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Events Calendar
Monthly Meetings
Monthly club meetings are held on the fourth
Tuesday of each month (note that this is not
the last Tuesday in those months having 5
Tuesdays). Fellowship begins at 7:00 p.m.,
with the meeting program beginning at 7:30.
No monthly meetings are held in February,
June, August, November or December,
being replaced, respectively, by the Seafood
and Awards Banquet, Fish Fry, Annual
Social, the Cookout & Auction, and your
own Christmas holiday activities. The GOFC
Board of Directors meets at 7:00 p.m. at the
Northwest Grill the 1st Tuesday of the month.
Interested GOFC members may attend.
Coming Events
The April 25th Monthly Meeting will feature
Captain Clay Shidler, of Hang’em High Sport
Fishing charter, who will discuss both inshore
and offshore fishing in our area (mostly out of
Crystal River / Homosassa).
The annual Cobiathon/Mac Attack will be
held on Saturday, April 29th at Cedar Key. All
captains must register their boats in advance
to qualify for prizes. Start time is 6:30 a.m., and
weigh-in closes at 4:30 p.m. Anglers must be in
line by 4:30pm to have their fish counted.
The next tournament is our annual Spring
Toiurnament to be held May 15th at Crystal
River. Start time is at safe light (5:55 a.m.),
and weigh-in closes at 5:00 p.m. Weight in
will be at the Ft. Island Boat Ramp Pavillions
(Participants must be “in line of sight” of the
scales by the end of weigh in time to be able to
weigh fish). All captains are required to sign-up
for the tournament in advance. Stick around
after weigh-in for some delicious foods!

Cover
Dale Reed won the 2017 photo contest with this
picture of his Homosassa grouper bycatch, a
toadfish.
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Longer Gag Grouper
Season in Gulf 4-County
Region
FWC Press Release

A

t its April meeting in Tallahassee, the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) discussed the future management of Gulf of Mexico gag
grouper and approved a draft proposal to extend the
recreational season in state waters off Franklin, Wakulla,
Jefferson and Taylor counties.
State waters off of these four counties are currently
open from April 1 through June 30, but FWC has received stakeholder requests for a longer season. Gulf
state waters outside of that area and all Gulf federal waters are open June 1 through Dec. 31.
The Commission’s draft proposal would keep the
current April 1 through June 30 season and add a fall
open season from Sept. 1 through Dec. 31. This proposal
will be brought back before the Commission at the July
meeting for a final public hearing.

FWC approves 78-day
recreational red snapper
2017 season in Gulf
waters
FWC Press Release
At its April meeting in Tallahassee, the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) set the
2017 Gulf state waters recreational red snapper season.
The 78-day Gulf recreational red snapper season will
be as follows:
• Open Saturdays and Sundays in May starting the
first Saturday in May.
• Open daily starting the Saturday before Memorial
Day (May 27) through Sunday following Independence Day (July 9).
• Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays in September
and October, plus Labor Day (Sept. 4).
• The federal seasons for private recreational anglers
and federally-permitted charter boats and head boats
in Gulf federal waters have not yet been announced
by NOAA Fisheries.
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President’s
Message

2017 Federal Red
Snapper Season

By Justin Magnifico

NOAA Fsheries Press Release

verything is going well — we have
great speakers lined up for the upcoming meetings. My focus for the rest of the
year will be on our learnaments. We have
a mackerel learnament coming up on April
29 . Any members with boats who would be
willing to assist in getting the new members
out for these learnaments please let Dale or
me know. Dates for upcoming Learnaments
will be discussed at next board meeting and
posted next month.

National Marine Fisheris Service
(NMFS) can not produce final 2017 federal
recreational season length projections until after the Gulf States have set their state
water seasons. This year, 77%-79% of the
private angler annual catch target is expected to be harvested within the state water seasons, and NMFS will set the federal
season based on the remainder. NMFS has
committed to announcing the 2017 federal
private and for-hire red snapper seasons by
May 1, at the latest.
A recent court decision overturned Reef
Fish Amendment 28, which shifted the red
snapper allocation from the historical 51%
commercial and 49% recreational to 48.5%
commercial and 51.5% recreational. The allocation shift in Amendment 28 was a result
of recalibration of recreational landings data
to the recreational sector. Consequently, the
red snapper allocation will revert back to

E
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the historical level. The Council decided to
begin exploring other mechanisms to reallocate red snapper at the June meeting.
The Council decided to initiate a framework action that considers adjusting the
buffer that sets the recreational red snapper annual catch target at 20% below the
annual catch limit. That buffer was put in
to place as an in-season accountability measure to decrease the probability that landings exceed the quota.
The Council voted to begin developing
amendments that consider allowing Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama to manage
their harvest of recreational red snapper
out to 200 nautical miles. Each state would
be allotted their historical per centage of
the gulf-wide recreational harvest, and the
program would be considered for the years
2019-2021.
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Fishing Reports & Forecasts

All GOFC Members Are Invited to Submit Reports of Their Latest Fishing Trips

Our fishing report section include reports for the previous 3 months of fishing activity. In addition to our
regular contributors, all GOFC members are urged to send us their reports for inclusion in the member
reports section of the next quarter’s issue of Big Bend Angler. By tracking these reports over the year,
readers should gain a stronger understanding of how things change with the seasons and what to do
about it, so that you too can catch your share of the big ones.

Trolling for Kings
By Travis Creamer

T

im and I started the day trolling the
reef for some Spanish with the hopes of
catching a decent size king or two, which
never happened. Instead, we ended up losing almost all of our lures to those hungry
little Spanish!
Late in the evening it was as flat as
glass, so we decided to try another spot we
have about 13 miles out. We started with
the some Stretch 25s out the sides and one
spoon out long. I managed to catch one legal sized gag — too bad they’re not in season yet.
After about ten minutes of trolling the
spoon on top started screaming! I yelled,
“Timmy, king on top!” I slowed the boat
a little and proceeded to reel in the two
down rods. Tim got the fish alongside the
boat where I gaffed the fish and pulled it in.
It ended up being a respectable 6 pounds,
nothing huge, but still a king.

Nothing like returning to port with a
limit of kings in the box and a beautiful
sunset at your back.
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After we celebrated, we started again,.
This time I hooked one down deep on the
Stretch 25+ and put it in the boat. Again,
it was about the same size as the last. We
caught a few more and released them.
We then decided to just run two spoons
and troll at 5.5-6.5 mph to see what we
could hook into. We ended up catching 17
kingfish in total, all safely released except
for our limit. The biggest was 10 pounds
and another at 7 pounds made some great
smoked dip. We watched the sunset over
the Gulf and than decided to call it a day,
and what a day it was!

Winter Time Kayak
Fishing

T

By Carlos Morales

his winter has certainly been my kind
of weather. Daily highs in the 70s, with
water temperatures in the low to mid 60s.
With weather this perfect, you’d be foolish to pass up fishing the inshore flats and
creeks as much as possible.
With that in-mind, Nia and I headed
off for a day of kayak fishing the Nature
Coast. We followed our normal “hardcore
angler” schedule of sleeping in, and being
at the ramp at the daylight-breaking hour
of 11:00 a.m.
Unfortunately for me, there wasn’t as
much water as I had planned. Fortunately
for Nia, I also moonlight as a kayak chauffeur service.

Carlos the Chauffeur at your
service, m’am
After dragging us a few hundred feet
through soft mud, we made our paddle to
our first spot: a pair of small creek mouths
with some deep troughs and plenty of incoming water.
We setup our The Slick lures, and began working them slowly. We had perfect
position – wind at our back and tide coming at us – maximizing the distance of our
casts.
It didn’t take long before we started
to get our first few hits. Nothing major at
first (just a few small trout), but then some
“dead weight”… the classic flounder ‘take’
(or what normally ends up being a big
clump of grass). I grab the net, and Nia records her first flounder of the year; a 13”
specimen at 0.94 pound. Not a scale-buster,
but enough for the Ellet board. She went on
to hook, but lose, another 3 flounder that
day.
My flounder-luck was slightly worse,
losing what appeared to be a ~1.5 pound
specimen right at the boat – again, another classic flounder move… never being
hooked!
Some minutes past, and while still
working the Slick lures, Nia hooks into
something big. Now, the 6 pound braid

Reports on Page 7
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Cobia Fishing in
the Big Bend
by Captain Jay Peacock

T

he neat thing about cobia fishing is
that you can catch a really big fish in
a small boat relatively close to shore. You
do not need to have a big offshore boat to
catch these strong fish that can easily grow
to 100 pounds or more. A small flats skiff
can catch a cobia off channel markers or
on the flats better than a larger boat. Large
offshore boat do have the advantage of letting you fish the more offshore cobia locations, but they are by no means necessary
to catch a big cobia.
Cobia typically show up in our area in
April and stay until around October. Early
and late in the cobia season you are most
likely to catch a nice sized cobia on the
more offshore spots like wrecks or artificial
and natural reefs. May through September
cobia are just as likely to be found on channel markers or on the flats as offshore.
There are two characteristics about cobia that stand out. First, they like structure,
especially high vertical structure. If I am
cobia fishing, you can bet there is some
kind of structure nearby. Offshore that
structure could be a reef or better yet a
wreck. Inshore that structure is most commonly a channel marker, but it could be a
deep hole or deep channel in a grass flat or
the edge of a bar.
Second, cobia are very curious and typically not boat shy at all. They sometimes
come up to a boat or follow a hooked fish
to the surface just to see what the heck is
going on. This is when it pays to have a cobia jig already tied to a sturdy spinning rod
and ready to go. I always have such a setup
handy when fishing during the months cobia are present.
You have two options when cobia
fishing. Method #1, the “Run and Gun”
technique, is a favorite of people that like
to always be on the move. This method
requires at least two persons in the boat,
one to drive the boat and the second to cast
lures or baits to markers or sighted cobia.
The most popular cobia lures for this technique are jigs, either bucktails or eel jigs.
The most effective bait for this technique in
my opinion is LIVE bait (pinfish, catfish or
pigfish) hooked on a one ounce jig through
the mouth (up through the chin and out
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the roof of this mouth and nose). Heavy
spinning tackle works best for the Run and
Gun method. I use a 30 – 50 pound 7’ Ugly
Stik spinning rod combined with the largest Shimano Spheros reel spooled with 50
pound braid for this task.
Method #2 for cobia is the “Chum, Bait
and Wait” method. This technique requires
frozen blocks of chum and the same live
baits outlined in Option #1. Don’t be afraid
to use a big bait – cobia get very large and
can easily suck down the biggest pinfish or
pigfish, catfish, etc., you might catch.
First anchor up current of a likely cobia spot and tie a large float like a bleach
bottle or anchor ball to your anchor lines so
you can throw it out quickly if you need to
chase a cobe. Even if you don’t really need
to chase the fish, throwing the anchor line
off the boat and allowing the wind and tide
to move you away from the spot can be
extremely helpful when you have a cobia
hooked near a marker.
Put out your chum block behind the
boat and start rigging or deploying baits.
I like to put one or two baits on the bottom
and another near the surface under a float.
I use grouper class conventional style rod/
reels — or maybe slightly lighter — for cobia around structure, as you may need that
kind of stopping power to horse a cobia
away from a marker or other structure.
For terminal tackle I typically use two
or three feet of 60 pound mono leader with
an 8/0 circle hook. I use as little lead as I
can get away with to hold the bait on the
bottom when bottom fishing for them and
no lead when fishing under a float. For a
float I either use a small balloon or a large
Cajun Thunder.
While fishermen sometimes luck into a
cobia while trolling for grouper or drifting
the flats for trout, most cobia are caught
by people specifically targeting them. You
need to put in the time, often one or two
dedicated cobia fishing trips, to consistently catch these bruisers. Be patient and
don’t give up.
Cobia are a great species to target in
the hot summer months of July and August when practically nothing is biting.
A typical cobia fishing day for me at that
time of year consists of launching around
daybreak and starting the day by catching bait. Either hook and lining with small
gold hooks or sabiki rigs tipped with
squid tentacles and/or using a pinfish trap
works well. Once I have enough bait I will

usually fish three or four of my favorite
cobia spots using the Chum, Bait and Wait
method. Although I might use the Run and
Gun method between my favorite spots
when passing likely looking markers, this
technique is rarely effective for me. Once
I have had enough of cobia fishing, I will
often either fish for kings and Spanish on
nearshore reefs or try my luck at redfish if
the tides are right. Another good option is
to get the heck off the water before it gets
really hot and the thunderstorms start to
roll in.
One last tip about cobia fishing around
channel markers. Cobia move all around
the water column and are not necessarily
near the surface where you can see them.
Do not assume that because you have
cruised by a channel marker and don’t see
a cobia that one isn’t there. Even throwing
a jig around a marker often does not elicit
a strike, even though one or more cobia are
hanging out near the marker. I really think
it pays to anchor up and fish a marker with
live bait, or at least drift a jig with a live
bait on it a few times past the marker before writing it off as having no cobes.

Sturgeon returning
to the Suwannee
River
FWC News Release
Gulf sturgeon have begun their annual
migration back into the Suwannee River,
according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. With low water levels this spring, sturgeon may jump
more frequently than in previous years. As
river levels drop, the jumping frequency
increases.
“The best course of action is to go slow,
wear your life jacket and keep people
off the bow of the boat,” said Maj. Andy
Krause, FWC regional commander. Going
slow is recommended to reduce the risk of
impact and to have more reaction time if a
jumping sturgeon is encountered.
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Salmon Mooching
By Lou Graf

M

ooching for salmon is about as far
as you can get from fishing the Big
Bend. Everything about it is different.
Here is the low down . . . every fall
along the Pacific coast of British Columbia
and Alaska the salmon come in from the
ocean in huge numbers, heading for the
many rivers in an effort to return to the exact spot in the exact river where they, themselves, were spawned. Canadian scientists
have determined that they find their way
by scent, but who really knows.
Before the salmon take on the arduous
trip up stream – we have all seen it on TV
- and while still in coastal waters, they are
under intense pressure to eat as much as
they can and bulk up before heading up
stream - Good news for fishermen! Depending on location the annual salmon run
last from as little as two months to almost
3 ½ months. Indeed, Kodiak bears are bigger because Kodiak Island experiences the
longest salmon run, almost a full month
longer than anywhere else.
There are a lot of outfitters in British
Columbia catering to the salmon crowd.
I used Legacy Lodge at Rivers Inlet. The
floating facility is located just east of the
north end of Vancouver Island on the
mainland of Canada. We flew in to the
lodge by float plane — the nearest road is
200 miles away.
Once there we had our own personal
17 foot Scout center console complete with

Lou and Jan Graf with a fat Salmon.
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60 hp Yamaha, VHF radio, GPS and depth
sounder. Guides are available to show you
how to do it and will assist you at anytime,
but for the most part you are on your own.
The preferred fishing method is called
“mooching.” A mooching rod and reel
look a lot like a fly-fishing outfit. The rod
is thin and at least 8 feet long. The reel has
no gears (direct drive). Its only function is
a drag (which you set very lightly). To let
out line you have to manually grab the line
near the reel, and extend your arm – discharging around 2 feet of line at a time –
this is called a “pull” – for there is no free
spool. The talk at the dock and on the radio
will always be centered on how many pulls
you were fishing.
With a fish on taking line the crank
handle spins wildly (Ergo its nick name
“knuckle buster”). When you get a strike it
is more than a little challenging to grab the
spinning handle as it goes by to attempt
to control the fish and create the proper
amount of drag. Remember, as long as the
fish is taking line the reel handle is spinning. Salmon are hard strikers, make long
runs, and jump every bit as much as a dolphin.
For bait we used dead herring plugs
with a 2 ounce weight, no leader – just 20
pound mono.
With baits down, rods in holders starboard, port and aft, it is time to “mooch”.
This involves constantly putting the motor
in and out of gear so as to keep the baits
slowly moving forward and, if rigged
right, spinning. The theory being the spinning baits will flash and attract more fish.
The average size salmon is around 15
pounds, with 40 plus pounders not uncommon. The daily limit in British Columbia is
four per angler. My wife, Jan, and I, being
total newbies at this managed to bring back
over 100 pounds of dressed salmon filets.
The service at the lodge is 5 Star, all you
do is fish: bring your boat into the dock
and the staff will mark your catch, clean it,
flash freeze it for you, and have it boxed for
the flight home. They also clean the boat,
replace any tackle, supply rain suits, and
basically treat you like royalty.
While the fishing is really good, it is
half the reason to go. The scenery and
wildlife are spectacular. The water drops
off steeply, 200 feet from shore you can be
in 500 to 800 feet of water, and in the fall
it is full of whales. We had several humpback whales breach very close to the boat.

Bears are on the beach, bald eagles in the
trees, otters are hanging out at the marina,
and seals (which are everywhere) will occasionally eat your catch before you can get
it to the boat. On the down side it rains, on
average, 200 days a year.

Be Careful When
Setting a Goal

I

By Chic Hinton

hate needles (shots) and I don’t like to
go to the dentist; however, that turned
out to be the winning combination for me
on a recent fishing trip. I was fortunate to
tag along with Ken Knopf and Dale Reed
in search of amberjack before the season
closed in March.
After catching pinfish on the reef and
then stopping for some larger grunts for
bait, we headed 70 miles offshore to a wreck
in 120 feet. After catching and releasing a
dozen or more AJ’s and still searching for
a nice keeper, Dale brought a big one onboard. As the net man, I was trying to get
the hook untangled from the net when the
AJ decided it could jump out of the boat.
In the process it stuck the hook thru my
thumb. Not just any hook but a monster,
extra strong tempered, circle hook.
It happened so fast I don’t remember
the instant pain, but just looking at it and
thinking OMG! I do remember it being a
tense minute while Dale worked to separate the hook in my thumb from the jig
hook in the lively AJ’s mouth.
Then came the realization that we were
70 miles offshore, with only one iced fish,
and we have a problem. Capt. Ken went to
his first aid kit which only contained some
gauze, rubber gloves, needle and some Novocaine. Then there was 10-15 minutes of
pushing and shoving trying to remove the
hook while I was thanking the Lord for the
Novocain that Ken injected in my thumb.
The Captain and mate got the barb of
the hook thru my thumb but broke the
pliers trying to cut the barb off. During

Goal on Page 9
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Continued from page 4
on her ultralight Shimano Sahara 1000 reel
makes a pinfish seem big, but this fish was
proper big. At this point I was in full wading mode, giving my new waders a tryout.
I stood by her boat, in about 2.5 feet of water, net in hand, waiting for the fish to approach.
Finally I get a glimpse: a very nice redfish, but with the cool water temperatures
and strong current, this fish had plenty of
life left in it, so the fight continued.
After about 5 minutes or so, Nia is
able to bring the fish close enough that I
can walk over and safely net it. My eyes
go huge, some high fives are had, and the
scales and camera come out
At 26 inches and 7.29 pounds, this redfish was the biggest she has ever caught.
We got a pair of weights from our GOFCcertified Boga Grip and digital scale, and
released the redfish.
It wasn’t much longer after the redfish
that we began to get some sporadic trout

Nia’s personal record redfish . . .
hits. A few missed encounters here and
there, and Nia brings to the boat another
personal record: a 3.64 pound / 23 inch
spotted seatrout.
Eventually the tide begins to slow, and
the bite shuts down in this particular spot.
So, we decide to head out into deeper water to see if the fish have moved out of the
creek to prepare for the falling tide.
We pull up our stick-it anchors, and
drift all of 100 feet before we redeploy our
anchors to work the broader flat. On my
very first cast I get a solid trout smack and
hookup. The fish quickly comes to the surface, some 100 feet away, and while it’s not

. . . and Nia’s personal record trout
putting up too much of a fight I can tell it’s
a solid trout. The closer the fish gets the nicer it looks, but to be honest it wasn’t fighting particularly hard.
Finally, I get the fish within net range,
and only then do I realize this is no ordinary trout. This is a gator. Trying to solo net
a fish is frustrating enough. Trying to solo
net a trophy fish that keeps slipping away
will drive you crazy. Luckily, I managed to
scoop the beast up. He barely fits in the net,
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Photo Contest
Winners

T

hanks to everyone for entering
the 2016 GOFC Photo Contest. We
had almost 50 entries.
The first place winner (Right) is a
photo taken by Dale Reed of of a toadfish.
Second place (below) went to
Mark Haberman for this nice shot of a
grinning angler with a big cobia.
Carlos Morales won third place
(Page 9 top left) this nice photo of a
trout caught on a fly.

First Place ($100): “Alien” by Dale Reed

Second Place ($50): “Guess Whose Back” by Mark Haberman

Reports on Page 9
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Goal

Continued from page 6

Third Place ($25): “Release the Reds” by Carlos Morales

the process I was threating to turn on the
EPRIB and radio the Coast Guard. LOL
Finally they got the hook removed.
Once medical waste was disposed at sea
there was a brief Captain /crew discussion
about returning to shore. Knowing that if
I was the cause to return without an AJ, I
would never get another chance to fish with
these guys again so I said I’m fine, let’s fish.
With no way of bandaging my thumb
I put a piece of gauze on it and held it in
place with a red balloon. It wasn’t long
before I was able to put a 33 pound AJ on
ice. After another hour of fishing I landed
another one estimated at 75 pounds, which
we released.

Ouch!

Honorable Mention: “Trout on a Fly” by Carlos
Morales

After releasing about 3 dozen AJ’s, Ken
and Dale each iced theirs, and we headed
in, stopping several times on the way home
to catch and release more AJ’s, gags and red
snappers.
Two days later I finally went to the doctor and then to a hand surgeon to clean
out the wound and remove a piece of the
barb that broke off. If after reading this you
haven’t already thought about it, please
watch some YouTube videos on hook removal and restock your first aid kit.
Don’t set your goal to catch a big one,
rather, to catch a big FISH.

Honorable Mention: “Bluefish or Bust” by Ed
Ellett
Spring 2017
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Continued from page 7
and the shock is starting to set in. I think
this is a new personal best. The scales come
out and confirm it: 6.3 pounds, ~28 inches.
Prior to this beauty, my personal (nature coast) best had been 5.2 pounds (while
I would love to count it, the largest trout
I’ve ever caught came from the pole+troll
zone of mosquito lagoon, at around 7.5
pounds).
Like Nia’s redfish before, the hook in
this trout popped right out while we still
had this beauty in the net. After a pair of
good weights, and a measurement, we sent
her swimming off, with a strong release.

Federal King
Mackerel Limit
Increase

Nia with an inshore slam, including
two personal bests, and me with a personal
best trout; all in one day. Now that’s winter-time kayak fishing!

Gulf Council Press release

N
Carlos responds with his own
personal best Big Bend trout.
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OAA has approved an increase in the
recreational bag limit for Gulf of Mexico king mackerel from two to three fish per
person per day beginning May 11th. FWC
has announce that the limit in State waters
also will be increased to three May 11th to
match the new Federal limit.
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2017 Lionfish
Challenge
FWC News Release

F

WC staff gave a report to the Commission reviewing the successes and
lessons learned from the 2016 lionfish removal incentive programs and proposing
the implementation of a new and exciting
statewide 2017 Lionfish Challenge.
More than 164,000 lionfish were removed from Florida waters between May
and December 2016 thanks to members of
the public who participated in commercial
harvest, recreational incentive programs
and fishing tournaments.
The newly proposed four-month statewide program for 2017 will include prizes
and reward tiers and, for the first time,
separate categories for recreational and
commercial harvesters in an effort to better
celebrate the lionfish removal contributions
of both groups. The winners from these
categories will be crowned the Lionfish
King/Queen and Commercial Champion,
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respectively, along with a variety of incentives and rewards provided to participants
across the duration of the Challenge.
“It is promising to hear the FWC’s removal incentive programs are effectively
encouraging divers to remove lionfish to a
point that stakeholders are reporting fewer
lionfish on easily accessible reefs,” said
Chairman Brian Yablonski. “The agency is
committed to continually trying new and
innovative ways to combat this invasion,
and to control the lionfish population.”
The Challenge begins on Lionfish Removal and Awareness Day, the first Saturday after Mother’s Day (May 20, 2017),
and continues through Labor Day, Sept. 4.
Participants that remove at least 25 lionfish
recreationally or 25 pounds commercially
(with a saltwater products license) will gain
entry into the program and be rewarded
with the opportunity to take an additional
spiny lobster each day during the two-day
sport season (July 26-27, 2017), as well as
receive a newly updated 2017 commemorative coin and T-shirt.
The FWC hopes to see the public rally
behind the effort and remove at least 50,000

lionfish statewide in 2017/2018 through
the Lionfish Challenge and other removal
activities.
Program details and information on
how to participate will be posted on MyFWC.com/Lionfish.
The FWC is also hosting a lionfish
awareness event along with Diving Equipment & Marketing Association (DEMA) at
the Florida Capitol Courtyard in Tallahassee from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 25.
Attend this event for a chance to taste lionfish and learn more about the invasion.

“Men and fish are alike. They both
get into trouble when they open
their mouths.”
— Author Unknown
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Men’s Ellett Point Standings
20 April 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

Morales, Carlos

30.5

22.43

1.2

Pedersen, Tim

17.83

13.11

2

Cooper, Virgil

19.1

14.04

2.02

19.50

0.00

0.00

1

9.65

0.00

14.25

1.625

15.69

0.00

McElroy, Ross

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

11.58

0.00

0.80

19.31

0.00

1.23

Horn, Phil

19.38

Reed, Dale

21.99

16.17

0.00

Byatt, John

34

25.00

0.00

0.00

Wilson, Hal

0.00

0.00

0.00

Ellett, Ed

0.00

10.14

0.00

Creamer, Travis

0.00

0.00

0.00

Magnifico, Justin

0.00

Hilton, Chic

33.52

1.05
2.59

25.00

19.75

15.01

25.00

2.00
1.46

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Bonus
points

Total
points

10.00

0.00

18.50

23.01

7.23

21.96

7.25

22.24

2.06

13.59

6.30

25.00

3

152.81

15.38

0.00

10.75

13.37

7.66

23.27

5.70

17.48

3.79

25.00

4.10

16.27

6

149.18

0.00

0.00

6.70

8.33

8.06

24.48

6.45

19.79

1.61

10.62

5.42

21.51

3

121.27

25.00

0.00

0.00

6.00

18.23

6.85

21.01

2.79

18.40

3.82

15.16

3

110.45

0.00

0.00

0.00

7.78

23.63

4.82

14.79

2.10

13.85

5.17

20.50

3

105.70
119.48

18.25

0.00

0.00

6.37

19.35

5.93

18.19

1.49

9.83

1.69

6.70

6

0.00

0.00

4.63

5.75

3.88

11.77

5.00

15.34

2.75

18.14

4.13

16.37

0

92.37

1.70

21.25

0.00

18.90

23.51

0.00

6.96

21.35

0.80

5.28

2.99

11.87

3

86.25

0.81

10.13

0.00

0.00

0.00

19.00

0.00

0.00

4.81

14.62

2.77

8.50

2.72

17.96

2.75

10.91

3

75.25

9.23

2.80

8.51

4.66

14.29

2.90

19.13

2.64

10.48

6

67.63

0.00

0.00

3.10

9.42

5.31

16.29

0.00

2.47

9.80

3

82.51

0.00

0.00

5.99

18.37

0.00

2.63

10.42

3

56.44

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

50.00

0.00

0.00

0

44.74
43.44

24.65

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Mcdavid, Elliott

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Shands, Joe

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Studstill, Coldby

0.00

0.00

0.00

Rose, Jerry

0.00

0.00

Haberman, Mark

0.00

Roy, Russ
Maynard, Glenn

7.42

25.00

8.23

25.00

0.00

0.00

6.50

19.74

8.15

25.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.16

12.76

2.35

15.50

3.07

12.18

3

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.05

12.42

1.35

8.91

1.96

7.78

0

29.11

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.19

18.99

0.00

0.00

3

21.99

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

6.00

18.40

0.00

0.00

3

21.40

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

5.90

18.10

0.00

0.00

3

21.10

Patterson, David

0.00

0.00

0.00

15.75

0.00

18.03

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

33.78

Cutright, Jack

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

7.42

0.00

0.00

3

10.42

Reed, Nick

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3

3.00

Acomb, Glenn

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3

3.00

1.26

20.10

14.50

2.42

Elite Angler Ellett Point Standings
20 April 2017
GOFC member
Patrick, John
Knopf, Ken
Knopf, Debby

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Grouper

pts

15.16

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

29

25.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

28.81

24.84

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

By Brian Kiel
he John Ellett contest is a club contest
that runs one year long and pits club
members against each other in a friendly
fishing contest encompassing three categories: male, female, and youth (under 16). A
simplified formula awards points on a relative basis based on the heaviest fish of each
species.
Each species category has a maximum
of 25 points and points are totaled to give
an overall Ellett standing. For example, if
the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb trout,
this trout would receive the maximum 25
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pts

17.58

Understanding The
John Ellett Contest

T

Flounder

King
Mackerel

27.94

pts

Redfish

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Total
points

0.00

6.63

25.00

4.96

23.75

1.91

19.41

3

111.32

25.00

3.18

11.98

3.83

18.34

2.46

25.00

0.00

3

108.32

0.00

5.22

25.00

0.00

0.00

3

52.84

0.00

points, while a trout weighing half of that
weight (3 lb) would receive half of the 25
points (12.5 pts). A 1.5 lb trout would receive 6.25 pts. Current Ellett standings are
printed regularly in the Club’s newsletter,
magazine, and on the GOFC website.
It’s easy to participate in the contest. All
that’s required is that you submit a weigh
slip of any or all of the ten species the club
fishes for: spotted seatrout, redfish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, kingfish, Spanish
mackerel, greater amberjack, bluefish, and
grouper. Weigh slips are available at every
GOFC meeting, or can be submitted online
using the GOFC electronic entry form.
Any scale can be used to estimate the
fish weight, however, when a fish exceeds
the maximum weight for a particular species (see below on weigh slip under Spe-

3.69 25.00

Bonus
points

cial Catches), that fish must be weighed on
a State certified scale like those found in
commercial establishments that use a scale
to determine the value of an item sold to
the public. Grocery stores like Publix, Winn
Dixie, etc. or a fish house like Northwest
Seafood in Gainesville will usually weigh
fish, if asked nicely. The weight should
be noted on a receipt or store weigh slip,
signed by the individual weighing the fish,
and attached to the GOFC weigh slip to be
turned into the club. The club Weighmaster keeps a certified club scale at home for
members to use (contact the GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper).
To win the contest you don’t have to
catch the largest fish, just catch as many of
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Women’s Ellett Point Standings
20 April 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

32

Morales, Nia

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

0.94

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

7.29

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Bonus
points

Total
points

0.00

3.64

25.00

0

125.00

1.74

25.00

0.00

3

42.80

25.00

0.00

0.00

25.00

0.00

0.00

25.00

5.10

25.00

Ellett, Marcia

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

3.02

14.80

Mertz, Michaela

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.21

20.64

0.00

0.00

3

23.64

Cutright, Melvina

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2.86

14.02

0.00

0.00

3

17.02

Rose, Brandi

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

10.43

3.04

10.43

Youth Ellett Point Standings
20 April 2017
GOFC member

Amberjack

pts

Bluefish

pts

Cobia

pts

Flounder

pts

Grouper

pts

King
Mackerel

pts

Redfish

pts

Sheepshead

pts

Spanish
Mackerel

pts

Trout

pts

Bonus
points

Total
points

No Entries

Ellett

Continued from page 12
the 10 species as you can (hopefully a couple will be heavy fish). Participation in club
events also helps as points are awarded for
participation in club Tournaments (3 pts)
and Funaments (1 pts). Awards are given
to three places with the top male & female
angler receiving a coveted inscribed pewter
plate from the Ellett family, who happen to
have sponsored this contest since its inception. The Ellett contest dates run from January 1st to December 31st with awards given
out during the March Awards Banquet.
In addition to the Ellett awards, the
club also gives awards and recognition for
the heaviest three fish of each species. The
club also maintains a list of GOFC Record
Catches that include 109 species, so keep
any species that is either not noted or exceeds the record. You can also submit a
weigh slip for one of the “Other Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) to be computed
for a separate award following the same
guidelines for Special Catches.
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