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It's that time of year again!
Brian Kiel is reminding us of how sweet it is with this opening day beauty!

In this Edition

By Mark Haberman, 
GOFC President

Summer is officially here. 
The long-awaited gag 
grouper and red snapper 
seasons are finally open. 
And right on cue, the red 
snapper that have been 
pestering me all through the 
spring and winter, have moved far offshore, beyond 
the reach of many boats. Hopefully, with luck, we will 
have a second fall season when the snapper move in 
closer with the cooler water. 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 does not seem to be going 

away. Regular club activities are still suspended 
until further notice. On a brighter note, GOFC has 
made history this week with its first virtual meeting 
via Zoom. Stephanie link from the FWC joined us to 
talk about proposed changes in flounder regulations. 
We had as many as 19 participants and for the most 
part I think it was a success. I would like to personally 
thank Stephanie and all those who participated. We 
are currently searching for more speakers who are 
comfortable doing virtual meetings until life returns 
to normal. We are always happy to take suggestions 
on speakers. If you know of someone you would like 
to hear from, and they are comfortable with virtual 
meetings, please let us know.

Tight lines and see ya on the water!   

President’s Corner
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

June Hot Shot

http://www.gofc.us/wp/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/


ADD HYPERLINK

https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com/
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Next Virtual Meeting: 
July 28th, 2020 via Zoom

Fellowship starts at 7:00 PM
Meeting proper starts at 7:30 PM 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions GOFC meetings will be 
held online using the Zoom platform.  The Zoom meeting 
invitation can be found below.  If you have not previously 
participated in  a Zoom meeting, you will be prompted to do 
so when you click on the link below.  Installing the software 
may take a few minutes so you may want to try the link 
before the meeting.  You can also call into the meeting 
instead of using your computer or smart phone.  The call in 
number is listed below.

Join GOFC Meeting
Meeting ID: 960 2586 5382
Password: 086027

Call in: 786-635-1003 (Miami)
Password: 086027 

Upcoming Events

https://zoom.us/j/96025865382?pwd=cXVzK214bExJTE1nM0tkQWswYkdlZz09
http://www.gatordominos.com
https://www.futchsmarinedepot.com
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By Ron Sanderson 

My first memories of fishing... I was maybe 3 
years old and we were fishing on the rim canal 
at a lock on Lake Okeechobee.  That was when 
I first caught the fishing bug. Three years later, 
I was throwing a black worm, rigged weedless, 
under the Hall’s River Bridge in Homosassa, FL. I 
vividly remember catching that first bass! 

Finally, I got to go deep-sea fishing out of 
Daytona Beach when I was about 13. We would 
fish 9-mile hill and the Mangrove holes. Both 
spots produced a variety of fish. I remember the 
first time out there and we were fishing double 
drop rigs. By the time they hit bottom, many times 
you would already have two fish on. Snapper, 
grouper and so many other fish, I thought it was 
better than sliced bread as an 11-year-old boy.

We then moved to a little place outside of Boca 
Grande, a sleepy little fishing village by the 
name of Placida, FL. I remember going to the 
fish house and watching the fish come up the 
conveyer belt and picking out the fish we wanted. 
Dad finally got a boat and we began fishing Boca 
Grande Pass. As a pre-teen, I was mesmerized 
by the thousands of tarpon we would see while 
out there. It sometimes looked like you could walk 
across the pass and never get wet because of 
the number of big fish rolling on top. And I knew I 
was hooked on saltwater fishing.

I, like many of you, have had the opportunity to 
fish the Florida east coast, west coast and the 
Florida Keys. But I have always wanted to fish 
“one of those places” that we have seen in fishing 
shows on TV. Because I had made several 
mission trips to Guatemala, supporting 9 feeding 
centers that feed 650-700 kids a month, I decided 
that is where I wanted to fish. 

I started checking with the charter boats and 
lodges, but soon discovered that when I was 
going to be there was a very popular time. 
Everyone was booked! I had developed a good 

An Adventure in Guatemala

relationship with Captain Eric, Big Buoy Fishing 
Charters, http://www.bigbuoyfishing.com/ in 
Puerto de San Jose. As I only had one day to 
fish, he told me he would find a boat to get me 
out on the water. And he came through!

On Friday, August 02, 2019, the van arrived in 
Antigua at 5:00 AM to take myself and three good 
friends who are Guatemalan nationals, fishing. 
Two of them are interrupters and one of their 
cousins.   None of them had ever fished there 
either and it was great to share their first-time 
experience. 
 

On the drive to the port, we passed Fuego 
Volcano and watched it blow large plumes of 
flame and smoke into the air. We drove past the 
lava field where many people lost their lives in 
2018. Our guide relayed how they were trapped 
on the port side as the lava had cut through and 
destroyed the road as it left a path of destruction.
 
Once we arrived at the port, greeted the captain 
and boarded the “STRAGOS” and knew it was 
going to be an exciting day!
 
I was struck by the beauty of the black sand 
beaches on both sides of the port. And the water 
was such a different blue than we have here. 

http://www.bigbuoyfishing.com/


www.MillersBoating.com
The Doors Are Always Open At...

2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
Enjoy the Summer Chasing 

Scallops, Fish, Lobster & Fun

https://www.millersboating.com/
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On the way out, 42 miles offshore, we were 
treated to numerous whale, porpoise and turtle 
sightings. 

Once we arrived to the “spot’ baits went in and 
we began to troll. The bite started off slow and 
it was about an hour before the first hookup. 
The first fish of the day was a 55lb bull Dorado. 
It came off a floating piece of wood! It reminded 
me of looking for something floating in the Keys. 
While I have caught my share, this was my 
personal best. 
By the time we finished with the first one, it was 

time for lunch. There's nothing better than fresh 
mahi grilled right on the boat! About an hour or 
so later, we finally hooked into a nice sail.  We 
ended that day with a 35lbs Mahi and it was 
Arturo's first fish ever.

While the bite was not hot all day, I can't wait 
to do it again. Others around us were in the 
marlin…I guess I was just not holding my mouth 
right… 
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http://www.ellettins.com/
http://www.watsonrealtycorp.com/agent-search/info/markrobinsonwatsonrealtycorpco/
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GOFC hosted its first ever virtual meeting on 
Tuesday, June 23rd, 2020.  Stephanie Link, a 
Biological Scientist at the FWC's Division of 
Fisheries Management, gave a very informative 
talk on Florida's Flounder fishery and regulation 
changes currently under consideration.  Following 
her presentation, Stephanie fielded questions 
from club members.  There were a few questions 
that Stephanie wasn't able to answer on the spot, 
but she graciously promised to follow up on 
those questions and she did!  The following is a 
transcript of the email that she addressed to Mark 
Haberman on June 25th:

Good afternoon Mark,

 I wanted to thank you, and the club, for allowing 
me to speak about the flounder fishery at Tuesday’s 
meeting! It was wonderful to meet all of you and I 
appreciate all the feedback from the members. I have 
passed along all of that information to my colleagues 
and I also received answers to some of the questions 
that came up that I was unable to answer during the 
meeting. Please see those questions and answers 
below, and please pass them along to the club for me. 

Regarding flounder

1. Was any thought given to breaking up these 
potential flounder regulations by region? 

a. Staff did consider it but at this time the proposal 
does not include regional regulations for this fishery.  
But that doesn’t mean the Commission couldn’t 
consider regional regulations. We often hear that 
our regulations are complicated and that regional 
management adds to that confusion.  Because 
the genetic data suggest the flounder species we 
manage here in Florida make up single stocks, there 
is no biological reason to split up the management by 
region and staff didn’t feel that regional regulations 
were the best option to facilitate improving the 
fishery.

2. Are some of the proposed regulations more 
effective than others?

a. All of the proposed regulations have some sort 
of expected harvest reduction associated with them 
and, yes, some are expected to reduce harvest more 
than others. However, all of the management options 
together will have the greatest impact on improving 
the long-term sustainability of the flounder fishery.  

A Follow-up Message from Stephanie Link of FWC
Regarding redfish

1. Is FWC ever going to increase the redfish bag 
limit (back to what it was)?

a. We are due for a stock assessment in the next 
year or so, and at that time staff may reevaluate the 
current regulations depending on the results.

2. Will staff take into account the hundreds 
of thousands released redfish in that stock 
assessment?

a. There are very specific types of data that go into 
stock assessments and if you’re interested in more 
details on the assessment process, staff can put you 
in contact with someone at FWRI who can answer 
these type questions.

3. Is CCA’s redfish research being used in 
conjunction with FWRI research to inform stock 
assessments?

a. Staff has a good, cooperative relationship with 
CCA and work with them on a variety of topics/
projects. This would be a question for the stock 
assessment folks at FWRI.

4. When will Sarasota and Charlotte Harbor 
reopen for redfish? 

a. It’s currently scheduled to be catch and release 
only through May 2021, but staff will be updating the 
Commission on the status of those areas in early 
2021. 

It was a privilege to speak to the Gainesville Offshore 
Fishing Club and I hope to be able to do it again soon! 
If any additional questions come up, or if I have left 
any out, please feel free to contact me!

Thank you!

Stephanie W. Link 

More information about the Marine Fisheries 
Workshops including videos from past workshops 
can be found here: 

https://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/rulemaking/
workshops/

https://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/rulemaking/workshops/
https://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/rulemaking/workshops/
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Baked Red Snapper with 
Garlic and Herbs

By Diana Rattray
From TheSpruceEats.com

Ingredients: 
2 (6 to 8-ounce) red snapper fillets 
4 tablespoons butter
1 medium clove garlic (pressed or minced)
3 to 4 drops Worcestershire sauce
1/2 teaspoon Creole or Cajun seasoning (or your 
own favorite seasoning blend, with salt)
1/8 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper
1 to 2 teaspoons fresh parsley (minced)
Optional: 1 teaspoon chives (snipped, fresh or 
frozen)
3 to 4 tablespoons plain bread crumbs (or 
seasoned bread crumbs)
Optional: 2 tablespoons Parmesan cheese 
(freshly grated)

Featured Recipe
Instructions:
 
1. Heat the oven to 400 F

2. Place snapper fillets in a baking dish which has 
been sprayed with a butter-flavored nonstick cooking 
spray.

3. In a skillet, melt butter with garlic, Worcestershire 
sauce, Creole seasoning blend, pepper, parsley, and 
chives, if using. Cook over low heat for 2 minutes, just 
to blend flavors.

4. Brush both sides of fish fillets with the butter and 
herb mixture. 

5. Toss the bread crumbs with the remaining butter 
mixture and Parmesan cheese, if using.

6. Sprinkle the bread crumbs over the fillets. 

7. Bake in the preheated oven for about 12 minutes, 
depending on the thickness of the red snapper fillets. 
The fish will be opaque and flake easily with a fork 
when done. 

https://www.thespruceeats.com/baked-red-snapper-with-garlic-3060151


http://www.alachuafarmandlumber.com/
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Ken Knopf Cobia 18.06 lbs 5/31/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Debby  Knopf Cobia 14.55 lbs 5/31/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Phil Horn Grouper - Gag 5.695 lbs 6/1/2020 60’ Pinfish
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 5.13 lbs 6/1/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Carl Vining Flounder 1.5 lbs 6/5/2020 Cedar Key Jig
Marcia Ellett Flounder 1.88 lbs 6/5/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp
William Mundt Seatrout 2.12 lbs 6/5/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp
Noah Mundt Seatrout 1.1 lbs 6/5/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp

Mary Mundt Seatrout 1.68 lbs 6/5/2020 Steinhatchee Gulp
Chic Hinton Seatrout 2.5 lbs 6/10/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Virgil Cooper Grouper - Gag 8.55 lbs 6/11/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Tim Pedersen Grouper - Gag 7.35 lbs 6/11/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish
Tim Pedersen King Mackeral 35.4 lbs 6/11/2020 Cedar Key Pinfish

TWICE THE ICE CEDAR KEY FL • NEXT TO MARATHON GAS & ISLAND JIFFY 

One stop-shopping for ice, water, 
marine fuel, bait, hot bar & supplies.

Happy 
Customers!

NOW OPEN IN CEDAR KEY!

CASH OR CREDIT ACCEPTED

MCCRACKER ENT. LLC TWICE THE ICE

$2 for 20 lb bag or 24 lb bulk

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Local-Business/McCracker-Ent-LLC-TWICE-the-ICE-100524444673567/
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http://www.forestmeadowsfh.com
https://www.texastrailersfl.com/
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Each year the Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club holds 
a fishing photo contest and prizes are awarded for the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place photos.

All photos submitted to the "Hot Shots" section of 
the GOFC website are automatically entered in the 
contest.  To submit your hot shot, visit http://www.gofc.
us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

Photos are voted on by a panel of board members 
and the photo that receives the most points is 
declared the winner.  

Here are the top 3 photos of 2019 as voted on by the 
by the selection panel:

2019 GOFC Photo Contest Winners

◄ 3rd Place ($25 Prize)
Dale Reed for 
"Sunset in Steinhatchee"

2nd Place ($50 Prize) ►
Ken Knopf for 

"Personal Best"

1st Place ($100 Prize)►
Ed Ellet for 

"Variety, the spice of life"

Congratulations to the winners 
of the 2019 contest!  We look 
forward to seeing lots more 
great photos in 2020!  

http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/


The Acute Angler June, 2020
Volume 53, Number 6

Page 14

Lots of fishing stories were told 
at the shop this week. The neat 
thing about helping summertime 
fishers is that every water body is 
somebody’s favorite, and they’re 
all likely to be productive. The next 
angler through the door might offer 
a tale from a trickling creek … or it 
might come from 120 feet of water 
in the gulf’s Florida Middlegrounds.

Randy Robinson and Gary 
Weseman, along with their 
grandsons Andrew Weseman and 
Isaac and Luke Robinson went 
offshore to take advantage of the 
short Gulf recreational red snapper 
season last Friday. The Gainesville 
group ran west from Suwannee 
to water 65 feet deep. They had 
good success, bagging gag and 
red grouper to go with seven nice 
red snapper. They returned on 
Saturday, this time running farther 
out to 75 feet of water. Setting up 
drifts over spots with hard bottom, 

the anglers dropped frozen herring 
and squid to the bottom … trying 
to avoid snagging by keep the 
baits just above the rocks as they 
drifted. When they headed back 
to Suwannee, their handsome red 
snapper limit included two fish over 
15-pounds.

Mike Elwood, Marco Stewart, 
Andrew Thomas, and Mike 
Macleod also fished offshore 
Friday. Their point of origin was 
just a few miles from Suwannee, at 
Cedar Key. The ride out was a bit 
bumpy at times, but the day soon 
calmed nicely. The four Gainesville 
fishermen went to 60 feet of water 
and found a fine array of great 
fish. They returned to port with 
two cobia, a kingfish, five grouper 
including a whopping 36-incher, 
and four red snapper to 30-inches.

Cedar Key anglers making the 
relatively short run out to Seahorse 

Reef have recently reported a 
lot of fish-catching success. Al 
Clements and Logan Lawrence 
visited the reef on Father’s Day 
with the primary goal of battling 
cobia. Strangely, even on the 
nice-weather holiday, they were 
joined on the famous high spot 
by only a couple of other boats. 
The Gainesville anglers did spot 
several of their wanted cobia, but 
they were unable to bag a legal 
fish. Even so, the trip to the reef 
wasn’t in vain. Casting Gulp! lures 
on the ‘spotty bottom’ of grass and 
sand, they caught trout, flounder, 
jack crevalle, and big ladyfish. To 
boot, they were cut off by a few 
of Seahorse’s most popular and 
dependable targets — Spanish 
mackerel. The speckled trout 
were the fastest-biting of all, and 
the men took home ten out of the 
dozens they boated. 

Saltwater Highlights - May 28, 2020
By Gary Simpson

The mission of the Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club is 

to promote and support recreational saltwater fishing in the Big Bend area; 

to provide educational and recreational experiences for its members of all ages; 

and to promote responsible conservation of saltwater resources.


