps below.)
• Reducing bag limits
 • Western Panhandle: five to three fish.
 • Big Bend: no change (remains five fish).
 • South Florida: four to three fish.
 • Central East: four to two fish.
 • Northeast: six to five fish.
• Modifying the recreational slot size limit from 15-to-
20 inches to 15-to-19 inches total length.
• Allowing one seatrout over 19 inches per vessel 
(currently per harvester).

FWC Updates
• Prohibiting captain and crew from keeping a bag 
limit on a for-hire trip.
• Re-establishing the February recreational closure 
in the Western Panhandle zone and the November-
December recreational closure in the Central East 
zone.
• Reducing the current daily commercial limits to 50 
per harvester and 100 per vessel.
• Removing an unnecessary commercial reporting 
form.
Spotted seatrout will remain catch-and-release 
through May 31, 2020, in waters from the Hernando/
Pasco county line south through Gordon Pass in 
Collier County. This includes all waters of Tampa Bay. 
Red drum and snook are also included in these red 
tide-related catch-and-release measures. 
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The time of year when the 
largest trout abandon the grass 
flats and move to slightly-
warmer spots at the Big Bend 
shoreline has arrived. This 
week, folks targeting these trout 
have offered reports of wildly-
successful trips to the gulf.

In nice weather Saturday, 
Randall and Kaley Taunton 
fished the shallow shoreline 
north of Steinhatchee. Casting 
various artificial lures, the 
Gainesville couple was catching 
redfish and smallish trout just 
above Dallas Creek when a 
memorable fish changed the 
day. Soon after Kaley put a 

live shrimp under a float, an 
altogether different caliber 
of fish took it. “We thought it 
was a red”, Kaley related. “It 
felt heavy and there was a lot 
of head-shaking”. The fish, 
however, wasn’t a redfish, but a 
very thick-bodied trout. Kaley’s 
healthy 25-inch beauty weighed 
in at 6-pounds, and is among 

Saltwater Highlights - December 5, 2019
By Gary Simpson
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the heaviest we’ve heard of this 
season.

Two Saturdays ago Trenton 
angler, Robbie Emmons 
launched at Horseshoe Beach 
with Kevin Hansen of Lacrosse. 
As the tide rose, the men cast 
Rapala Skitter Walks and a 
long-discontinued lure called the 
Twitchin’ Rap. The fishing was 
epically good, and they released 
13 speckled trout measuring 
over 20-inches long. Two more 
whoppers they kept, as allowed 
by law. Five of their fish were 
at least 24-inches long, topped 
by a hefty fish of 26 ¼-inches 
that would later weigh 6-pounds 
3-ounces. In addition to the 

an exceptionally-low negative 
tide. Capt. Tony ran south, 
traveling far off the shoreline 
until they reached the deep, 
ancient ditch at Pepperfish 
Keys. There, he settled down 
and set his clients up with 
Saltwater Assassin Sea Shads 
on jig heads. In the deep cut, 
they pulled in 20 trout at least 
20-inches long and 50 more 
from 18 to 20-inches long. Along 
with the seventy big trout, the 
three anglers boated 12 redfish 
and 4 flounder.

One would have a tough time 
finding an account of a crazier 
modern day trout-catching 
trip. 

terrific trout action, Hansen and 
Emmons also boated 25 reds 
that ranged from ‘shorts’ to 
‘mid-slot’ fish. If there was one 
negative regarding the great 
day, it was that the anglers 
could only find six trout of legal 
size (between 15 and 20 inches 
long) to go with their two giant 
trout and two slot redfish.

Amazingly, the Emmons/
Hansen catch wouldn’t be the 
most amazing trout report we 
heard this week.

Along with Georgia anglers, 
Rick and Seth Kirkland, Capt. 
Tony Jackson left out of 
Steinhatchee last Friday during 


