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Another Club Record Falls to the Mighty Marcia Ellett!
Marcia Ellet landed this 8.25 lb Snook on October 12 to set a new all time club record! 

Marcia currently holds the club record for Snook, Atlantic Croaker, Amberjack, and Sennet! 

Way to go Marcia!

In this Edition

By Glenn Acomb, 
GOFC President

Finally, our fall temperatures 
have begun to dip and that 
should cause the offshore and 
(especially) inshore fish to 
move out of their warm weather 
patterns and become more active.  And, if you are like 
me, the reprieve from the oppressive summer heat 
gets me fired up as well!  The cooler weather should 
make for a pleasant and successful Redfish-Trout 
Roundup, our annual inshore tournament that will be 
held November 9th out of Steinhatchee.  It will be a lot 

of fun!!  

But before that, on November 7th, the Thursday 
before the tournament, be sure to attend our Social 
at Ultimate Boat/RV Storage located in Newberry.  
There will be food and drinks, and some new boats on 
display.  Bring the family!

We will wrap up November with our Annual Ellett 
Auction on November 22nd, held as usual at the 
beautiful home of Ed and Marcia Ellett .  GOFC 
members are encouraged to bring and donate any 
unwanted fishing or boating equipment to the auction.  
The proceeds from the auction will be used to fund 

President’s Corner
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

October Hot Shot

http://www.gofc.us/wp/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/
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Next Meeting: 
January, 2020

Social at Ultimate Boat/RV Storage:
Thursday, November 07, 2019 at 6:00 pm
22211 W. Newbaerry Rd, Newberry, FL
https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com

Redfish/Trout Roundup: 
Saturday, November 09, 2019

Sign up online in advance
(by 6:00 pm the evening before the tournament)

Start time:“Safe light” (6:30 am)

Weigh-in: 4PM-5PM (location is TBD)
Tune to VHF channel 68 for GOFC Communications

Cash Prizes for inshore, offshore, and combined 
categories.

Upcoming Events

Captain Tommy Derringer addresses the club

club activities next year. There always seems to be 
plenty of great equipment to bid on and lots of great 
deals to be had.  

At our last general meeting on October 22nd, Capt. 
Danny Allen did a great job talking about targeting 
redfish in the Steinhatchee/Keaton Beach area and 
gave us all some tips that will be very useful in the 
upcoming tournament!  At that meeting we had a call 
for new board members and were very pleased to 
have some newer members volunteer to serve.  If 
there are any other members who may not be ready 
to volunteer for the board, but would still like to serve 
the club in the coming year, please consider signing 
up to serve on one of the committees.  Look for one 
of the club officers at either the upcoming social, the 
Redfish/Trout Roundup or the Ellett Auction and they’ll 
be happy to give you more information.  There are 
many ways that you can pitch in and help the Club run 
smoothly while having a lot of fun.

For more information on all these Club events, check 
out our website and I’ll see you there! 
 
Tight Lines!!    

Weather: The GO or NO GO decision will be sent out 
by 6PM on the day before the tournament

Addittional info on the Redfish/Trout Roundup is 
posted on the GOFC Website.

2019 Ellet Auction:
Saturday, November 22nd, 2019 at 6:30 pm
at the home of Ed and Marcia Ellet
2901 SW 70th Lane, Gainesville, FL

Dinner and a fun live auction!  Lightly used gear 
donated by members as well as new gear, trips, and 
services donated by friends and sponsors of the club 
will be auctioned off.  Lots of great deals to be had 
and a great chance to off load some of your unused 
gear while helping out the club.  Proceeds from the 
event will be used to fund club activities in the coming 
year.

More info about the 2019 Ellet Auction can be found 
here.

https://www.ultimateboatrvstorage.com
http://www.gofc.us/wp/tourney-stats/tournament-registration/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/events/ellett-auction-2019/
http://www.gofc.us/wp/events/ellett-auction-2019/


http://www.alachuafarmandlumber.com/
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By John Byatt

At the end of September one of my brothers-in-law 
came down from Wisconsin for a short visit. He’s not 
an avid fisherman, but has fished enough over the 
years to know how to cast a lure, and he’s caught 
a few northern pike and smallmouth bass. Also, 
most importantly, this BIL doesn’t easily get seasick; 
nothing ruins a good day on the water like a guest 
turning green and losing their breakfast. We got to the 
Cedar Key ramp at the rather leisurely hour of 9:30 
because my wife had strenuously insisted that people 
on vacation don’t get up before the sun. Fortunately, 
even though it was a Saturday, there were plenty 
of open parking spots. The forecast may have had 
something to do with that; with moderate wind and 
2-3 foot seas predicted for the morning. The inshore 
water was dirty and with the temperature around 81oF, 
I didn’t think we’d have much luck trout fishing on 
the grass flats. So, we headed out to Seahorse Reef 
hoping for some easy catching of Spanish mackerel. 
The water was a little cleaner over the reef, but not 
much. Often trolling a silver spoon close to the grass 
edges is an easy way to pick up Spanish and blue 
runners, but not so much on this trip. Over the course 
of 90 minutes, I managed one decent-sized Spanish 
and Tim managed to lose a spoon…

Late in the morning, the sea was still pretty bumpy; 
nothing severe, but enough to make travelling any 
distance a chore, so I didn’t want to travel too far 
looking for fish. We continued out to see if any cobia 
were hanging out by the steel tower, but nothing 
showed any interest in the artificial eel jigs were 
throwing, so we travelled a few miles more over to 
the sunken dry dock. We had the place to ourselves; 
I deployed the trolling motor and hit anchor lock to 
keep us just off to one side of the wreck, only to 
discover that the remote wasn’t talking to the motor…. 
I’m going to have to get that fixed because using an 
anchor to locate the boat over a chosen spot requires 
more skill and patience than I’m able to muster. The 
tide and the wind were mostly in opposition, so our 
drift was slow and I ended up keeping the motor 
running and periodically resetting a drift over the 
structure. 

I had Tim tossing a bucktail jig to see what might 
show up. He caught a couple of smallish Spanish, 
but otherwise we didn’t see any cobia come up to 
investigate and there was no sign of the barracudas 

Cudas Save the Day

that normally hang out there during the warmer 
months. In previous trips I’d had barracuda chase and 
chomp in half Spanish that were just about played out 
and ready to be landed, so what the heck, the next 
Spanish that came aboard, went back out again with 
a big ol’ circle hook through its top jaw, tied to some 
stout braided wire. The Spanish was free-lined with a 
light drag on a bait runner reel, with enough line to let 
it swim around, but not so much that it could get down 
to the wreck. Within 30 seconds of the bait being 
set, the line is being pulled off the reel. My BIL was 
futzing around with his “bait” rod, so I engaged the 
main drag and held on as the ‘cuda suddenly realized 
it was hooked and headed for the horizon. I handed 
the rod to Tim, just as the barracuda launched itself 
six feet in the air, then released itself after landing. 
However, we now had a game plan; another five 
minutes of jigging brought in another slightly larger 
Spanish which promptly went back out again on 
the ‘cuda rig. This time, I’d barely put the rod in the 
gunnel rod holder before the Spanish was grabbed 

http://www.gatordominos.com
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long and fortunately stayed on the 
hook this time. After a couple more 
drag-screaming runs, the ‘cuda 
went deeper and started running 
laps round the boat. It probably 
only took 5 or 6 minutes to subdue 
the fish, but Tim was pooped by 
the time he brought it close enough 
to be gaffed. The good thing about 
barracuda is that once they’re tired 
enough to be landed, they don’t 
thrash around much, so it was 
fairly easy to gently gaff the fish 
in the point of the lower jaw and 
remove the hook in the corner of 
its mouth. I’ve no idea what this 
fish weighed, but it was far and 
away the largest my BIL had ever 
caught and it seemed plenty heavy 
as I pulled it into the boat for a 
quick photo opportunity. A couple 
of quick shots and the fish was put 
back in the water and swam off 
right away.

We repeated the same drill, once 
more. This time, within 10 seconds 

of the bait being dropped behind 
the boat, about four ‘cudas drifted 
up from below and seconds 
later one of them grabbed the 
Spanish and it was off the races 
again. This last fish was smaller, 
probably no more than 20 lb, but 
it put on a great aerial display, 
jumping several times before being 
subdued. Once again, the circle 
hook had caught on the corner 
of the jaw, so release was no 
problem. However, after three fish 
the braided wire trace was kinked 
up and frayed to the point where 
it wasn’t going to last another 
encounter with a face full of teeth. 
My BIL was also starting to wilt 
under the Florida sun and was 
feeling the effects of rocking and 
rolling around in 2 - 3 ft swells for 
several hours, so we headed back 
to the dock. Barracuda weren’t 
the initial intended target for the 
day, but they produced some 
great action and memories for my 
brother-in-law. 

by another barracuda. I gave the 
rod to Tim with instructions to 
give it a few seconds more before 
engaging the drag and then hang 
tight!  Once again the hooked fish 
peeled off a bunch of line before 
making like a missile. This was a 
much bigger fish, close to 5 feet 

https://www.texastrailersfl.com/


The Acute Angler October, 2019
Volume 52, Number 6

Page 6

Pecan-Crusted Speckled Trout 
with Chile-Lemon Oil

By Jay D. Ducote
From Louisianacookin.com

Ingredients:
     

    ¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
    1 tablespoon lemon zest
    1 teaspoon crushed red pepper
    1½ cups pecan pieces
    ¾ cup all-purpose flour, divided
    1 tablespoon Cajun seasoning
    ½ cup whole milk
    1 large egg
    4 (6-ounce) speckled trout fillets
    ½ cup pecan oil
    1 teaspoon kosher salt
    ½ teaspoon ground black pepper
    Garnish: chopped green onion

Instructions:
     
1.  In a large skillet, heat olive oil over low heat. Add 
lemon zest and red pepper; cook about 5 minutes. 
Turn off heat, and let cool to room temperature. 
Transfer oil to bottle or jar, and set aside.

Featured Recipe
2.  In the work bowl of a food processor, combine 
pecans, ½ cup flour, and Cajun seasoning; pulse until 
smooth. Transfer pecan mixture to a shallow bowl. 
In a separate shallow bowl, whisk milk and egg to 
combine. In a third shallow bowl, place remaining 
¼ cup flour. Dredge trout fillets in flour, dip into milk 
mixture, and dredge in pecan mixture, coating all 
sides.

3.  In a large skillet, add pecan oil, and heat over 
medium-high heat. Add fillets, and cook until golden, 2 
to 3 minutes per side. Remove from pan, and season 
with salt and pepper. Drizzle infused oil over trout. 
Garnish with chopped green onion, if desired. 

https://www.louisianacookin.com/pecan-crusted-speckled-trout-chile-lemon-oil/
http://www.rubadubcleaning.com


www.MillersBoating.com
The Doors Are Always Open At...

2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441  •  1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com

Get Ready for
DUCK HUNTING &

FALL FISHING!
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Recent Catches
Angler Species Weight Date Caught Location Lure/Bait
Marcia Ellett Redfish 6.25 lbs 9/25/2019 Cedar Key Artificial
Travis Creamer Lane Snapper 2.45 lbs 9/28/2019 Cedar Key Bait
Travis Creamer Spanish 

Mackeral
4.09 lbs 10/4/2019 Seahorse Reef Spoon

Tim Pedersen Spanish 
Mackeral

4.425 lbs 10/5/2019 Cedar key Lure

Debby Knopf Flounder 0.88 lbs 10/7/2019 Steinhatchee Killifish
Debby Knopf Cobia 11.8 lbs 10/7/2019 Steinhatchee Pinfish
Marcia Ellett Snook 8.14 lbs 10/12/2019 Cedar Key Live bait
Debby Knopf Spanish 

Mackeral
3.94 lbs 10/13/2019 Seahorse reef Jig

Debby Knopf King Mackeral 25.35 lbs 10/13/2019 Seahorse reef Pinfish
Ken Knopf King Mackeral 8.6 lbs 10/29/2019 Cedar Key Threadfin

http://garystacklebox.com/
https://www.landsautotrim.com/
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Greater amberjack closes 
Nov. 1 in Gulf state waters
The recreational harvest of 
greater amberjack in Gulf 
of Mexico state and federal 
waters closes Nov. 1 and 
will remain closed through 
April 30, 2020.  The season 
is scheduled to reopen May 
1-31, 2020.
This seasonal harvest closure 
is intended to help conserve 
the Gulf greater amberjack 

population and rebuild this fishery for the future.

Stone crab season opens Oct. 15, new 
recreational trap requirements
Florida’s recreational and commercial stone crab 
claw harvest season opens Oct. 15 in state and 
federal waters.
New Recreational Trap Requirements
Recreational harvesters who are age 16 and 
older and fish with traps are now required to 
complete an online, no-cost recreational stone 
crab trap registration and place their registration 
number on their traps before using them. To 
register, visit GoOutdoorsFlorida.com and add 
the Recreational Stone Crab Trap Registration to 
your fishing license account.
Upon completion, each person will receive unique 
trap registration numbers that must be included 
on each trap along with the owner’s full name 
and address. This information must be legible 
and must be permanently attached to each trap.
This no-cost registration will allow the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) to collect important information about 
these recreational fisheries, which is needed 
for future stock assessments and management 
decisions.  
Other Regulations
To be harvested, stone crab claws must be at 
least 2.75 inches in length when measured 
from the elbow to the tip of the lower immovable 
portion of the claw (see illustration). View a video 

on how to properly remove the claw on the FWC 
YouTube channel and increase the chance the 
crabs you release will survive.
Harvesters are encouraged to take only one 
claw, even if both claws are of legal size, so 
the released crab will be better able to defend 
itself from predators. A crab that is returned to 
the water with one claw intact will be able to 
obtain more food in a shorter amount of time 
and therefore regrow its claw faster. There is a 
recreational daily bag limit of 1 gallon of claws 
per person or 2 gallons per vessel, whichever is 
less.
Claws may not be taken from egg-bearing stone 
crabs. Stone crabs may not be harvested with 
any device that can puncture, crush or injure a 
crab’s body. Examples of devices that can cause 
this kind of damage include spears and hooks.
Recreational harvesters may use up to five 
stone crab traps per person. Recreational and 
commercial traps may be baited and placed in 
the water Oct. 5, but claws cannot be harvested 
or possessed until Oct. 15. Traps that are not 
being fished should be removed from the water 
to avoid ghost fishing, a process in which marine 
species get caught in the trap for extended 
periods of time and are not harvested.
The season will be open through May 15, 2020, 
closing May 16.
Stone crab regulations are the same in state and 
federal waters. 

FWC Updates
Must be at least 

2.75 inches



The Acute Angler October, 2019
Volume 52, Number 6

Page 10

https://www.pjmarine.com/
http://www.watsonrealtycorp.com/agent-search/info/markrobinsonwatsonrealtycorpco/
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Always a sporty staple in South 
Florida, the snook resides near 
the top of a list of favorite game 
fish there. A wiley, powerful, 
blazing-fast game fish that also 
makes for excellent table fare. 
And for many, that last attribute 
sets them a notch ahead of 
other sporty-but-less-tasty 
species.

Twenty five years ago, the 
capture of a nice-sized snook 
in, say, Cedar Key waters would 
have been big news among 
coastal anglers. But a few years 
ago, a decades-long cycle 
again rolled around to bring the 
esteemed linesiders to northern 
Big Bend waters.

Today, a Cedar Key snook catch 
can no longer be considered 
in the least unusual. In fact, 
snook have this year been 
commonly caught along the 
Big Bend coast as far north as 
Steinhatchee — and even far 
north from there.

Saltwater Highlights - October 24, 2019
By Gary Simpson

http://www.ellettins.com/
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Still, the snook’s appearance 
has been recent enough that 
many longtime area anglers 
have yet to pull one from 
their home waters. Even with 
such a healthy population, the 
collective membership of the 
Gainesville Offshore Fishing 
Club has not managed many 
big, slot-size snook. Dale 
Reed’s 8-pound club record 
isn’t a particularly large one 
….. but only fish in the gulf 
from 28-to-33 inches long 
can be legally taken anyway, 
to be documented on a club-
required certified weigh scale. 
At the GOFC’s recent fall 

might have been best in The 
Suwannee area. Fine redfish 
have come dependably from 
shell bars and creek mouths. A 
high-stakes Power Pole Down 
redfish tournament will go out 
of Steinhatchee on Saturday, 
and much of the field might 
well make the run south to that 
Suwannee zone.

The speckled trout that were 
scarce except on very deep 
grass beds through late summer 
are again being found closer 
to the Suwannee River mouth. 
Tripletail reports in that area are 
also good. 

tournament held out of Cedar 
Key, Marcia Ellett was fishing 
for cobia when she instead 
hooked and whipped a legal 
29-inch snook that would weigh 
8 and ¼ pounds — heavy 
enough to establish a new 
club record. Later in the day, 
Marcia’s husband, Ed caught a 
whopping 36-incher. Since Ed 
was unable to have this catch-
and-release beauty officially 
weighed, however, Marcia’s 
new record remained safe. For 
now. Ed said, “That 32 7/8-
incher is out there”.For a couple 
of weeks now, all-around redfish 
and speckled trout reports 

http://www.forestmeadowsfh.com

