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WOW!  Pat Berry reported landing this 70 lb. Atlantic Sailfish in July on a free line pinfish 
while looking for snapper just 25 miles out of Cedar Key!  
The fish was successfully released after a few photos.
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By Mark Haberman, 
GOFC President

The year 2020 is quickly 
becoming the year to forget. 
The Covid-19 pandemic 
seems to have no end in 
sight. This year also seems 
to be the year of the shark. 
My boat has been harassed 
by sharks on every trip. Not the typical three to five-

foot cuties you typically run into. I’m talking full grown 
8-10 foot monsters. And of course, they all have to 
eat! There is nothing more frustrating than running 40 
miles to find red snapper, only to have them chewed 
up by sharks!! I know, first world problems right? 
With red snapper season closing, its time to start 
concentrating on red and gag grouper. Red grouper 
have really come back strong since the red tide event 
approximately 6 years ago. Most are still short of the 
20-inch minimum length to keep. Gag grouper have 
been far and few between lately. I am sure once the 

President’s Corner

Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

July Hot Shot

http://www.gofc.us/wp/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/
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https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com/
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Next Virtual Meeting: 
August 25th, 2020 via Zoom

Fellowship starts at 7:00 PM
Meeting proper starts at 7:30 PM 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions GOFC meetings will be held 
online using the Zoom platform.  The Zoom meeting details 
will be emailed to all members prior to the meeting.  If you 
have not previously participated in a Zoom meeting, you 
will be prompted to install the software when you click 
on the link below.  Installing the software can take a few 
minutes so you may want to try the link before the meeting.  
You can also call into the meeting instead of using your 
computer or smart phone.  The call in number will be 
included in the email.

Upcoming Eventswater cools down this fall, the gags will return with 
hearty appetites. Starting August 1st, amberjack 
season will open and remain open through October 
assuming quotas are not met early. Amberjack are, in 
my opinion, the most underrated fish in the gulf. Hard 
to beat blackened AJ on the grill! Hopefully, the sharks 
will move on!

Unfortunately, all club activities are still suspended 
until further notice. We are actively searching for 
speakers willing to hold virtual meetings with the club. 
Please email me or let a board member know if you 
know of anyone that would be willing to speak with 
us via Zoom. We are still hopeful we can hold some 
outdoor events this fall.

Tight lines and see ya on the water!   

https://www.futchsmarinedepot.com
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By Matthew Albrecht

Amid my newfound norm of working from home, 
I admittedly find my mind wandering away from 
work onto more enjoyable pursuits, mainly 
fishing. Recently, I found myself thinking about 
why I fish. With a world full of possibilities, why 
do I spend my time, money, and effort fishing? 
As a kid, I do not recall ever making a conscious 
decision to pursue fishing; instead, fishing has 
always been there. It has always been a part of 
my life, and maybe that's why I have never really 
thought about all the reasons I fish. 

Undoubtedly fishing can be supremely 
rewarding and immensely frustrating, seemingly 
simultaneously. I can recall numerous trips during 
which I have cast repeatedly to a fish I know 
is there and come up empty, only to see my 
companion instantly succeed in hooking the fish 
after I abandoned the spot. The occasion leaves 
me wondering what slight but critical difference 
between my approach and theirs was the key to 
success. It can be a bit maddening, yet at the 
same time, I find genuine delight in watching my 
companions catch fish. In part, because I enjoy 
seeing my fishing buddy's delight at hooking the 
fish, in part because I enjoy spending time the 
natural settings where fishing takes place, and in 
part because when I failed to execute correctly, it 
demonstrates to me that I have more to learn. 

As I've gotten older, I've developed a greater 
appreciation for the often-humbling nature of 
fishing. Every time I think I have some aspect of 
fishing figured out, I discover how much more 
there is to know. The more I learn, the more I 
realize how little I know. It's a bit awe-inspiring 
to think about the vastness of all the fishing 
knowledge in the world. The knowledge and skills 
I've used halibut fishing in Alaska, different from 
those I've used to catch trout in the Rockies, both 
of which differ from the skills and insight I've used 
to ice fish for walleye in Minnesota. Yes, there 
are commonalities across these examples, I'm 
not intending for each to appear disconnected 
from the other. Instead, the intent is to highlight 

Daydreams While Social Distancing

the diversity of fishing and vastness sums of 
knowledge associated with fishing. 

Slowly, I've realized that fishing is never a 
fully mastered pursuit; there is always more 
to learn, always room for improvement. 
Complete knowledge and mastery of fishing 
are impossible because of the vast and ever-
changing complexity of fishing knowledge. Even 
the most accomplished, technically skilled, and 
knowledgeable among our ranks are continually 
learning and developing. Fishing requires 
continuous learning and skill refinement. It 
is a pursuit that rewards sustained effort and 
commitment.  Because fishing can never be fully 
mastered, the people who fish will always be in 
some sense students. Maybe it's because I've 
spent more time in school then I'd care to admit, 
or perhaps it's related to the deep satisfaction 
when I improve my craft. Still, for whatever 
reason, I enjoy being a student, and being a 
fisherman means being a student. 

Unquestionably one of the tremendous personal 
appeals of fishing has always been the beauty 
of the natural settings where fishing occurs. 
Fishing has taken me to places where even 

A younger version of me trying to figure out how to catch Rainbow 
Trout outside of Bozeman, Montana.  These warm spring creeks 
can hold big trout, but they tend to be picky eaters and can be 
difficult to catch.  Outside of creek side bushes, nothing was 
caught that day, but being able to spend time in such a beautiful 
setting made for a great day.



www.MillersBoating.com
2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.

352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

The Doors Are Always Open At...

Escape the Dog Days of
Summer on the Water!
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the best camera lens fails to capture the colors' 
vividness. I've seen creatures many people 
never will outside of the confines of a zoo or 
aquarium. For me, one of the most beautiful 
fishing elements lies in its ability to connect 
the fisher to their surroundings in a way that 
allows them to appreciate the complex nature of 
their environment. The enjoyment I experience 
from watching the ebbs and flow of nature and 
becoming a bit more in tune with the lackadaisical 
course of a day removed from buildings and 
computer screens is immense. I feel a sense of 
calm relaxation when I fish that is impossible to 
duplicate. Regardless of how many fish I manage 
to land, when nature's bounty surrounds me, not 
a single day has ever been wasted fishing. 

Finally, I enjoy fishing because it connects me to 
other people. It's hard to beat a day out fishing 
with friends and family. The memories made 
and the stories shared connect me to places 
and people that hold a special place in my heart. 
Fishing memories are an excellent recipe for 
daydreaming, reminiscing about conversations, 
catches, and camaraderie. They also leave me 
eager for the next trip, when I can spend time 
with friends and family again. While the world 
is increasingly comprised of online human 
interaction, fishing is a pursuit which fosters 
face to face interactions. It is those face to 

face interactions that enable me to have more 
meaningful connections to people who I care 
about deeply.

As far as I see it, the only drawback to fishing 
with friends and family is that it hampers 
my ability to exaggerate my fishing stories. 
Apparently, that Redfish I caught wasn't actually 
30 inches, but in fact only 15 inches. Maybe the 
distance between my hands when I showed the 
fish's size had unintentionally widened over time. 
Regardless of why you enjoy fishing, I hope that 
the comings months find you spending plenty of 
days with a rod in your hand, just not in my sweet 
spots. Drift boats such as this are the primary fishing vessels found on 

Western Montana rivers.  I have very fond memories from dozens 
of trips in boats just like this one.  I can't wait for the next one!

First time fishing off Cedar Key, I had a great pre-Christmas 
trip with my dad and brother.  Although I managed to catch the 
smallest fish and least amount of fish, we still ate well that night!
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http://www.ellettins.com/
http://www.watsonrealtycorp.com/agent-search/info/markrobinsonwatsonrealtycorpco/
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Bay Scallop Fritto Misto
By Robby Melvin

From Coastal Living

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 pounds bay scallops, drained, rinsed, and 
patted dry 
1 1/2 cups (about 6¾ oz.) cornstarch, divided 12 
cups vegetable oil 
1 1/2 cups (about 6 3/8 oz.) all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
3 teaspoons kosher salt, divided 
1 teaspoon black pepper, divided 
1 1/2 cups (12 oz.) chilled club soda 
1 large egg yolk 
1 pound green beans, ends trimmed 
2 bunches scallions, trimmed 
1/2 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley 
12 lemon wedges (2 lemons)

Instructions:
 
1. Toss scallops with ½ cup of the cornstarch in a 
bowl. Shake off excess, and arrange scallops in a 
single layer on a tray or plate. Refrigerate 15 minutes.

2. Meanwhile, heat oil in a large Dutch oven over 
medium-high to 350°F.

3. Whisk together flour, baking powder, 1½ teaspoons 
of the salt, ½ teaspoon of the pepper, and remaining 
1 cup cornstarch in a large bowl. Add club soda and 
egg yolk, whisking until just combined. 

Featured Recipe

4. Dredge green beans in flour mixture. Using a 
slotted spoon, remove beans from flour mixture, 
shaking off excess. Carefully place in hot oil, and 
fry until crispy, 1½ to 2 minutes. Drain on paper 
towels. Bring oil back to 350°F; repeat procedure 
with scallions. Sprinkle ¾ teaspoon of the salt and ¼ 
teaspoon of the pepper over cooked green beans and 
scallions. Brush both sides of fish fillets with the butter 
and herb mixture. 

5. Bring oil back to 350°F. Add chilled scallops; fry 
until golden brown, 2 to 3 minutes. Drain on paper 
towels. Sprinkle with remaining ¾ teaspoon salt and 
¼ teaspoon pepper mixture and Parmesan cheese, if 
using.

6. Arrange vegetables and scallops on a platter. Top 
with parsley, and serve with lemon wedges. 



http://www.alachuafarmandlumber.com/
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 7.35 lbs 6/11/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Virgil Cooper Grouper - Gag 8.55 lbs 6/11/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Phil Horn Grouper - Gag 9.88 lbs 6/21/2020 Steinhatchee 80' Pinfish
Tom Bacsik Flounder 3.68 lbs 6/15/2020 Cedar Key Gulp Shrimp
Tom Bacsik Bluefish 1.25 lbs 6/17/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp Shrimp
Tom Bacsik Seatrout .94 lbs 6/17/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp Shrimp
Jay Peacock Cobia 30.6 lbs 6/24/2020 Cedar Key Live Bait
Jay Peacock Redfish 6.74 lbs 6/10/2020 Steinhatchee Spoon
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 13.99 lbs 6/14/2020 Cedar Key Threadfin
Virgil Cooper Grouper - Gag 10.45 lbs 6/26/2020 Cedar Key Threadfin
Carl Vining Grouper - Gag 5.6 lbs 6/26/2020 Cedar Key Cut Bait
Chic Hinton Spanish Mackerel 3.56 lbs 6/26/2020 Cedar Key Spoon
Carl Vining Seatrout 2.2 lbs 7/1/2020 Cedar Key White Bait
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 16.40 lbs 7/16/2020 Cedar Key Sardine
Carl Vining Bluefish 1.03 lbs 7/18/2020 Cedar Key Spoon
Carl Vining Spanish Mackerel 2.03 lbs 7/15/2020 Cedar Key Spoon
Carl Vining Grouper - Gag 7.62 lbs 7/17/2020 Cedar Key Sardine
Hal Wilson Grouper - Gag 8.00 lbs 7/13/2020 Cedar Key 75' Live Bait

TWICE THE ICE CEDAR KEY FL • NEXT TO MARATHON GAS & ISLAND JIFFY 

One stop-shopping for ice, water, 
marine fuel, bait, hot bar & supplies.

Happy 
Customers!

NOW OPEN IN CEDAR KEY!

CASH OR CREDIT ACCEPTED

MCCRACKER ENT. LLC TWICE THE ICE

$2 for 20 lb bag or 24 lb bulk

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Local-Business/McCracker-Ent-LLC-TWICE-the-ICE-100524444673567/
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http://www.forestmeadowsfh.com
https://www.texastrailersfl.com/


The Acute Angler July, 2020
Volume 53, Number 7

Page 12

FWC Approves Draft 
Changes to Flounder 
Regulations

At its July Commission 
meeting, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) 
approved draft changes to 
the management of Florida’s 
flounder fishery. These 
changes will be brought back 
to the Commission in October 
for final consideration.

A stock status update suggests that the flounder 
fishery statewide has been in a general declining 
trend in recent years and is likely overfished and 
undergoing overfishing on the Atlantic coast of 
Florida. Other states have also reported declines in 
flounder populations and have been making their own 
regulation changes.

FWC has been working with stakeholders to gather 
input on this fishery through workshops, online 
commenting and more.

Draft rule changes include:

• Increase minimum size limit from 12 inches to 14 
inches total length (recreational and commercial).

• Reduce recreational bag limit from 10 to five fish per 
person.

• Establish a November closure (recreational).

• Establish a commercial trip and vessel limit of 150 
flounder when using allowable gear for all months 
outside of November.

• Establish a November commercial trip and vessel 
limit of 50 pounds when using allowable gear.

• Extend ALL FWC flounder regulations into federal 
waters.

The Commission also directed staff to continue 
working with the industry on flounder bycatch in 
federal waters.

To share your input on this draft proposal or to see 
more about what items the FWC Division of Marine 
Fisheries Management is working on, visit MyFWC.

FWC Updates
com/SaltwaterComments.

Learn more about flounder regulations at 
MyFWC.com/Marine.

For the full July 22-23 agenda, including links 
to background reports, go to MyFWC.com/
About and click on “The Commission” and 
“Commission Meetings.”

Greater Amberjack Reopens to Recreational 
Harvest in Gulf Waters Aug. 1

The recreational harvest of greater amberjack 
will reopen in Gulf state and federal waters Aug. 
1. This season is scheduled to remain open 
through Oct. 31 in Gulf state and federal waters.

If you plan to fish for greater amberjack in state 
or federal waters from a private recreational 
vessel (includes anglers over 65 years of age), 
you must sign up as a State Reef Fish Angler 
prior to your fishing trip. 

http://MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments
http://MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments
http://MyFWC.com/Marine
http://MyFWC.com/About
http://MyFWC.com/About
http://www.gatordominos.com
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Keifer and Sande Calkins fished 
a couple of weeks back out of 
Horseshoe Beach. At high tide, 
they eased into a tidal creek. As 
the water started flowing back out, 
the Cross Creek couple caught 
fish fast … including a couple of 
‘doubles’. When it was time to 
head back to the boat ramp, they 
had released 9 redfish from 25 to 
26-inches long. “We left ‘em biting”, 
Keifer grinned.

Saturday, Scott Gamble, John 
Maze, and John’s daughter, Alli 
ran off Cedar Key hoping to find 
some red snapper on the final day 
of the open recreational season. 
Seas were rougher than they 
expected, running around four feet, 
but they plowed on. In water 60 
feet deep, they tried for snapper 
in the pitching seas with no luck. 

Finally, they decided to troll rather 
than bottom fish. And this would be 
the technique that saved the day, 
producing a 40-inch kingfish that 
took a Mann’s Stretch 30 lure.

The story of the week, hands 
down, also came from the waters 
off Cedar Key. Pat Berry, his 
brother, Perry Berry, and Chalmers 
Green were looking to get a crack 
at red snapper during the last 
days of their open gulf season. 
But, fishing spots in water 65, and 
then 75 and 80 feet deep, the 
Gainesville trio struck out. They ran 
back toward port, stopping to try a 
spot in only 45 feet of water. While 
fishing on the bottom with pinfish 
and squid, they also put out a live 
pinfish on an unweighted ‘free 
line’, hoping for kingfish. This bait 
was taken by a large, fast fish. Pat 

loosened the reel’s drag a bit and 
battled for about 10 minutes before 
the fish showed itself at the surface 
--- a large sailfish.

The epic fight featured drag-
screams, tailwalks, and leaps for 
45 minutes (well-documented with 
phone video) before the men finally 
boated the beauty. They quickly 
measured the fish at 80-inches, 
tip-of-bill to tail fork. Later, they 
would learn that the proper sailfish 
measurement is from the tip of 
the lower jaw to the tail’s fork. So, 
they feel the more official overall 
length would have been a bit under 
70-inches. The anglers were able 
to then revive and release the rare 
visitor to our waters.

Saltwater Highlights - July 30, 2020
By Gary Simpson

The mission of the Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club is 

to promote and support recreational saltwater fishing in the Big Bend area; 

to provide educational and recreational experiences for its members of all ages; 

and to promote responsible conservation of saltwater resources.


