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Mark Rustemier braved chilly January temperatures to land this beauty!
Submit your photos on http://www.gofc.us/wp/photos/photo-submission/

President’s Corner
By Mark Haberman,
GOFC President

February is here and its
time to loosen our belts. Our
Seafood Festival and Awards
banquet is scheduled for
February 21st at Ken and
Debbie Knopf’s boat barn.
The menu is vast and there will be plenty, so bring
your appetites! This is a free event for members in
good standing. Please make sure your dues are paid
in full. Watch your email and visit our website for more
details.

Once you’ve recovered from indulging in too much
seafood, it’s time to start thinking about sheepshead
fishing. Sheepshead start their annual migration to
offshore wrecks and reefs in late winter and early
spring. Our first tournament of the year will be the
Sheepshead Shootout and is scheduled for March
7th with a backup weather date of March 14th. This
is another free event for members in good standing!
Once out there, look for the highest relief structure
you can find. Bring plenty of shrimp or fiddler crabs,
sheepshead are notorious bait thieves!
Our March 24th meeting will feature Neal Combs.
Neal is a representative of Navico, the producers
of Lowrance and Simrad chartplotters and bottom
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machines. This will be an excellent opportunity to ask
an expert for tips on reading your machine. Be sure to
watch your email and visit our website for details.
On a final note, the club needs you. The board has
been hit hard with retirements and we are desperately
looking to recruit new blood, specifically our treasurer
and secretary positions. If we cannot fill these
positions, the club will be in danger of folding. This is
a great club, I have learned so much, and met many
great friends, it would be a shame to see the club go
away after more than 50 years. If you are willing and
able to serve in any way, please contact me as soon
as possible.
Tight lines and see ya on the water!!
Mark
352-231-9113
haberman68@gmail.com

The annual Seafood and Awards Banquet is always a club favorite!
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Annual Seafood and Awards Banquet:

Tournament: Sheepshead Shootout

Come celebrate GOFC award winners with great
eats and good company. The tentative menu
includes, spiny lobster tails, crab legs, shrimp, and an
assortment of side dishes.

Free to GOFC Members. Only GOFC Members may
participate in the tournament.

February 21st, 2020
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Where: Ken and Debby Knopf’s boat barn.
Directions will be emailed to club members
Cost: FREE to MEMBERS who have paid their 2020
dues (members will be able to pay for their dues
during the event, as well)
What to bring: A dessert to share and your favorite
adult beverage (club will supply soda and bottled
water)

Cedar Key - March 7, 2020
Start Time: Safe Light
Weigh in: 3:00pm - 4:00pm at Cedar Key City Park

Prizes will be awarded on a per-boat basis. Winners
are calculated based on the heaviest of 3 sheepshead
per boat.
First Place - $125
Second Place - $100
Third - $75
Fourth - $50
Biggest Sheepshead - $50
Sign up online in advance at http://www.gofc.us/wp/
tourney-stats/tournament-registration/ (by 9:00 pm the
evening before the tournament).
The GO or NO GO decision will be sent out by email
and posted on the GOFC website (www.gofc.us/
wp/) by approximately 7:00PM on the day before the
tournament.
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Mark Elliott’s First Fish
By Stephen DeGraff

My story takes place back in the spring of 1986, I
was a shy, scrawny 12 yr old at the tail end of my
6th grade school year. It was a huge step for me
that year, going from a tiny little elementary school
in Melrose Florida to a much larger middle school in
Interlachen. I say much larger but only in comparison
to the size of my old elementary school. The
transition for me that year started out as quite the
scary event, but soon began as one of the biggest
turning points in my life.
Let’s rewind time a bit and go back to August of 1985,
the first day of middle school.
Enter Mark Elliott Hanna. Another scrawny 12 yr. old,
with black wild hair and a fearless personality. He
chose the seat right next to me, I am not sure why.
Maybe he figured the two smallest kids in the class
should stick together or something. Who knows, I
never thought to ask him and unfortunately that is one
question that will never be answered.
Mark Elliott was my first lifelong best friend. It is
completely illogical that we became best friends,
we were total opposites. Him - outgoing, loud, a

Stephen on a recent trip off-shore

prankster with a heavy dose of “anything is possible”
attitude. And me, very shy, quiet and “straight as an
arrow” type of kid. No two kids could have been more
different.
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Celebrate the NEW YEAR with a NEW BOAT!

Mark Your Calendar for the 29th Annual

BOAT SHOW & FISHING EXPO
February 28, 29 and March 1

The Doors Are Always Open At...

www.MillersBoating.com
2 Miles North of Ocala on Hwy 441 • 1661 NW 57th St.
352-622-7757 • 877-898-1463 • sales@millersboating.com
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culprit on a standard Texas rig. I was so excited to
get to my fishing hole, we didn’t even test the line or
the reel.
With us rigged up, now all we had to do was walk
across the cow pasture to the little mud pond that I
knew to be the home of some largemouth bass and
a small alligator. To the average person, this pond
was in all honesty a mud hole. A good fisherman
with quality tackle could easily cast across it to the
opposite bank. The pond was a perfect circle with
lily pads growing around its edges in a few spots.
The middle of the pond was void of vegetation and
there were passes in between some of the lily pads.
The pond was conveniently located right behind
Minder Hall at Lake Swan camp and I had been
given permission to fish in the pond as long as I
didn’t interrupt the camps functions. My family has a
long history with the camp and were friends with the
director.

Alright, Back to the present (spring of 1986). Mark
and I talked about a lot of things, my favorite topic
was always fishing. It didn’t matter what type, I loved
fishing. I loved fishing so much I would tie a weight
to my fishing pole and practice casting out in my back
yard when I wasn’t on the water. Mark on the other
hand loved to talk about pranks, his dad’s shop out
back and his 3 wheeler. He had never even picked up
a fishing pole or thought about fishing. After a bit of
convincing, I talked him into coming over to my house
and I would take him fishing for the first time. Little
did we know the story we would share.
At this point in my life I had practiced enough to be
fluent with bait casting reels and I knew that Mark
Elliott would not be able to use this style of reel.
Fortunately I had a 1970’s model Zebco 20/20 closed
face reel on an eagle claw rod. You know the old,
faded yellow rods with a cork handle and the chrome
screw to attach the reel. Anyway, the rod and reel
was a historical artifact at that point and was never
used by any of my family. But it was the only rod I
believed he would be able to use. So we dusted off
the cobwebs and rigged it up with a 7 ½” chocolate

My dad was still working on something and we didn’t
want to wait any longer so we went ahead without
him and he said he will be there shortly. We trekked
across the cow pasture and arrived at the pond. As
we were putting down our poles and tackle box, we
noticed a camp function was going on and there were
a few hundred campers that looked to be high school
age getting ready for the evening meal at Minders
hall. A group of boys came down and asked us why
we were fishing in this mud hole and that that we
shouldn’t waste our time fishing there when Lake
Rosa had the best fishing. I told the group that we
were not supposed to cause any problems with camp
members and asked them to leave us to our afternoon
fishing. Mark on the other hand felt differently and
stated the boys don’t know what they were talking
about and we will prove it and it turns out, he was a
man of his word.
The boys walked back up to the end of the meal line
at Minders hall and did not bother us further. I then
proceeded to instruct Mark Elliott on how to work the
rod and reel and if by chance he gets a bite, to set
the hook and start reeling. I then told him what to do
if the fish starts taking out drag and how important
it is to keep a tight line at all times, never let the fish
have slack and that I would help if I could. I told
him to lightly walk with me around the pond to what
was my favorite side. When we made it to the spot,
I told Mark Elliott to cast “Right there”, let the worm
sink to the bottom and then reel up the slack and
then bump it a couple times. I had previously had
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good success in the past in that spot and told him we
had a good chance of catching a bass there. After
explaining this, my expectation was for him to cast
about 20 yards out. Unfortunately it was not to be.
Mark’s first cast was utter failure. The lack of testing
the reel and making sure it was in working order was
my first failure and a fishing coach. The cast started
out great, when about 6 yards and the line hung in
the reel. The worm crashed to the water with a large
splash. Definitely not how I had imagined things.
Mark didn’t know what to do so I grabbed the rod
and immediately tried pulling the line out manually. It
would not budge. I then took the faceplate off and
manually started pulling out the line. At this point I
realized we should have changed to the line as it was
quite old and tangled.
I pulled out about 20 yards of line, put the faceplate
back on and started to reel the line back in when
Mark noticed the line in the water was moving out
towards the middle of the pond. I quickly finished
and immediately handed him the pole and told him
to set the hook and start reeling it in! To this day I
remember the look on his face. It was the look of “I
DON’T REMEMBER WHAT TO DO”, mixed with “ DO
I REALLY HAVE A FISH?”!
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fish but keeping a tight line. At some point a bunch
of the camp kids came back down and joined us in
fighting this fish and my instructions were drowned out
by the group of instructions occurring. We continued
to follow this fish around the pond and lucky for us
it never tried to go for the lily pads. It swam around
the middle of the pond and we were able to keep the
line from getting wrapped around them. We started
to believe we could land this fish! The kids that had
come down “to help”, decided to let us manage it and
ran to get their fishing poles. The fish jumped a few
more times and then started to tire out. We walked
back to our original spot as it had the largest pass
through the lily pads and we were finally able to start
reeling it in. The bass jumped a couple more times
and we got it to the edge of the pond. At the edge of
the pond the line finally gave out and snapped. The
fish flopped a couple times back towards the water
edge and I jumped on it with my whole body. We
landed the fish!

And I excitedly yelled reel up the slack and set the
hook you idiot! And that is exactly what Mark did. He
reeled up the line and set the hook about 10 times
before I could stop him. (I must say in hindsight, we
should have practiced beforehand and I now chalk it
up to a learning moment.)
At this point things get very panicky, the largest
bass I have ever seen jumps out of the water and
Mark and I stop everything and watch this giant
bass attempt to sling our chocolate culprit out of
it’s mouth. Mark is screaming “omg, omg what do
I do….” I am screaming, “Reel up the slack or you
are going to lose it. Reel, reel, reel dadgummit!” I
grab the rod about a foot above the reel and help
him start managing the fish. He then proceeds to
start reeling and doesn’t stop. In his excitement, or
our excitement, he doesn’t stop reeling and the drag
starts going out. We have now completely done
everything I was taught not to do and this huge bass
was still on the line. Crazy right! I then start settling
down and start helping Mark land this fish. I was
worried this large of fish would easily break the old
8 lb. test mono this reel had and we were seriously
going to lose it. I remember thinking, The good news
is, the fish couldn’t take out all of the line, the pond
was too small”! I directed Mark to start following the

Stephen’s son Austin is already following in his father’s footsteps.
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By this time my dad just drove up and helped me
pick up the bass and get it away from the ponds
edge. The bass was the largest I have ever seen up
to this point in my life! The kids attending camp had
returned with their fishing poles (about 6 of them)
and took over the pond. We weighed the bass and
it was 8 lbs. 6 oz. My dad told us the fish was on
bed and we should release it so it could lay its eggs.
Mark graciously agreed and we released the bass.
With a little bit of reviving the fish swam off back into
the pond. At this point there was not much left to do
besides bask in what had just happened. The kids
attending camp had taken up their poles and were
fishing the pond on all sides.
Mark, grinning ear to ear, me thinking, I didn’t even
get to cast one time and my dad promising Mark and
I that we could come back tomorrow, we loaded up in
the back of his pickup truck and headed back across
the pasture for dinner.
Later that evening Mark Elliott called his mom and
dad and told them all about what happened. They
couldn’t believe we let the fish go. My only wish is we
could have brought a camera to capture this and lock
it into history. We did go back the next day but we
didn’t get to fish, the camp kids were back at it again

February, 2020
Volume 53, Number 2

and fishing the pond. We turned around and headed
back to the house.
Throughout our lives we retold this story many times,
from my point of view, his point of view, My dad’s
and although our points of view differed, we both
understood the significance of this event. Mark’s
favorite thing to do turned out to be fishing. In
all honesty, he loved it even more than I did and
dedicated a good part of his life in learning numerous
techniques to catch both freshwater and saltwater
species. We went on numerous fishing adventures
and boy were they adventures. I must say, most
of the time he out fished me. And not once did it
bother me. He had a knack and the patience to
catch fish, even when they were not biting. The
species we caught together were largemouth bass,
various bream, catfish, speckled perch, mudfish, gar,
croaker, jacks, shark, speckled trout, flounder, black
sea bass, redfish, cobia and mackerel. We fished
from St Augustine to Steinhatchee and everywhere in
between.
This story is dedicated to my lifelong best friend
and the memories we shared. Farewell Mark Elliot
Hanna. We will fish again my friend.

The mission of the Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club is
to promote and support recreational saltwater fishing in the Big Bend area;
to provide educational and recreational experiences for its members of all ages;
and to promote responsible conservation of saltwater resources.

Page 9

The Acute Angler

February, 2020
Volume 53, Number 2

Featured Recipe
Roasted Whole Sheepshead
with Spanish Rice
By Elizabeth Sniegocki
From Edible Sarasota

Worcestershire, honey, and lemon juice and bring to
a simmer; cook for about 5 minutes. Season with salt
and pepper.
To make the fish:
1. Heat oven to 375°. Rinse fish inside and out with
cold water and pat dry. Rub inside of cavity with
a generous amount of sea salt and a little freshly
ground black pepper. Stuff cavity with fresh herbs.
Place in a greased baking pan and sprinkle lightly with
sea salt and black pepper. Pour the Spanish sauce
over and around the fish. Bake for 25–30 minutes,
basting every 10 minutes with sauce from the pan,
until fish is tender and flakes easily.

Ingredients:
For the sauce:
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
1 large onion, thinly sliced
1 green pepper, diced
1 clove garlic, minced
1 cup sliced mushrooms
1 cup tomato sauce
1 (14-ounce) can diced, fire-roasted tomatoes
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
1 tablespoon raw Florida honey
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 teaspoon sea salt
Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

2. When done, gently push sauce from the top of the
fish and spread two tablespoons of softened butter
mixed with one tablespoon flour across the fish.
Broil 3–4 minutes to brown the top of the fish. Serve
garnished with lemon slices and parsley. A warm loaf
of crusty Cuban is a perfect accompaniment.

For the fish:
2-pound whole sheepshead, dressed and cleaned
Fresh herb sprigs such as parsley and oregano
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons butter, softened
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1 lemon, thinly sliced
Instructions:
To make the sauce:
1. Heat oil in a heavy-bottomed saucepan over
medium heat. Add onions, green pepper, and garlic.
Cook, stirring, until onions are translucent, about 5
minutes. Add mushrooms and continue to sauté until
mushrooms are soft. Add tomato sauce, tomatoes,
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Recent Catches
Angler
Virgil Cooper
Ken Knopf
Debby Knopf
Ross McElroy
Tim Pedersen
Virgil Cooper
Virgil Cooper
Tim Pedersen
Tim Pedersen
Tim Pedersen
Tim Pedersen
Christopher Green
Christopher Green
Ken Knopf
Debby Knopf
Ken Knopf
Debby Knopf
Ed Ellett
Rhonda Horn
Phil Horn
Ross McElroy
Mark Rustemier
Ed Ellett
Tim Pedersen
Ken Knopf
Ed Ellett
Ed Ellett
Ed Ellett
Virgil Cooper
Phil Horn
Marcia Ellett
Debby Knopf
Ross McElroy
Phil Horn
Phil Horn

Species
Bluefish
Flounder
Flounder
Seatrout
Bluefish
Seatrout
Redfish
Flounder
Redfish
Seatrout
Flounder
Seatrout
Bluefish
Seatrout
Seatrout
Seatrout
Redfish
Redfish
Bluefish
Bluefish
Redfish
Seatrout
Seatrout
Sheepshead
Sheepshead
Sheepshead
Seatrout
Bluefish
Flounder
Redfish
Redfish
Bluefish
Bluefish
Seatrout
Redfish

Weight
3.42 lbs
1 lb
.81 lbs
4.125 lbs
2.15 lbs
5.10 lbs
7.27 lbs
.625 lbs
5.104 lbs
5.104 lbs
.625 lbs
4.93 lbs
2.33 lbs
3.38 lbs
3.23 lbs
3.23 lbs
6.63 lbs
2 lbs
2.1875 oz
3.003 lbs
5 lbs
1.75 lbs
1.25 lbs
2.375 lbs
2.23 lbs
1.66 lbs
2.64 lbs
2.32 lbs
1.36 lbs
7.18 lbs
3.08 lbs
1.46 lbs
2.1 lbs
4.575 lbs
7.58 lbs

Date Caught
1/4/2020
1/7/2020
1/7/2020
1/12/2020
1/12/2020
1/13/2020
1/13/2020
1/14/2020
1/14/2020
1/14/2020
1/14/2020
1/15/2020
1/16/2020
1/16/2020
1/16/2020
1/16/2020
1/16/2020
1/18/2020
1/19/2020
1/19/2020
1/22/2020
1/25/2020
1/25/2020
1/26/2020
1/26/2020
1/26/2020
2/2/2020
2/2/2020
2/3/2020
2/4/2020
2/8/2020
2/9/2020
2/11/2020
2/12/2020
2/12/2020

Location
Taylor County
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Taylor County
Taylor County
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Fisherman's rest
Fisherman's rest
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Suwannee
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Shired Island
Steinhatchee
Steinhatchee
Cedar Key
Cedar Key
30-40'
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Taylor County
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach
Keaton Beach

Lure/Bait
Live bait
Shrimp
Shrimp
crank bait
Lure
Lure
Lure
Lure
Lure
Lure
Lure
Minnow
Pinfish
Catch 5
Mirodine
Catch 5
Mirrodine
shrimp
Mirrolure
Mirrolure
spoon
jig
Trout tout
Shrimp
Shrimp
shrimp
twitch bait
Jig
Live bait
Mud minnow
Gulp
Mirrodine
slick
Mirrolure
Mirrolure
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FWC Updates
Snook slated to reopen in
Atlantic state waters Feb. 1
Snook is slated to reopen
for recreational harvest on
Feb. 1 in Florida’s Atlantic
coastal and inland waters
(from the Miami-Dade/Monroe
county line north), including
Lake Okeechobee and the
Kissimmee River.

Snook are one of the many reasons Florida is the
Fishing Capital of the World. The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) encourages
anglers to carefully handle and release snook they
are not going to keep, which helps them survive after
being released and helps ensure species’ abundance
for anglers today and generations to come.

Understanding the John Ellett Contest
By Brian Kiel
The John Ellett contest is a club contest that runs
one year long and pits club members against each
other in a friendly fishing contest encompassing three
categories: male, female, and youth (under 16). A
simplified formula awards points on a relative basis
based on the heaviest fish of each species. Each
species category has a maximum of 25 points and
points are totaled to give an overall Ellett standing.
For example, if the heaviest trout entered was a 6 lb
trout, this trout would receive the maximum 25 points,
while a trout weighing half of that weight (3 lb) would
receive half of the 25 points (12.5 pts). A 1.5 lb trout
would receive 6.25 pts. Current Ellett standings are
printed regularly in the Club’s newsletter, magazine,
and on the GOFC website.
It’s easy to participate in the contest. All that’s
required is that you submit a weigh slip of any or all of
the ten species the club fishes for: spotted seatrout,
redfish, flounder, sheepshead, cobia, kingfish,
Spanish mackerel, greater amberjack, bluefish, and
grouper. Weigh slips are available at every GOFC
meeting, or can be submitted online using the GOFC
electronic entry form.
Any scale can be used to estimate the fish weight,
however, when a fish exceeds the maximum weight
for a particular species (see below on weigh slip
under Special Catches), that fish must be weighed on
a State certified scale like those found in commercial
establishments that use a scale to determine the
value of an item sold to the public. Grocery stores like

Publix, Winn Dixie, etc or a fish house like Northwest
Seafood in Gainesville will usually weigh fish, if asked
nicely. The weight should be noted on a receipt or
store weigh slip, signed by the individual weighing
the fish, and attached to the GOFC weigh slip to be
turned into the club. The club Weighmaster keeps
a certified club scale at home for members to use
(contact the GOFC Weighmaster/Record Keeper).
To win the contest you don’t have to catch the
largest fish, just catch as many of the 10 species
as you can (hopefully a couple will be heavy fish).
Participation in club events also helps as points are
awarded for participation in club Tournaments (3 pts)
and Funaments (1 pts). Awards are given to three
places with the top male & female angler receiving a
coveted inscribed pewter plate from the Ellett family,
who happen to have sponsored this contest since its
inception. The Ellett contest dates run from January
1st to December 31st with awards given out during
the March Awards Banquet.
In addition to the Ellett awards, the club also gives
awards and recognition for the heaviest three fish of
each species. The club also maintains a list of GOFC
Record Catches that include 109 species, so keep
any species that is either not noted or exceeds the
record. You can also submit a weigh slip for one of
the “Other Two” species (dolphin and tripletail) to be
computed for a separate award following the same
guidelines for Special Catches.
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Saltwater Highlights - February 7, 2020
By Gary Simpson

The gulf shallows also have
shined this week.
Rick Pena and James Lovvorn
traveled to Keaton Beach on
Monday. Aside from one fine
29-inch redfish, they had little
luck near the launch site, so
they took a boat ride northward,
where they found dozens of
boats casting on a gin-clear
grass flat three to four feet
deep. Lovvorn and Pena soon
found why so many people
were fishing there, as that zone
was loaded with speckled trout.
Casting “The Slick” lures, the
Gainesville anglers had a strike
on nearly every cast. Many of
the trout were undersize, but
still, a double limit of fish up to
18-inches long came easily.

Tuesday, Claude Harpe ran
north out of Steinhatchee. The
Gainesville angler settled into a
drift near Grassy Island, casting
various lures. After trying
several different baits, Harpe
finally tied on an old-school
Smithwick Rattling Rogue. And
right away, the strikes came.
Harpe hauled in several redfish
including a couple of top-ofslot fish, as well as trout up to
23-inches. Sometimes, success
comes with finding the right lure
…. and on this day, the right
lure was one that was most
popular decades ago.

set under noisemaking floats
and found the Cedar Key waters
to also be full of trout. The fish
weren’t particularly large, but
the anglers had no trouble
pulling a ten-fish double limit
from their hundred-or-so total
trout.
Steinhatchee’s annual Fiddler
Crab Festival is coming up
in about a week on Saturday
the 15th, and given decent
weather, it seems that the
fishing tournament portion of the
festival will see great catches.

The same day, Benny Beckham
and Jason Hodge fished the
Cedar Key flats with Capt.
Jimmy Keith. They fished
Saltwater Assassin Sea Shads

Time to renew your GOFC membership?
It’s now easier than ever!
Just go to the “Join now!” tab on the GOFC website.
(http://www.gofc.us/wp/join-now/)
Then fill out the form online and pay using PayPal.
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