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Events Calendar
Monthly Meetings
Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth
Tuesday of each month (note that this is not
the last Tuesday in those months having 5
Tuesdays). Fellowship begins at 7:00 p.m.,
with the meeting program beginning at 7:30.
No monthly meetings are held in February,
June, August, November or December, being
replaced, respectively, by the Seafood and
Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual Social,
the Cookout & Auction, and your own
Christmas holiday activities. Coming Events
The July 25th Monthly Meeting is a special
event with multiple speakers, and topics will
include a thorough run down of 3 upcoming
and popular learnaments by some of the club’s
most experienced and senior members:
Scalloping Learnament – Typically based
out of Steinhatchee, Charlie Courtney will talk
about the hugely popular scallop learnament,
helping guide our flotilla of eager snorkelers to
bushels of yummy scallops
Shrimping Learnament – Ed Ellet will
discuss the ins-and-outs of this very delicious
learnament, helping shrimping newbies and
seniors alike target the annual shrimp migration
that occurs in the St. John’s river
Shallow Water Group Learnament – Based
out of Crystal River, John Patrick will lead this
discussion describing the late Fall learnament
where we typically target large gag grouper,
who come into nearshore waters in search of
food. A great learnament where individuals get
to explore the giant rock pillars that pepper the
Crystal River waters.
Bonus Presentation: How to Win the Ellett
Contest - Elite GOFC Angler Ken Knopf will
go over his strategies for winning the Ellett
Contest.

Cover
Former GOFC President Mark Rustemier returns
to Florida and Cedar Key for a vacation of fishing
and spear fishing. Story on page 4. (Photo by
Brian Kiel)

Page 2

Proposed Cobia Size and
Bag Limits for Gulf State
Waters

T

FWC News Release

he FWC is considering the following changes to size
and bag limits for cobia in Gulf state waters. If these
are passed, it is thought likely that Federal regulations
for Gulf waters likely will be changed to match the state
rules. These changes are based on species biology, input
from stakeholders, and will promote the continued sustainable management of this fishery.
1. The minimum size will increase from 33 to 38 inches. That is a substantial cobia!
2. The bag limit will remain at one cobia per angler
but the maximum per boat will decrease from six fish
to two.
3. The commercial bag limit (both individual angler
and boat limits) will be reduced to match that of recreational anglers.
These draft rule changes for cobia will be brought
back before the Commission in September for a final
public hearing Draft rule changes for sheepshead and
tripletail have been put on hold to give FWC staff time
to gather more input from commercial and recreational
stakeholders on potential changes. These two fisheries
will be brought back as a draft proposal at a future Commission meeting.

Gag Grouper Fall
Season Approved in Gulf
4-county Region
FWC News Release

T

he FWC has approved lengthening the Gulf of Mexico gag grouper recreational season in state waters
off Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson and Taylor counties by
opening the season September 1 through December 31st.
Gag grouper season has been open in state waters off
these counties from April 1st through June 30th, and
this will continue thereby providing for both a fall and
a spring season.
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President’s
Message

2017 Federal Red
Snapper Season

By Justin Magnifico

NOAA Fsheries Press Release

ots of activities for members despite the
summer’s heat. Learn about shrimping
and scalloping at the July monthly meeting
along with shallow water (4-10 feet deep)
grouper fishing. As a bonus, learn strategies for win ning the annula Ellet fishing
contest.
It’s getting towards the end of the year
and we will be holding elections for board
members in the fall. If you would like to donate some time and help with club activities
talk to a board member at the next meeting.

National Marine Fisheris Service
(NMFS) can not produce final 2017 federal
recreational season length projections until after the Gulf States have set their state
water seasons. This year, 77%-79% of the
private angler annual catch target is expected to be harvested within the state water seasons, and NMFS will set the federal
season based on the remainder. NMFS has
committed to announcing the 2017 federal
private and for-hire red snapper seasons by
May 1, at the latest.
A recent court decision overturned Reef
Fish Amendment 28, which shifted the red
snapper allocation from the historical 51%
commercial and 49% recreational to 48.5%
commercial and 51.5% recreational. The allocation shift in Amendment 28 was a result
of recalibration of recreational landings data
to the recreational sector. Consequently, the
red snapper allocation will revert back to

L
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the historical level. The Council decided to
begin exploring other mechanisms to reallocate red snapper at the June meeting.
The Council decided to initiate a framework action that considers adjusting the
buffer that sets the recreational red snapper annual catch target at 20% below the
annual catch limit. That buffer was put in
to place as an in-season accountability measure to decrease the probability that landings exceed the quota.
The Council voted to begin developing
amendments that consider allowing Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama to manage
their harvest of recreational red snapper
out to 200 nautical miles. Each state would
be allotted their historical per centage of
the gulf-wide recreational harvest, and the
program would be considered for the years
2019-2021.
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts

All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our
regular contributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member
reports section of the next quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year,
readers should gain a stronger understanding of how things change with the seasons and what to do
about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones.

Red Snapper Trip
By Hal Wilson

W

e left Gainesville at 5:30 a.m. on Saturday morning. The crew consisted
of my nephew, Travis, his sister and two of
her roommates from Kansas City, MO. Travis had fished with me several years ago.
We had high hopes of catching red
snapper and possibly a gag grouper. The
weather man had missed the forecast, predicting a fairly calm day, but we encountered strong winds, probably near 15 knots.
We launched in rough seas with the wind
out of the south.
Hoping that the wind would lie down,
we tried to catch live bait on a few Sabiki
rigs. After catching about a dozen bait fish,
we worked our way out to Seahorse Reef.
We continued to catch pinfish, porgies, and
pigfish to use as live bait.

Nothing like a limit of red snapper to
put grins on faces!

The wind was still blowing, but it had
calmed a little, so we left Seahorse Reefwith
a chance of fishing the nearby reefs. The
first stop already had a fishing boat and a
sponge boat with divers preparing to collect natural sponges. I decided to find another spot and leave that area. We bumped
along for about five miles. The wind had
laid down somewhat more, and we were
going at a good speed, so we continued.
Finally, we anchored on a spot and
had a good “show” on the sonar. The first
snapper bait went down, and we had a fish
on immediately. Each of the girls caught
a great red snapper with a little help. We
each caught a fish and took pictures. My
niece insisted I put on a captain’s hat that
she had brought from Kansas City. When
I got home I told my wife that I hoped my
fishing buddies never saw me in the hat.
After everyone had a red snapper to
take home, we continued to catch them.
Travis put a live bait on a rig and caught a
11.5 pound Gag Grouper for the “catch of
the day”. We headed for home around 1:00
p.m. with 10 red snapper and one large gag
grouper. We were lucky to find a great spot
near the shore with hungry fish and the
right tidal flow.
What a great way to show family and
friends what fun it is to fish in the beautiful
Gulf waters!

Cedar Key Catch
and Release
By Ed Ellett

S

everal months ago, 2010 GOFC President, Mark Rustemier, sent me a note.
Mark, as you may remember, moved to
North Carolina a couple years ago to pursue a nice opportunity as a physician for
VA Hospital. Mark came down with a bad
case of Grouper fever this spring, drawing
him to Cedar Key.
He rented a condo at Fenimore Mill
for a week and invited several past fishing
buddies to come down and join him for a
day or two of fishing. Mark’s line to us was
something about, “we’re not getting any
younger”, “we need to seize opportunities
when they arise” - we all recognized the
signs of the fever!
Lou Graf, Brian Kiel, and, Mark’s
daughter, Bridget, all joined Mark for a day
or two. Mark, and his wife, Regina, were
considering another trip to Cedar Key later.
The weather the week before Mark’s
visit was awful — wind of 15-25 knots almost every day. The weather the week of
Mark’s visit couldn’t have been any better
— calm in the morning with a slight west
wind in afternoon.
I left town after work Tuesday and met
with Mark. Mark had arrived the Sunday
before, fished solo on Monday, and fished
with Lou on Tuesday. I enjoyed hearing
about numerous catch and release red
snapper and quite a shark adventure. Lou
or Mark will need to fill you in on the bull
shark tale. I’m sure they both will hold a
mind picture for life.
Mark wanted to try a past “Grouper
City” number. Sounded good to me. We
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Offshore Report
by Captain Jay Peacock

helps with avoiding spending a lot of time
fishing in the hottest parts of the day.

R

ed snapper is the hot offshore species
for this summer as they seem to have
made a fantastic comeback in recent years.
I have heard comments from veteran fisherman that red snapper fishing in the gulf
is better than they can remember for decades. Numbers of red snapper seem to
have exploded in the past couple of years
off of Cedar Key in water as shallow as 30’.
While the size of the fish are typically not
very large they are quite plentiful. In some
spots it can be difficult to get a bait down to
catch grouper without snapper eating.
The initial 3 day red snapper season
this year started out on June 1st for us recreational folks. Political pressure forced the
Feds to relax this some and we now have
Friday through Sunday of each week open
through September 3rd.
Cobia fishing should continue to be
good throughout the summer. Offshore
cobia will be usually be found on structure
such as wrecks, artificial reefs and large
high relief rocks/reefs. Live bait is my
favorite cobia bait and I typically a heavy
duty spinning rod with just a large hook at
the end of the leader ready to throw a live
bait to sighted cobia during the warmer
months.
As gulf water temperatures heat up this
summer you will need to travel to deeper
waters to reliably catch keeper grouper.
Grunts and seabass are plentiful in the
same hard bottom and rocky areas you will
catch grouper in but you won’t have to go
so far offshore to get them.
Mackerel are a good option for this
time of year offshore – both spanish and
king. Spanish can be found on Seahorse
Reef, Spotty Bottom and other nearshore
reefs. While the larger kingfish seem to
have moved past our area plenty of small
to mid sized kings are available over hard/
live bottom and artificial reefs.
As the typical summertime afternoon
thunderstorm weather pattern arrives I
want to take this opportunity to remind
everyone to be very cautious while fishing in the summer. Lightening is a major
cause of fishing fatalities and Florida is the
lightening capital of the United States. I
typically try to get an early start on summertime fishing trips so I can head in early
if storms start to appear. An early start also
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FWC’s Gone Coastal:

Knowing How
to Catch a Giant
(Tarpon) Is Half the
Battle
By Justin Wallheiser

H

ave you ever felt the power of a large
tarpon as it surges into the air and
displays jaw-dropping acrobatics? Even
for seasoned tarpon anglers, that first jump
sends a rush of adrenaline through their
veins like nothing else. Tarpon fishing in
Florida has no equal, so it’s only natural
that anglers from all over the country, and
many other parts of the world, travel here
to experience the challenge of catching and
releasing a giant. Tarpon fishing is also extremely valuable to the state’s economy.
Techniques for tarpon fishing vary
widely depending on geographic location
and an angler’s personal preference. Flyfishing is an extremely popular method in
all areas, but you can also catch them by
jigging, casting or trolling artificial lures,
flat-lining a live bait, or by placing a frozen mullet, menhaden or other natural
bait right on the bottom. What works well
in one area may be ineffective in another,
so it’s important to know how the knowledgeable anglers in the area are fishing.
Once you are lucky enough to hook a
tarpon, the next challenge is keeping the
fish on for the entire fight. Tarpon are very
good at throwing the hook right back at
you, so don’t be disappointed if you do not
successfully leader a fish on the first few
hook-ups.
As magnificent as tarpon are, they are
also susceptible to population declines because they are slow-growing and late to

become sexually mature. This means that
if many tarpon are removed from the population – whether by people or predators
– it takes a long time for the population to
recover.
Thanks to Florida’s conservation efforts, tarpon populations are currently
thriving, but we need your help to keep the
population abundant. Support tarpon conservation by being aware of and following
special regulations that pertain to tarpon,
and by practicing good fish-handling.

Regulations and best
handling practices
For starters, tarpon are a catch-and-release-only fish. The only exception to this
is if you are taking a tarpon for purposes
of a new IGFA world record and have the
required Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) tarpon tag.
Because tarpon will fight to the point
of exhaustion, FWC also established some
common-sense handling requirements designed to increase tarpon survival rates.
Large fish over 40 inches in length must
remain in the water at all times, including
when being de-hooked and photographed.
While it’s natural to want a good photo of
your catch, dragging a large tarpon onto a
boat deck, pier or beach can be a death sentence for the fish. The goal should always
be to keep the head and gills in the water as
much as possible.
Following FWC’s fish-handling guidelines is also another good way to ensure
tarpon survive to be caught another day.
A tarpon exhausted from the fight is more
likely to succumb to predation or die from
other causes. You can help prevent this by
using tackle that is heavy enough to land
the fish quickly, and by reviving the fish by
holding it horizontally in the water column
with its mouth open while moving it forward.
Don’t tow a tarpon unless it is absolutely necessary to revive it. If you must tow,
go as slow as possible while still moving
water over the gills. And finally, do not fish
for tarpon when large predatory sharks
are in the area feeding. If sharks show up,
move to another fishing location.
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FWC’s Gone Coastal

Fishing Line and
Tackle Disposal
– It’s About
More than Just
Monofilament

Line Snatcher are designed to help anglers
store their unwanted fishing line; however,
homemade versions can also be made by
cutting an “X” in the lid of something as
simple as a tennis ball container or coffee
can.

By Jill Christoferson

F

ishing is a key component of the Florida lifestyle as well as the state’s economy. But fishing line and other fishing tackle
frequently enter Florida’s aquatic systems
as a result of incidental snags or improper
disposal. When left in the aquatic environment, fishing line and tackle create potential traps for unsuspecting wildlife that can
become entangled and snared, leading to
injury and death.
Monofilament is the most common
type of fishing line, however, modern advances have produced several other varieties with higher tensile strength, reduced
visibility and greater abrasion resistance.
These newer, non-monofilament lines,
such as braid and fluorocarbon, are fairly
popular but not all of them can be recycled
like monofilament fishing line, and they
are commonly disposed of improperly.

How you can help
To help reduce the negative environmental impacts from improper disposal of
all fishing line and tackle, anglers can follow these general guidelines:
• Check line frequently for frays that may
break easily.
• Don’t leave bait unattended since pelicans, herons and other birds may attempt to take the bait from the line,
which may result in entanglements.
• Cast away from trees, utility lines,
wildlife and areas where line may get
caught.
• If you see improperly discarded fishing
line while you are out, pick it up and
stow it to be disposed of later.
Anglers can purchase or make their
own fishing line storage bins to keep with
them while they are fishing so that line
can be stored securely and out of the way.
Products such as the Monomaster and
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line, it is important to ensure that nonmonofilament line and other tackle are
disposed of appropriately. To discard nonmonofilament line, such as braid or wire,
cut the line into 12-inch or smaller pieces
and place into a covered trash receptacle.
Line placed in trash receptacles without
lids can blow out into the environment or
entangle wildlife that are foraging in the
open trash receptacle.
When disposing of other tackle, such as
hooks and lures, it is important to clip off
sharp points to avoid injuring humans and
wildlife that may come in contact with the
discarded tackle. As part of the “Pitch It”
campaign, soft plastic baits with the hook
or jig head removed can be discarded in
special program containers that are separate from monofilament recycling bins.
Learn more about soft bait disposal and the
“Pitch It” campaign by visiting Pledgetopitchit.org.

A homemade storage container
for old fishing line can be made by
cutting an X into the lid of a plastic
container.
Monofilament recycling
Once on shore, monofilament and fluorocarbon line can be recycled in designated
bins found at most boat ramps, piers and
tackle shops. However, anglers should not
use these bins to discard any other type
of fishing line or leader material such as
braid or wire. Also, the bins should not be
used to discard any type of tackle, such as
hooks, lures or soft plastics, which can injure other anglers discarding their fishing
line or the individuals who empty the bins
for recycling.
You can learn how to make your own
monofilament recycling bin by visiting our
FWC Saltwater Fishing YouTube channel
or by participating in the statewide Monofilament Recovery & Recycling Program.
For more information on the statewide
Monofilament Recovery & Recycling Program, visit MRRP.MyFWC.com.

Disposing of non-monofilament
In addition to properly securing and
recycling monofilament and fluorocarbon

Most boat ramps, piers and tackle
shops have designated bins for
disposal of old monofilament and
fluorocarbon line.

Volume 50, Number 3

Reports

Continued from page 4
left Cedar Key around 8:30 after leisurely
breakfast in 8:30, stopped on way out to
catch a live well full of bait, and headed
to the area Mark wanted to try.
Pictured are the two fish Mark (gag
grouper) and I (American red snapper)
caught on the first drop and had in boat
within ten minutes of starting to fish! The
steady action continued ALL DAY LONG,
IN MULTIPLE AREAS. Mark’s largest
grouper was 30 inches, and, mine 28 inches.
Many more were caught and released.
The action star was definitely red snapper, though. I don’t know how many we
caught, and I would guess only two or
three of them were too small. Mark marveled at the numbers. He has fished for
grouper much more than I have and never
remembered seeing so many red snapper.
Maybe, we were just lucky, or they, for
some reason, were concentrated in the area
we fished. That said, it does make one won-

der why the open season this year is slated
to last only three days.
To Illustrate my point. At one area I
elected to try fishing just with a plain jig
head/hook. No bait, no skirt. Just a plain
hook. I caught several red snapper doing
this. Talk about a feeding frenzy.
Mark and I came in about 3:00 p.m., and
I headed back to Gainesville with no fish in
the box yet great memories of an outstanding catch and release day!
Mark was going to be joined by Brian
the next day for fishing and a dive or two,
and Bridget would join him on Friday before he headed back to North Carolina for
the weekend. The weather on Saturday,
March 13th, his departure date, went south.
Talk about timing a week fishing vacation
in Florida well!
Mark, thank you for hosting the trip -—
one I will remember!
[Mark adds] I had a great week and
thanks for taking the time to come out. We
had a great day, no doubt. It was a great
week with Lou, you, spear fishing with
Brian, and then I got to fish a day with my
daughter, Bridget. I have included a couple

pictures of Bridget bringing in a nice catch
and release gag.

Bridget Rustemier with a nice catch
and release gag

Reports on Page 10
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Cedar Key Scallops
and Red Snapper

Running back to Cedar Key the seas
were again flat, and it was an easy run.
Once at Atsena Otie we dropped the hook
and started cleaning scallops.
I’m pleased to say that, while we scalloped, there were no idiots near us and that
everyone was friendly, respectful, courte-

By Brian Kiel

I

’ve https://photos.smugmug.com/CedarKey-1/Cedar-Key-Scallop-2017/iHj5Ktpf/0/3b34be08/XL/P1070216-XL.
jpg been away looking for Megalodon
shark teeth & playing in the woods but I
wanted to report something to say I’m still
around……. this is a tad long with a lot of
photos but it tells a nice story.
With 18 year old Casey home for a
short 4 day holiday break from the summer session at the Univ of Texas at Austin,
he wanted to scallop and do some fishing
before he returned back to UT. It’s been 2
months since we’ve been to Cedar Key, so I
didn’t need any arm twisting…
Technically, we didn’t scallop out of
Cedar Key but instead left the Cedar Key
dock aboard our Plan B Whaler heading 24
miles south to the scallop flats of Crystal
River. It’s a lot easier than trailering the
boat and dealing with the CR trailer ramp
line & parking.

The scallops were abundant

An awesome day!

to anchor up. Visibility was good, around
13 feet, and the tide was incoming. Water
temperature was 88 ˚F.
At the end of our scalloping I was lucky
enough to spot a nice flounder (we always
keep a small weighted float in our zipper
pocket while scalloping so that when we

ous and had safety in mind. It’s not always
that way.

Monday July 3rd :
At 8:00 a.m. the seas were flat, and it
was nice to be able to run at 30 knots. The
plan was to find the scallops, get ‘em cold,
run back to Cedar Key before the storms
kicked up, and then clean scallops off Atsena Otie Key.
The scallop grounds weren’t hard to
find as the scallop fleet at 9:00 was pretty
large already.
With Casey in the water we looked
at 3 different spots before deciding that
there were enough scallops in abundance

Our target for the day

A nice bonus while scalloping
find a flounder we deploy the float, take
a bearing, then swim back to get the pole
spear).
Right before we left I did a quick boat
count within a small 40˚ quadrant and
came up with 100 boats. Applying that
quadrant to the boats surrounding us there
must have been between 400 – 500 boats
scalloping!! I thought that was even more
concentrated boaters than Sport Lobster in
the Keys.

Red Snapper Tuesday July 4th :
Leaving bright n’ early at 8:30 (lol), we
headed off on a quick red snapper trip. It
was going to be a short trip as we wanted
to get back to St. Augustine that evening
to attend a good friend’s Fire Works & Pig
Roast Party. The plan was to find some
snapperss, catch a few, and immediately
head back in.
Once again seas were pretty flat, and
we ran offshore some 20 miles to 48-52 feet.
Going to some of my old bottom numbers
that are at a minimum 8 years old, it took
a while to find the red snappers. Once we
found them, they were quite willing to
play, almost coming to the surface to check
things out.

Caught by a scoop of the net!
Cedar Key on Page 9
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Cedar Key

Continued from page 8

While running to another number, we
passed a small tripletail that wouldn’t eat a
piece of cut bait on a float, so we slowly approached and scooped it up in a net. Too
funny.
At our 7th number we finally found a
number that was holding fish. It’s amazing
how good bottom numbers change with time.
Casey’s girlfriend, Lauren, had never caught
a fish before, but she was a fast learner and
got a quick handle on our 4/0 grouper gear.
She was a trooper!!
The abundant black sea bass were even
more aggressive than the red snappers, so
we kept some for the fish box too. In 48 feet
of water you could watch the bait drop and
watch the fish take up our baits!
With time running out we unfortunately
didn’t play with the red snappers too long, as

Not a bad haul for a short day on
the water.
we had a lot of work to do and miles to cover
before we would make it for the St Augy fireworks.
Hoo Yah!! It doesn’t get much better!!

“All Americans believe that they are
born fishermen. For a man to admit
to a distaste for fishing would be
like denouncing mother-love and
hating moonlight.”
— John Steinbeck
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Time To Get
Crackin’; Spiny
Lobster Seasons
Start Soon
FWC Press Release

the Aug. 6 to March 31 regular season, the
daily recreational bag and on-the-water
possession limit is six spiny lobsters per
person for all Florida waters.

Two-day Sport Season
Bag limits

The 2017 spiny lobster season opens
with the two-day recreational sport season July 26 and 27, followed by the regular
commercial and recreational lobster season, which starts Aug. 6 and runs through
March 31, 2018.
Planning on catching some of these
tasty crustaceans? Here is what you need
to know before you go.

For Monroe County and Biscayne National Park, the daily bag limit is 6; the
possession limit is 12 on July 28th (6 on
July 27th)
Elsewhere, the daily bag limit is 12; the
possession limit is 24 on July 28th (12 on
July 27th).

Where to harvest

No one wants a small lobster for dinner, and recently approved legislation
specifies that each undersize spiny lobster
found in a violator’s possession may be
charged as a separate offense. In addition,
recreational or commercial violators with
100 or more undersized spiny lobsters are
to be charged with a third-degree felony.
Remember to always check the size of
lobster you catch. If the carapace length is
not larger than 3 inches, it may not be harvested. For divers, measuring devices are
required and lobsters must be measured
while they are in the water.

Know where you can go. Lobster harvest is always prohibited in Everglades
National Park, Dry Tortugas National
Park, Biscayne Bay-Card Sound Spiny
Lobster Sanctuary, certain areas of John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, and
no-take areas in the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary. During the two-day
season, all harvest of lobster is prohibited
throughout John Pennekamp Coral Reef
State Park. Visit MyFWC.com/Fishing
and click on “Saltwater,” “Recreational
Regulations,” “Lobster” and “Regulations
for Recreational Harvest and Lobster Information for Monroe County” to learn
more about areas in Monroe County that
are open to spiny lobster harvest.

Bag limits
Stick to the bag and possession limits so there will be enough lobsters for
all your friends and family. During the
two-day spiny lobster sport season, recreational harvesters can take up to six lobsters per person daily in Monroe County
and Biscayne National Park waters or 12
lobsters per person daily in other Florida
waters. You may possess no more than the
daily bag limit of lobsters when you are
on the water. When you are off the water,
you may possess no more than the daily
bag limit on the first day of the sport season and no more than double the daily
bag limit on the second day. See the chart
below for an easy-to-read guide on the
two-day sport season bag limits. During

Size limit

Egg-bearers
To protect the next generation and
your future chances to have lobster for
dinner, harvest of egg-bearing females
is prohibited. Egg-bearing lobsters have
hundreds of thousands of eggs that are
easily visible and attached under the tail.
While most lobsters have completed reproduction by the start of the fishing season, finding lobsters with eggs is common
in July and August.

Nighttime harvest
and bully netting
While the waters may be less crowded
at night, diving for spiny lobsters after the
sun goes down is not allowed in Monroe
County during the two-day sport season.
Bully netting, however, is allowed at
night, and is a popular method of harvest.

Lobster on Page 11
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Reports

Continued from page 7
Regina and I will be back in June to ice
some of those 30 inch grouper!

Steinhatchee
Scallop Report

J

By Charlie Courtney

ust a quick report on 2 scalloping trips
out of Steinhatchee on July 13th and 15th.
On both days we had clean water until the
rising tide and heavy boat traffic stirred up
a lot of particulate matter.
On the 13th we ran north of the river to
collect 4 limits that cleaned out to 3 pounds
13 ounces of meats. Given all the rain in
June, I was surprised to find lots of boats
and clean water only a couple of miles from
Marker 1.
On the 15th we ran south to near Rocky
Creek and again collected 4 limits, which
this time cleaned out to 3 pounds 10 ounces.
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Classified Ads
(As a new service, GOFC Members
may submit fishing and boating
related classified ads free of charge
for inclusion in the newsletter and
magazine.)
Jon Boat for Sale: 2008 Lowe
Model 1652 Roughneck (heavier
gauge aluminum) with 2007 50
hp Mercury 2-stroke engine and
single axle trailer. Includes anchor
and dock lines and all required
safety gear — life jackets, cushion,

flares, anchor, dock lines, paddle,
etc. Rigged to accept a Minn-Kota
trolling motor. $5,000. Contact
Charlie Courtney at 352-222-3708
or courtneych@mac.com.
Canoe for Sale: 17 foot fiberglass
canoe of indeterminate age —
probably 20 years, but it is in good
condition. Includes 2 life jackets,
2 paddles, and 4 foam car topper
cushions. $200. Contact Charlie
Courtney at 352-222-3708 or
courtneych@mac.com.
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Continued from page 9
Keep in mind, bright lights and loud noise
on the water late at night can be disruptive.
Keep lights directed down and avoid shining lights at houses along the shoreline.
Keep sound levels low when near shoreline residences. Bully netters have a right to
fish, but should be courteous of others by
minimizing disruptions and not trespassing on private property.

Whole condition
Bring a cooler big enough to hold the
entire lobster. Spiny lobsters must remain
in whole condition until they are brought
to shore. Also, do not take spiny lobster
with any device that might puncture, penetrate or crush its shell.

Licenses and permits
Make sure to have the proper paperwork. A recreational saltwater fishing

Summer 2017

license and a spiny lobster permit are required to recreationally harvest spiny
lobsters unless you are exempt from recreational license requirements. Information about these licenses and permits is
available online at MyFWC.com/License
or you may purchase your license today at
GoOutdoorsFlorida.com.

Diving safely
Always remember: Safety first. Divers,
even those who wade in, should stay within 300 feet of a properly displayed diversdown warning device (red with a white
diagonal stripe on a flag or buoy, for example) when in open water and within 100
feet of a properly displayed divers-down
warning device if on a river, inlet or navigation channel. Boat operators must slow
to idle speed if they need to travel within
300 feet of a divers-down warning device
in open water or 100 feet of one on a river,
inlet or navigational channel.
Divers-down warning symbols displayed on vessels must be at least 20 inches
by 24 inches. If you are using a flag, a stiff-

ener is required to keep it unfurled, it must
be displayed from the highest point of the
vessel, must be visible from all directions
and must be displayed only when divers
are in the water. So when the divers are out
of the water, don’t forget to take it down.
Divers-down symbols towed by divers must be at least 12 inches by 12 inches.
More information on divers-down warning devices is available online at MyFWC.
com/Boating by clicking on “Boating Regulations.”

“The reason many fisherman aren’t
successful is that you have to be at
least half as smart as your quarry to
catch them!”
— Sum Wonelse
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Men’s Ellett Point Standings
20 July 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Morales, Carlos

30.5

22.43

1.62

15.64

29.03

13.85

2.00

18.18

10.63

18.48

18.50

15.95

7.23

21.96

7.25

22.24

2.44

10.83

6.30

Pedersen, Tim

17.83

13.11

2.2

21.24

52.40

25.00

1.23

11.18

10.27

17.86

10.75

9.27

7.66

23.27

5.70

17.48

5.63

25.00

4.10

Cooper, Virgil

19.1

14.04

2.02

19.50

31.54

15.05

2.27

20.64

14.35

24.96

9.94

8.57

8.06

24.48

6.45

19.79

2.79

12.39

Reed, Dale

21.99

16.17

1.93

18.63

19.75

9.42

2.68

24.36

10.63

18.49

29.00

25.00

6.37

19.35

5.93

18.19

1.49

Creamer, Travis

0.01

0.01

2.5

24.13

40.00

19.08

0.00

9.47

16.46

7.42

6.40

2.80

8.51

4.66

14.29

34

25.00

1.202

11.60

0.00

6.31

5.44

4.45

13.52

5.00

0.01

0.01

1.05

10.14

20.87

7.67

6.61

4.81

14.62

Magnifico, Justin

0.00

2.59

25.00

0.00

4.20

McElroy, Ross

0.00

1.21

11.68

6.28

14.25

1.625

15.69

Byatt, John
Ellett, Ed

Horn, Phil

19.38

Wilson, Hal
Hilton, Chic

33.52

Bonus
points

Total
points

25.00

6

190.56

16.27

12

191.68

5.42

21.51

9

189.92

6.62

1.69

6.70

9

171.92

4.20

18.65

3.40

13.49

12

133.02

15.34

3.92

17.41

4.13

16.37

3

132.67

2.77

8.50

3.94

17.50

2.75

10.91

6

114.50

12.76

5.31

16.29

2.90

12.88

2.47

9.80

6

114.61

6.00

18.23

6.85

21.01

2.79

12.39

3.82

15.16

6

108.93

7.78

0.00

2.75

25.00

25.13

11.99

0.81

7.36

19.20

9.16

2.50

22.73

0.00

0.00

2.00

18.18

0.00

0.00

0.00

5.50

4.74

23.63

4.82

14.79

2.10

9.33

5.17

20.50

3

105.92

1.70

15.45

0.00

18.90

16.29

0.00

6.96

21.35

2.29

10.17

2.99

11.87

6

88.53

0.00

0.00

7.25

6.25

0.00

5.99

18.37

2.18

9.68

2.63

10.42

6

75.37

11.45

0.00

14.50

12.50

0.00

0.00

2.23

9.90

2.18

8.65

3

68.29

20.10

0.00

0.00

0.00

15.50

7.40

24.65

0.00

0.00

22.78

0.00

12.00

7.29

Patterson, David

0.00

Mcdavid, Elliott

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

17.33

8.23

25.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

42.33

Shands, Joe

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.50

19.74

8.15

25.00

0.00

0.00

0

44.74

Studstill, Coldby

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.16

12.76

2.35

10.44

3.07

12.18

3

38.38

Rose, Jerry

0.00

0.00

0.00

5.81

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.05

12.42

1.35

5.99

1.96

7.78

3

35.00

Maynard, Glenn

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

5.90

18.10

1.94

8.61

0.00

6

32.71

Haberman, Mark

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.19

18.99

0.00

0.00

3

21.99

Roy, Russ

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.00

18.40

0.00

0.00

3

21.40

Wagner, Phil

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

10.83

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3

38.83

Cutright, Jack

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

7.42

0.00

0.00

3

10.42

Reed, Nick

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6

6.00

Acomb, Glenn

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3

3.00

2.36

1.26

0.64

14.38

25.00

12.56

2.42

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings
20 July 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

Patrick, John

17.58

15.16

0.00

Knopf, Debby

28.81

24.84

0.00

18.98

19.00

0.00

29

25.00

0.00

24.97

25.00

0.00

Knopf, Ken

0.00

Understanding The
John Ellett Contest
By Brian Kiel

T

he John Ellett contest is a club contest
that runs one year long and pits club
members against each other in a friendly
fishing contest encompassing three categories: male, female, and youth (under 16). A
simplified formula awards points on a relative basis based on the heaviest fish of each
species.
Each species category has a maximum
of 25 points and points are totaled to give
an overall Ellett standing. For example, if
the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb trout,
this trout would receive the maximum 25
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1.28

Grouper

25.00

pts
0.00

8.02

King
Mackerel
6.38

25.00
0.00

pts
5.70

Redfish
6.63

0.00
27.94

25.00

3.18

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Total
points

25.00

4.96

23.75

4.06

25.00

6

150.61

0.00

5.22

25.00

3.84

23.63

0.00

6

123.47

11.98

3.83

18.34

3.23

19.88

0.00

6

131.20

points, while a trout weighing half of that
weight (3 lb) would receive half of the 25
points (12.5 pts). A 1.5 lb trout would receive 6.25 pts. Current Ellett standings are
printed regularly in the Club’s newsletter,
magazine, and on the GOFC website.
It’s easy to participate in the contest. All
that’s required is that you submit a weigh
slip of any or all of the ten species the club
fishes for: spotted seatrout, redfish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, kingfish, Spanish
mackerel, greater amberjack, bluefish, and
grouper. Weigh slips are available at every
GOFC meeting, or can be submitted online
using the GOFC electronic entry form.
Any scale can be used to estimate the
fish weight, however, when a fish exceeds
the maximum weight for a particular species (see below on weigh slip under Spe-

4.05 25.00

Bonus
points

cial Catches), that fish must be weighed on
a State certified scale like those found in
commercial establishments that use a scale
to determine the value of an item sold to
the public. Grocery stores like Publix, Winn
Dixie, etc. or a fish house like Northwest
Seafood in Gainesville will usually weigh
fish, if asked nicely. The weight should
be noted on a receipt or store weigh slip,
signed by the individual weighing the fish,
and attached to the GOFC weigh slip to be
turned into the club. The club Weighmaster keeps a certified club scale at home for
members to use (contact the GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper).
To win the contest you don’t have to
catch the largest fish, just catch as many of

Ellett on Page 13
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Women’s Ellett Point Standings
20 July 2017
GOFC member
Morales, Nia

Amberjack

pts

32

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

0.94

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

7.29

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Bonus
points

Total
points

3.64

25.00

0.00

0.00

25.00

0.00

0.00

25.00

5.10

25.00

1.75

25.00

25.00

0

150.00

Ellett, Marcia

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3.02

14.80

1.74

24.86

0.00

3

42.66

Mertz, Michaela

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.21

20.64

0.00

0.00

3

23.64

Cutright, Melvina

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2.86

14.02

0.00

0.00

3

17.02

Rose, Brandi

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

10.43

3.04

10.43

Youth Ellett Point Standings
20 July 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Wagner, Reid

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

10.84

10.79

0.00

0.00

Wagner, Ryan

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

25.13

25.00

0.00

0.00

Spanish
Mackerel
3.83

pts

Trout

pts

Bonus
points

Total
points

25.00

0.00

0

35.79

0.00

0.00

0

25.00

Ellett

Continued from page 12
the 10 species as you can (hopefully a couple will be heavy fish). Participation in club
events also helps as points are awarded for
participation in club Tournaments (3 pts)
and Funaments (1 pts). Awards are given
to three places with the top male & female
angler receiving a coveted inscribed pewter
plate from the Ellett family, who happen to
have sponsored this contest since its inception. The Ellett contest dates run from January 1st to December 31st with awards given
out during the March Awards Banquet.
In addition to the Ellett awards, the
club also gives awards and recognition for
the heaviest three fish of each species. The
club also maintains a list of GOFC Record
Catches that include 109 species, so keep
any species that is either not noted or exceeds the record. You can also submit a
weigh slip for one of the “Other Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) to be computed
for a separate award following the same
guidelines for Special Catches.
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HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Enjoy the Summer Chasing
Scallops, Fish, Lobster & Fun

The Doors Are Always Open At...

www.MillersBoating.com
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