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Stephen Degraff was practicing social distancing on a flat near 
Ozello this month when he landed this 30” beauty!

In this Edition

By Mark Haberman, 
GOFC President

I wish I was writing about 
how great the weather was, 
or how good the fishing 
was for our last tournament. 
Or maybe how informative 
and entertaining our guest 
speaker was at the last meeting. But unfortunately, 
due to the covid-19 pandemic, we have had to 
cancel all club functions until further notice. We are 
monitoring the situation, and as soon as it is safe, 
we will get back to our monthly informative and 
entertaining meetings as well as our 

tournaments/learnaments.  The fish are the only ones 
happy about the current situation. Many pelagic fish 
are getting a free pass as they migrate north past the 
GOFC home waters. On a positive note, this should 
make for some fantastic fishing this fall as they swing 
back through on their return trip to southern waters.  
Please stay safe and keep your fingers crossed for a 
rapid and safe return to normal.

Tight Lines!

Mark 
352-231-9113
haberman68@gmail.com    

President’s Corner
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

April Hot Shot

http://www.gofc.us/wp/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/


ADD HYPERLINK

https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com/
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The GOFC Board of Directors has canceled 
the General Meeting for April due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Meetings and events 
will be resumed as soon as possible in 
accordance with recomendations from the 
CDC and the Florida Department of Health.

The location of upcoming meetings may be 
affected by University of Florida directives and 
availabilty of the Vet School facilities.

Please check the GOFC website for the 
most up-to-date information on upcoming 
GOFC meetings and events. 

Upcoming Events

http://www.gatordominos.com
https://www.futchsmarinedepot.com
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By Tom Bacsik

So as I sit here doing my part during this pandemic, 
I can tell you that the fish and I have been extremely 
successful in socially isolating from each other.  I 
haven’t wet a line in weeks.  The days have been 
nice, but I haven’t been fishing.  I’ve been doing 
chores–all those things that needed doing but 
were not high on the list.  I’ve also managed to get 
some fishing chores in as well.  Reels have been 
maintained and new line has been added.  I’ve been 
working on the kayak and plan on taking it out some 
time since social distancing is far more possible in a 
one man boat.  I’ve also built a new wooden rack to 
hold my fishing rods using spare wood from around 
the garage.  I imagine that many of you are in the 
same boat, so to speak.  For those of you who have 
managed to get out on the water, I hope that you 
are doing your part and staying safe.  The better we 
manage this event the sooner we can get back to a 
more normal way of life.

Covidian Confessions

 Some of the time while doing these chores 
memories come back of the big ones that got away, 
the smaller ones that ended up in the cooler, or 
getting stuck in the mud on the flats.  Even the ones 
that weren’t so much fun at the time are coming in as 
a fond memory.  One of my favorite memories is a half 
day charter that my wife bought me for my birthday a 
couple of years back.  It was out of St. Augustine on 
a cool December morning.  We were supposed to get 
there early, but my daughter is extremely difficult to 
wake up in the morning so we were running late. By 
the time we got there is was already 9.  I was not too 
happy about that. Some friends met us there, and we 
got on board. It took about an hour to get out to the 
spot in rough seas.  My son and daughter discovered 
what seasickness was like.  They didn’t puke, but they 
were close. My wife was feeling it, and I was a little 
green too. 

http://www.rubadubcleaning.com


www.MillersBoating.com
The Doors Are Always Open At...

2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

TAKE MOM

FISHING! 

Mother’s Day! 

May 10th

Distance

Yourself
on the
Water!

https://www.millersboating.com/
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 The captain had radioed ahead, and his son 
who was captaining another boat had found some 
cobia on a wreck.  The seas had calmed down and 
the sun was shining.  We got there and dropped 
some bait down.  My daughter caught a smaller 
fish and was reeling it up when we noticed a cobia 
investigating.  The mate helped her bring it in and 
placed it on my line.  I flipped it out in front of him 
and watched as he attacked it.  Fish on!  It was a 
nice fight and a nice 51 lb cobia that came on board.  
Everybody had to scatter as it pounded the deck.  In 
the cooler it went.  We proceeded to catch 5 more 
ranging from 30 lbs to the 51 pounder.  We also 
caught a fair share of snapper.  I was able to make 
sure everyone had a chance to reel in some fish.  At 
one time, my wife and I were both hooked up and her 
cobia managed to wrap the line around the engine.  
The mate who was getting ready to gaff my fish was 
called over to help.  I told him that I was fine, and 
he went over to successfully get the fish untangled.  
Meanwhile my fish gave me a nice cardio workout as 
I waited for him to return with the gaff.  Both fish were 
landed.  After we limited out on cobia and had our fun 
with the snapper, it was time to return to port.  It was a 
nice smooth ride coming in to end a fun 5 hour tour.

 

I also remember one of the first fish that I caught 
when I was young.  My father, who was not at all into 
fishing, took me to a lake in Ohio when I was in 1st 
grade.  We weren’t catching a thing, and it was getting 
boring.  All of a sudden I could see a catfish come 
up and take my bait.  The bobber went down and the 
fight was on.  I was so excited.  Then just as suddenly 
the catfish was off the hook.  I was so pissed, but I 
could still see him.  I watched him as he swam away, 
and I followed him from the bank.  He started to head 
closer to shore so I backed away from the bank so 
that he couldn’t see me.  As I followed, he came 
close to shore and paused at a spot.  I got down and 
crawled forward.  There were some older fishermen 
sitting on a bench who were wondering what I was up 
to.  I crawled to the bank and peered over.  He was 
really close.  In one move, I shot my hand into the 
water, grabbed the tail and flung him over my back 
and onto the shore.  I had gotten my fish.  The older 
fishermen were amused, I was triumphant, and my 
father had no idea what to do about that.  We went 
home with one fish that day.

 Anyway, I hope that I haven’t bored you 
too much and helped pass a little time during this 
quarantine.  Stay safe, and I hope to see you on the 
water sometime soon. 
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http://www.ellettins.com/
http://www.watsonrealtycorp.com/agent-search/info/markrobinsonwatsonrealtycorpco/
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Sautéed Cobia with 
Tomatoes and Capers

From The Foodie Patootie

Ingredients: 
    1 Cobia fillet
    Salt and pepper
    2 teaspoons dried oregano
    2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
    3/4 cup red grape tomatoes, quartered
    3/4 cup yellow grape tomatoes, quartered
    2 tablespoons capers
    Splash dry white wine
    1 tablespoon unsalted butter
    1 teaspoon dried parsley
    Juice of 1 lemon

Featured Recipe

Instructions:
 
1. Season both sides of the cobia with salt, pepper, 
and oregano. Salt and pepper is to taste, but just have 
a nice coating on either side.

2. Heat olive oil in a medium saute pan over medium-
high heat. Add cobia. Once cobia has formed a nice 
crust, about 3 minutes, flip and cook for an additional 
minute, or until other side of the cobia fillet has formed 
a crust and the fish is opaque throughout. Remove 
cobia from pan and set aside on a plate.

3. Reduce heat to medium and add tomatoes 
and capers. Saute together for a minutes, or until 
tomatoes just start to break down. Add wine and 
continue to cook and stir occasionally until wine has 
reduced by half.

4. Remove from heat and add butter, swirling to allow 
butter to melt. Carefully pour mixture over cobia fillet.

5. Sprinkle parsley over top and finish with the 
squeeze of lemon. 

2020 Bay Scallop Season
FWC Updates

https://thefoodiepatootie.com/sauteed-cobia-with-tomatoes-and-capers/


http://www.alachuafarmandlumber.com/
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Stephen DeGraff Sheepshead 4.3 lbs 3/14/2020 Cedar Key Shrimp
Shannon Goldstein Sheepshead 4.75 lbs 3/15/2020 Cedar Key Shrimp
Christopher Green Sheepshead 7.95 lbs 3/15/2020 Cedar Key Shrimp
Virgil Cooper Sheepshead 3.10 lbs 3/19/2020 Cedar Key Shrimp
Ken Knopf Spanish 

Mackeral
2.17 lbs 3/20/2020 Seahorse Reef Jig

Debby Knopf Spanish 
Mackeral

1.87 lbs 3/20/2020 Seahorse Reef Jig

Ken Knopf Greater 
Amberjack

40.5" 3/20/2020 Cedar Key Popper

Debby Knopf Greater 
Amberjack

42" 3/20/2020 Cedar Key Popper

Tim Pedersen Flounder 1.38 lbs 3/21/2020 Keaton Beach Lure
Marcia Ellett Flounder 1.12 lbs 3/21/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp
Marcia Ellett Seatrout 2.72 lbs 3/21/2020 Steinhatchee Jig
Marcia Ellett Bluefish .92 lbs. 3/21/2020 Steinhatchee Jig
Stephen DeGraff Seatrout 2.33 lbs 3/22/2020 Hagens Cove Pinfish
Virgil Cooper Redfish 7.37 lbs 3/23/2020 Keaton Beach Lure
Christopher Green Redfish 7.45 lbs 3/27/2020 Fisherman's Rest Shrimp
Ed Ellett Seatrout 4.13 lbs 3/28/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp
Stephen DeGraff Redfish 5.04 lbs 3/28/2020 Pepperfish Keys Johnson Silver 

Minnow
Marcia Ellett Spanish 

Mackeral
.72 lbs 3/28/2020 Steinhatchee Jig

Phil Horn Spanish 
Mackeral

2.07 lbs 3/29/2020 Steinhatchee Spoon

Tim Pedersen Spanish 
Mackeral

2.07 lbs 3/29/2020 Keaton Beach Lure

Dale Reed Seatrout 5.13 lbs 3/29/2020 Steinhatchee Sabile
Virgil Cooper Spanish 

Mackeral
2.23 lbs 4/3/2020 Steinhatchee Grub

Phil Horn Spanish 
Mackeral

5.06 lbs 4/3/2020 Steinhatchee Spoon

Dale Reed Bluefish 2.23 lbs 4/4/2020 Crystal River Mirrodine
Stephen DeGraff Spanish 

Mackeral
1.45 lbs 4/19/2020 Ozello, South Jig with Gulp

Ken Knopf Flounder 2.2 lbs 4/22/2020 Horseshoe Beach Shrimp on Jig
Chic Hinton Seatrout 2.19 lbs 4/22/2020 Pepperfish DOA Shrimp
Debby Knopf Cobia 13.64 lbs 4/28/2020 Crystal River Pinfish
Ed Ellett Spanish 

Mackeral
1.88 lbs 5/2/2020 Spotty Bottom Gulp
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http://www.forestmeadowsfh.com
https://www.texastrailersfl.com/
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The Doyle family of Gainesville 
launched Saturday morning at 
MacRae’s of Homosassa and 
headed out the river to the gulf. 
James Doyle, his oldest son, Kurt, 
middle son Bryan, and youngest, 
James had a sporty challenge in 
mind — shallow grouper with light 
tackle. With diving lures (old Rebel 
Jawbreakers) and spinning tackle, 
the three alternated between 
casting and trolling over spots of 
hard, rocky bottom. They never 
went out to water deeper than 
17-feet. Amazingly, they boated 
more than 40 gag grouper in about 
a half day. The gags weren’t huge 
(the largest, a 26-incher, would 
have been a solid keeper if gags 
were in season) but plenty sporty 
catch-and-release fare with the 
light equipment. On the way back 
to the river mouth, the Doyle men 
pitched Vudu Shrimp to crab trap 
buoys, but managed just one small 
tripletail. Then they stopped on a 
near-shore rockpile and picked 

up a few sandwich-size grunts. 
While on their grunt spot, a school 
of baitfish was ‘raining’ at the 
surface nearby. They were being 
terrorized, it turned out, by Spanish 
mackerel. So for good measure, 
James Sr., Kurt, Bryan, and James 
caught and released a few of 
these, up to 24-inches.

Tripletail, the only tough target for 
the Doyles, was solved for at least 
a day by Bernie and Daniel Schultz 
when they gave Homosassa a 
try on Tuesday. It seems that the 
trick might have been looking 
for the squatty pelagics away 
from their usual hideouts. Bernie 
spotted a hefty fish free-floating 
at the surface and away from any 
structure. As his son cast to the 
fish that he would eventually catch, 
Bernie saw another just as large 
out of the corner of his eye not far 
away. “We never saw a tripletail 
around anything,” Bernie said. 
“They were all free-floating in open 

water.”

Scott Donelenko has enjoyed 
plenty of success over the last two 
weekends while surf fishing an 
east coast beach. Fishing alone in 
St. John’s County near Crescent 
Beach, the Gainesville angler has 
filled limits of nice-sized pompano 
while fishing with Fishbites strips 
in the Sand Flea flavor and color. 
He has also pulled in several 
whiting and a couple of bluefish. 
Donelenko prefers high tide, and 
has caught fish best when that 
phase has rolled around during the 
6 a. m. – ‘til – noon window when 
the beach is now open.

Good fish are being found all over, 
but your search might take you to 
a productive place that’s somewhat 
crowded. Keep in mind that there’s 
bound to be another —safer— 
place nearby that’s good, too.

Saltwater Highlights - May 1, 2020
By Gary Simpson


