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Donald MacArthur demonstrates why spring is prime time for King Mackerel (aka Kingfish) with 
this 14 pounder he caught offshore of Steinhatchee.  
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By Mark Haberman, 
GOFC President

Wind, wind, and more wind! 
It has been tough to get out 
lately with all this wind. My 
crew and I finally managed 
to get out on opening day 
of amber jack season. The 
morning was quite “sporty”, 
but we managed to slowly make our way out to 70 
feet of water. The long ride was worth it. There were 
plenty of big keeper AJ’s and after several painful 
battles, we iced our limit. We spent the rest of the day 

prospecting for our upcoming spring tournament on 
May 15th (weather permitting) at Cedar Key. 
This year’s spring tournament will be dedicated to one 
of our long-time members Charlie Zoby, who recently 
passed. The tournament has offshore and inshore 
categories, so everyone should be able to participate. 
The weigh in is scheduled for 3 to 4pm and there will 
be a free fish fry after the weigh in. Along with all the 
great camaraderie, food, and fish stories, there will be 
a $100 raffle that you must be present to win. I hope 
to see you all there!
Tight lines and see ya on the water,
Mark   

President’s Corner 
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

May Hot Shot

http://www.gofc.us/wp/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/


ADD HYPERLINK

https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com/
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GOFC Charlie Zoby Memorial 
Spring Tournament 

Location: CEDAR KEY - City Park Pavilions
Date/Time: Saturday, May 15th from first-light to 4 PM
Weigh-in at the city park pavilions from 3-4 PM 
Awards at 5:00 pm. Free Fish Fry after weigh-in

Goal: Catch a legal size fish of each designated 
species. (Individual competition)

Two Divisions
Inshore Species: Bluefish, Flounder, Redfish, 
Sheepshead, Trout
Offshore Species: Amberjack, Cobia, Grouper, King 
Mackerel, Spanish Mackerel

(Total weight is the tiebreaker)

Online registration at:
http://www.gofc.us/wp/tourney-stats/tournament-registration/ or
register on the day of the tournament starting at 6 AM 
closing at 8 AM at the Cedar Key Pavilion

Upcoming Events
Entry Fee is $50 per person and gets you a one year 
membership in the GOFC

All contestants must be registered and sign a waiver 
before starting the tournament

Prizes
 Inshore    Offshore
 First. $300    First $300
 Second $200    Second $200
 Third $100    Third. $100

(Total weight is tie-breaker)

In addition, there is an In-Person Raffle during 
award ceremony – $100 prize!

Inshore and Offshore winners will be determined by 
the number of different designated species caught. 
(only one fish per species counts e.g. no difference 
between 1 trout and 5 trout). One prize per 
contestant. Must be present to win. All rules to be 
determined and interpreted by GOFC Tournament 
Chairman. 

http://www.gofc.us/wp/tourney-stats/tournament-registration/
https://www.futchsmarinedepot.com
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By Tom Bacsik

These days, there is a lot of talk about “green” ideas 
and things.  There’s a Green New Deal, Green Day, 
and the Big Green Egg.  And while we as fishermen 
(and women) have a knowledge and interest in 
ecology and other things green, that’s not what I’m 
talking about.  I’m talking about the kind of green that 
happens when the boat is rocking and rolling way too 
much, and your body is letting you know that land is 
your friend and you really should be standing on it 
about now.  Green fishing is when these signals are 
happening, but you’re bound and determined to not 
give up on the fishing and ruin it for the rest of the 
boat.

I had one of those days when out fishing with fellow 
GOFC member Ryan Kremser.  It was a fairly nice 
day with just a little wind when we started.  Nothing 
was out of the ordinary.  He had had his boat for a 
little while now, and he had just installed a new trolling 
motor with the anchor in place feature which he was 
eager to try out.

We started fishing around the islands a little bit with 
no luck, then we decided to go out to Seahorse Reef.  
The wind was blowing a little bit, but not too bad.  
We trolled along parts of the reef with no luck either.  
By the time we got to the steel tower, it was getting 
pretty choppy.  We decided to try the tower for a little 
bit before heading back.  Ryan wasn’t sure that the 
trolling motor would work with the choppy  waves, but 
we gave it a try.  It worked remarkably well, especially 
considering that the motor would come out of the 
water when a bigger wave came by.  

It was about that time that I started feeling it.  It 
started off slow and then built up.  I tried concentrating 
on anything else but decorating the boat and 
chumming for fish.  Not an easy task.  I kept casting 
towards the tower and retrieving my Gulp shrimp.  
Less strenuous fishing was a good thing.  

All of a sudden I got a hard strike and big pull.  I was 
only using a medium sized redfish rig, and this fish 
decided to give it a test.  The rod tip came all the way 
down to the reel and line was coming out.  I tightening 
the drag a little bit and fought him for a bit all the 
while thinking “Don’t hurl, don’t hurl.”  We got him to 
the boat.  He was a Cobia just shy of being legal.  He 
flopped back in.  

I stretched my midsection and took deep breaths to 
calm my stomach down.  I fixed the lure and tossed 
it back in.  Bam!  It happened again.  Once again the 
rod tip bent all the way down and the fight between 
the fish, myself, my mind, and my stomach was 
on.  Got this one in the boat as well.  My mind and 
stomach were going at it while Ryan was measuring 
the fish.  Just shy Cobia again.  Shoot.  

I fixed the lure again and took some deep breaths.  I 
cast again.  Boom!  One more time for good measure.  
Same epic battle, same results.  After landing the 
fish and taking some breaths, I handed the rod to 
Ryan and let him give it a try.  I gingerly went to the 
back of the boat to have some Gatorade and breath 
deeply while watching the horizon.  It helped calm my 
stomach in time to help Ryan land his fish.  Still short.  
After that, we headed back in.  We went around to the 
back of Snake Key where it was calm.  The sun came 
out again, and I felt much better.  We caught a couple 
of reds and called it a day.  

No chumming….this time  

Green Fishing

http://www.rubadubcleaning.com/


www.MillersBoating.com
2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.

352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

Spring Accessory Sale
Sale prices good thru March 31, 2021

$1000 OFF
All Interstate 

Batteries In Stock

Coast Guard Kit B
4 AK-1 vests, throw cushion, 

fire extinguisher, flares, whistle, 
anchor, anchor rope, dock lines

SALE $16995

Over 150 To 
Choose From!

FREE GIFT
w/purchase

Buy Any
Power Pole or 

Minn Kota
Shallow

Water Anchor
& Receive a
Gift Card up 

to $200

Boat Covers

10% OFF
All Covers

In-Stock as low
as $71.95

54”-60”...Reg $369.95...$344.95
61”-66”...Reg $375.95...$350.95
67”-72”...Reg $379.95...$354.95
73”-78”...Reg $389.95...$364.95
79”-84”...Reg $409.95...$384.95
85”-90”...Reg $549.95...$524.95
91”-96”...Reg $569.95...$544.95

 Available in Gray, Royal Blue, Black 
Burgundy & Navy. Excludes Camo.

Bimini Tops

https://www.millersboating.com/
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By Chic Hinton

You do it in a boat with a fishing pole, but most people 
call it hunting. Call it what you want, but hooking an 
alligator can be exciting, dangerous, and provides you 
with a lot of gator meat. 

To start the procedure you need to apply for an 
alligator permit by applying in the lottery online at 
GoOutdoorsFlorida.com between May 7-12, 2021. 

To complete the application you will need to select 
a week between August 15 - September, and then 
select a lake to hunt in. If you don’t catch your gator 
during that week you will have 6 more weeks after the 
regular season ends. 

Florida gator hunting is fair chase. It’s illegal to put out 
a baited hook, like you see on TV. Typically in Florida 
lakes and rivers you will spot a gator up to ½ mile 
away with binoculars and chase it with your boat and 
then hook it by casting a weighted treble hook, then 
transition to a larger treble hook or harpoon it with a 
rope attached. 

The next stage is to shoot it with a bangstick and then 
pull it in your boat. 

If this sounds like fun, apply for the alligator lottery 
May 7-12, 2021. If you win the lottery, the permit will 
cost $273 and you will receive a permit to harvest 2 
gators. 

Gainesville has Newnan’s, Lochloosa, and Orange 
Lake which produce a lot of alligators. 

Is it hunting or fishing?
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Congratulations to the winners of the 2020 GOFC 
photo contest!  Each year, GOFC members upload 
their fishing photos to the Hot Shots section of the 
club's web page.  At the end of the year, the board 
casts votes to select the three best photos from that 
year (board members are prohibited from voting for 
their own photos).  Winners of the 2020 contest 
were announced at the awards banquet in April.  
Here are the top three for 2020:

2020 Photo Contest Winners!

The 1st place $100 prize went to 
Dale Reed for "Take a Kid Fishing".

The 2nd place $40 prize went to Chris 
McGinley for "Top of the Slot".

The 3rd place $40 prize went to 
Ed Ellet for "Top of the Slot".



http://www.alachuafarmandlumber.com/
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Governor Ron DeSantis 
Announces 2021 Gulf Red 
Snapper Season

Tallahassee, Fla. – Today, 
Governor Ron DeSantis 
announced the popular 2021 
Gulf red snapper recreational 
season is set to open June 4 
and run through July 28, with 
a possible fall reopening if 
quota is available.

“This will be the longest summer season anglers 
will have since the FWC started setting seasons 
for fishing in the Gulf state and federal waters off 
Florida,” said Governor Ron DeSantis. “The State is 
proud to provide continued access and opportunities 
for Florida families to enjoy the Fishing Capital of the 
World.”  

This season will apply to those fishing from private 
recreational vessels in Gulf state and federal waters, 
as well as charter vessels that do not have a federal 
reef fish permit and are limited to fishing in state 
waters only. 

“Anglers across the state look forward to red snapper 
season each year,” said FWC Chairman Rodney 
Barreto. “Our agency looks forward to providing 55 
days of red snapper opportunities in Gulf state and 
federal waters.” 

If you plan to fish for red snapper in state or federal 
waters from a private recreational vessel, even if you 
are exempt from fishing license requirements, you 
must sign up as a State Reef Fish Angler (annual 
renewal required) at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com.

For more on recreational snapper regulations, visit 

FWC Updates
MyFWC.com/Marine and click on “Recreational 
Regulations” and “Snapper” under the “Reef Fish” tab.

Greater amberjack reopens to recreational harvest 
in Gulf waters May 1-31

The recreational harvest of greater amberjack will 
reopen in Gulf state and federal waters May 1-31.  
After an annual season spawning closure in June and 
July, recreational harvest of Gulf greater amberjack is 
scheduled to reopen again Aug. 1-Oct. 31.

If you plan to fish for greater amberjack or certain 
other reef fish species in Gulf or Atlantic state or 
federal waters from a private recreational vessel 
(includes anglers over 65 years of age), you must 
sign up as a State Reef Fish Angler prior to your 
fishing trip. If you are already a Gulf Reef Fish Angler, 
your Gulf designation meets the new statewide 
requirement until it expires. To learn more about the 
no-cost designation, visit MyFWC.com/SRFS. Sign up 
today at GoOutdoorsFlorida.com. Annual renewal is 
required.

To learn more about greater amberjack regulations, 
visit MyFWC.com/Marine and click on “Recreational 
Regulations.” 

FWC launches the new Florida Fishing Pier Finder 

Are you looking for a place to fish from shore? 
Check out the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s (FWC) new Florida Fishing Pier 
Finder, an interactive map that allows anglers to find 
publicly-accessed fishing piers, jetties and fishing-
specific bridges in freshwater and saltwater locations 
throughout the state. It is best viewed using a 
computer or tablet with a larger screen.

Visit MyFWC.com/PierFinder to search for a location 
by county, city, feature name and type of feature 
(such as a bridge or pier). These structures give 

http://GoOutdoorsFlorida.com
https://myfwc.com/
http://MyFWC.com/Marine
http://MyFWC.com/SRFS
http://GoOutdoorsFlorida.com
http://MyFWC.com/Marine
http://MyFWC.com/PierFinder
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anglers who enjoy fishing from shore or do not have 
a boat an opportunity to catch a variety of species. 
Some fishable structures extend a few feet into the 
water, while others extend 2,000 or more feet into the 
Gulf of Mexico or Atlantic Ocean. A majority of these 
structures are free to use. For those fishing piers 
where a fee is required, almost all have a pier license 
that covers anglers, resident and non-resident, that 
fish on the pier.

“I am thrilled with the FWC’s new Florida Fishing 
Pier Finder. This innovative platform helps anglers 
find areas where they can enjoy the diverse fishing 
opportunities found here in Florida, the Fishing 
Capital of the World,” said FWC Commissioner Gary 
Lester. “Providing shore-based anglers with easy-to-
use location information for fishing piers, bridges and 
jetties increases access options and possibilities for 
new and experienced anglers.”

The Florida Fishing Pier Finder was created through 
funding from the federal Sport Fish Restoration 
program, which collects taxes from purchases of 
fishing equipment and motorboat fuel to fund projects 
that provide enhanced fishing opportunities. Learn 
more at MyFWC.com/SFR.

So, what are you waiting for? With a wealth of 
different ways to fish Florida waters, we encourage 
you to check out the new Florida Fishing Pier Finder 
and make some fishing memories! Interested in 
learning more about how to fish in Florida? Visit 
MyFWC.com/Fishing and click “Learn to Fish.” 
Questions? Contact Marine@MyFWC.com.

Your purchase of fishing equipment, motorboat fuel 
and a fishing license supports outreach and education 
efforts like this article and the new Florida Fishing Pier 
Finder. 

http://MyFWC.com/SFR
http://MyFWC.com/Fishing
mailto:Marine@MyFWC.com
http://www.ellettins.com/
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Rhonda Horn Spanish Mackeral 2.06 lbs 5/1/2021 Keaton Beach Stretch 20
Tim Pedersen Seatrout 5.42 lbs 4/26/2021 Keaton beach Lure
Phil Horn Flounder 2.06 lbs 4/19/2021 Keaton Beach Mirrolure
Phil Horn Tripletail 9.75 lbs 4/4/2021 8 miles west of 

Keaton Beach
Pin fish

Phil Horn Flounder 1.17 lbs 4/4/2021 Keaton Beach Mirrolure
Phil Horn Bluefish 3.13 lbs 4/4/2021 Keaton Beach Mirrolure

Marcia Ellett Redfish 7.88 lbs 4/3/2021 Keaton Beach Live shrimp
Ross McElroy Sheepshead 2.65 lbs 3/30/2021 Cedar Key Jig and shrimp
Ross McElroy Spanish Mackeral 2 lbs 3/30/2021 Cedar Key Jig
Ross McElroy Seatrout 3.0 lbs 2/25/2021 Steinhatchee Plug

Ross McElroy Redfish 4.5 lbs 2/18/2021 Shired Island Plug

https://www.texastrailersfl.com/
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TWICE THE ICE CEDAR KEY FL • NEXT TO MARATHON GAS & ISLAND JIFFY 

One stop-shopping for ice, water, 
marine fuel, bait, hot bar & supplies.

Happy 
Customers!

NOW OPEN IN CEDAR KEY!

CASH OR CREDIT ACCEPTED

MCCRACKER ENT. LLC TWICE THE ICE

$2 for 20 lb bag or 24 lb bulk

https://markrobinson.watsonrealtycorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Local-Business/McCracker-Ent-LLC-TWICE-the-ICE-100524444673567/


The Acute Angler May, 2021
Volume 54, Number 5

Page 13

Saltwater Fishing Report - March 18, 2021
By Gary Simpson

I know of no organized annual fishing event that has 
lasted longer.

The Builder’s Association of North Central Florida 
held its 57th Annual Family Fun Fishing Tournament 
on Saturday. As it has through its most recent history, 
this year’s well-attended fishing get-together went out 
of Crystal River.

The BANCF event is slanted to youngsters, and 
that makes it uniquely wonderful. During Saturday’s 
fishing day, the following kids (all 13 and under) 
scored catches and received prizes: Conner Atwater, 
Adrian Bounds, Ridge Robinson, Austin Roscow (two 
species), and John Michael Roscow (also with two 
species). First Place in the Junior Division went to a 
young Walker Robinson, who toted a real whopper to 
the weigh scales — a 20.32 pound Amberjack.

In the adult divisions, honors went to the Ace 
Contracting team of Keith Thompson and Trey Davis 
in the Freshwater Bass Division. Capts. Matt Cowart 
and Sean Campbell dominated inshore saltwater 
categories, bringing in the heaviest single redfish, the 
heaviest two-red total, and the best single speckled 
sea trout. Fishing with the Shore Builders Team, 
Campbell and Cowart also won the Inshore Slam 
prize for the heaviest red/trout/Spanish mackerel trio, 
a 10.72-pound aggregate.

A second Shore Builders team made up of Danny 
Shore and his crew also received prizes for the 
best Amberjack (also the largest fish of the day at 
24.66 pounds). And they reportedly lost a giant king 
mackerel at the boat that would have easily been the 
fish of the day.

The Gulfeagle Supply team of Doug Stringfellow 
and Gary Simpson had the heaviest stringer in the 
Speckled Sea Trout Category. And Doug caught all 
but one.

Additionally, Jesse Crehore with Holden, Roscow, and 
Caedington, PL won the Biggest “Open” Species with 
a Jack Crevalle; and Mandy Roscow, also of Holden, 
Roscow, and Caedington, PL, caught the redfish with 
the most spots (5).

The Spanish mackerel category saw Tommy and Tyler 
Cook of James Moore and Co. claim the prize for 
the biggest single fish, and the JBrown Professional 
Group, aka Team Liquid, take the first place mackerel 
stringer.

Surprisingly, no red grouper were brought in, although 
a few offshore fishers mentioned having to release 
fine but not-yet-in-season gag grouper.

Not a single red grouper was weighed at the builder’s 
tournament, but one young angler fishing a little 
north of the BANCF bunch on the same day hauled 
in a very hefty one. Fishing with family members out 
of Suwannee, twelve year old Andrew Weseman 
wrestled the 27 ½-inch specimen up from 50 feet 
below. On an apparent fishing roll, the Ft. Clarke 
Middle School sixth grader fished inshore Suwannee 
waters the day before to bag a perfect 27-inch keeper 
redfish. 


